
Full document 
BRITISH STANDARD
 BS ISO 
5538:2004
Milk and milk 
products — Sampling —
Inspection by 
attributes
ICS 67.100.01
�����������	�
���
�
�������������������
���������

���
����������
���	

details: BS ISO 5538:2004

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iso-5538-2004
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/bs-iso-5538-2004


BS ISO 5538:2004

F

This British Standard was 
published under the authority 
of the Standards Policy and 
Strategy Committee on 
9 December 2004

© BSI 9 December 2004
ISBN 0 580 44990 4
ull document details: BS ISO 5538:
National foreword
This British Standard reproduces verbatim ISO 5538:2004 and implements it 
as the UK national standard. It supersedes BS 7037-1:1988 which is 
withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
AW/5, Milk and milk products, which has the responsibility to:

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international publications referred to 
in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue under the section entitled 
“International Standards Correspondence Index”, or by using the “Search” 
facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application. 

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.
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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through 
ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has 
been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental 
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 5538IDF 113 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 34, Food products, Subcommittee SC 5, 
Milk and milk products, and the International Dairy Federation (IDF), in collaboration with AOAC International. 
It is being published jointly by ISO and IDF and separately by AOAC International. 

This edition of ISO 5538IDF 113 cancels and replaces ISO 5538:1987, of which it constitutes a minor 
revision. Only editorial changes have been made. 
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Foreword 

IDF (the International Dairy Federation) is a worldwide federation of the dairy sector with a National 
Committee in every member country. Every National Committee has the right to be represented on the IDF 
Standing Committees carrying out the technical work. IDF collaborates with ISO and AOAC International in 
the development of standard methods of analysis and sampling for milk and milk products. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the Action Teams and Standing Committees are circulated to the 
National Committees for voting. Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 50 % of 
the National Committees casting a vote. 

ISO 5538IDF 113 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 34, Food products, Subcommittee SC 5, 
Milk and milk products, and the International Dairy Federation (IDF), in collaboration with AOAC International. 
It is being published jointly by ISO and IDF and separately by AOAC International. 

All work was carried out by the Joint ISO/IDF/AOAC Group of Experts, Selection of samples (E26), under the 
aegis of its chairman, Mr D.C. Bettes (GB). 

This edition of ISO 5538IDF 113 cancels and replaces IDF 113A:1990. Only editorial changes have been 
made. 
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Introduction 

The sampling theory used in this International Standard is based on classifying a unit as “good” or “defective”. 
A “good” unit is one which meets the requirements of a specification, while a “defective” unit is one which does 
not. It is essential that the sample be taken at random. If it is not, the sampling plans will not give the stated 
protection. See Annex A. 
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Milk and milk products — Sampling — Inspection by attributes 

1 Scope 

1.1 This International Standard specifies sampling plans for the inspection by attributes of milk and milk 
products. It is intended to be used to choose a sample size for any situation where it is required to measure 
the conformity to a specification of a lot of a dairy product by examination of a representative sample. 

1.2 This International Standard is applicable to the sampling of all milk products submitted in discrete lots, 
irrespective of whether the lots are from the same production. The acceptance or otherwise of any lot is a 
matter for the parties to a contract and is outside the scope of this International Standard. 

1.3 This International Standard is intended to be used in all cases where attribute sampling plans are 
required for a dairy product, except that if specific compositional standards, specifications or contracts include 
different sampling schemes, those schemes are to be used. 

1.4 This International Standard is not applicable to sampling for microbiological defects, unless otherwise 
agreed by the interested parties. 

NOTE Methods of sampling for milk and milk products are given in ISO 707. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated 
references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced 
document (including any amendments) applies. 

ISO 2859-1:1999, Sampling procedures for inspection by attributes — Part 1: Sampling schemes indexed by 
acceptance quality limit (AQL) for lot-by-lot inspection 

ISO 3534-1, Statistics — Vocabulary and symbols — Part 1: Probability and general statistical terms 

ISO 3534-2, Statistics — Vocabulary and symbols — Part 2: Applied statistics 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO 3534-1, ISO 3534-2 and the 
following apply. 

3.1 
acceptance quality limit 
AQL 
quality level that is the worst tolerable process average when a continuing series of lots is submitted for 
acceptance sampling 

[ISO 2859-1:1999, definition 3.1.29] 
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