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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization. 

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO document should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

ISO draws attention to the possibility that the implementation of this document may involve the use 
of (a) patent(s). ISO takes no position concerning the evidence, validity or applicability of any claimed 
patent rights in respect thereof. As of the date of publication of this document, ISO had not received 
notice of (a) patent(s) which may be required to implement this document. However, implementers are 
cautioned that this may not represent the latest information, which may be obtained from the patent 
database available at www.iso.org/patents. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all 
such patent rights.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement. 

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see 
www.iso.org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 82, Mining, Subcommittee SC 7, Mine 
closure and reclamation management.

A list of all parts in the ISO 24419 series can be found on the ISO website.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

The purpose of this document is to define a framework for managing mining legacies which, when 
applied, ensures a comprehensive and multidisciplinary approach at both a whole program and 
individual project scale. This document targets the management of negative legacies to create 
positive ones by reducing impacts, and where possible, creating opportunities. Critical to successful 
implementation of this standard is participation of stakeholders. Mining legacies are typified by a 
loss of control, be that loss of regulatory and/or site operator’s control or the affected communities’ 
influence on the former mining operation. Current site owners can be responsible for mining legacies, 
through acquisition or other means, whether or not they were responsible for their creation. Sometimes 
the party or parties responsible cannot be found, are unwilling or unable, financially, to carry out the 
required reclamation, mitigation and management measures within an acceptable timeframe. This 
document applies to all mining legacies and responsible parties.

In recent years, efforts to create conditions and frameworks for sustainable mining processes have 
intensified worldwide. The 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) adopted by the United Nations in 
2015 drive this trend. The 5 core principles (people, planet, prosperity, peace and partnership) clarify 
the connections between the goals and reveal the link to global mining. Table 1 illustrates how these 
goals can be applied. This list is not exhaustive and local requirements will guide how these goals might 
be applied.

This document requires certain activities of organizations to manage the negative impacts of mining 
legacies. However, it also requires organizations to go beyond simply reducing negative impacts to 
consider the positive outcomes that can generate social, economic and environmental benefits.

Where specific plans or reports are referred to more than once, they have been included in Annex A to 
highlight where reference is made.

ISO/TR 24419-2 provides resources to support implementation of this document through illustrative 
case studies and a bibliography for further reading and guidance.

Figure 1 provides an overview of the framework for managing mining legacies and the structure of this 
document.
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