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This British Standard reproduces verbatim ISO 5667-5:2006 and implements 
it as the UK national standard. It supersedes BS 6068-6.5:1991 which is 
withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted by Technical Committee 
EH/3, Water quality, to Subcommittee EH/3/6, Sampling, which has the 
responsibility to: 

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep  
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this subcommittee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.
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contract. Users are responsible for its correct application. 

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.
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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 5667-5 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 147, Water quality, Subcommittee SC 6, Sampling 
(general methods). 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 5667-5:1991), which has been technically 
revised. 

ISO 5667 consists of the following parts, under the general title Water quality — Sampling: 

⎯ Part 1: Guidance on the design of sampling programmes and sampling techniques 1) 

⎯ Part 3: Guidance on the preservation and handling of water samples 

⎯ Part 4: Guidance on sampling from lakes, natural and man-made 

⎯ Part 5: Guidance on sampling of drinking water from treatment works and piped distribution systems 

⎯ Part 6: Guidance on sampling of rivers and streams 

⎯ Part 7: Guidance on sampling of water and steam in boiler plants 

⎯ Part 8: Guidance on the sampling of wet deposition 

⎯ Part 9: Guidance on sampling from marine waters 

⎯ Part 10: Guidance on sampling of waste waters 

⎯ Part 11: Guidance on sampling of groundwaters 

⎯ Part 12: Guidance on sampling of bottom sediments 

⎯ Part 13: Guidance on sampling of sludges from sewage and water-treatment works 

                                                      

1) ISO 5667-1:1980 and ISO 5667-2:1981 are currently undergoing joint revision, which will be published as ISO 5667-1. 
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⎯ Part 14: Guidance on quality assurance of environmental water sampling and handling 

⎯ Part 15: Guidance on preservation and handling of sludge and sediment samples 

⎯ Part 16: Guidance on biotesting of samples 

⎯ Part 17: Guidance on sampling of suspended sediments 

⎯ Part 18: Guidance on sampling of groundwater at contaminated sites 

⎯ Part 19: Guidance on sampling of marine sediments 

The following part is under preparation: 

⎯ Part 20: Guidance on the use of sampling data for decision making — Compliance with limits and 
classification 
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Introduction 

ISO 5667 is a group of standards dealing with the general aspects of sampling (Parts 1 to 3) and with the 
sampling of specific types of water (from Part 4 onwards). ISO 5667-5 covers the sampling of drinking water 
within a piped distribution system and should be read in conjunction with ISO 5667-1 and ISO 5667-3. 

Effective monitoring of drinking water requires collaboration between sampling programme designers, water 
treatment plant and distribution system operators, sample collectors, laboratory analysts and data users. 
ISO 5667-5 gives guidance on the selection of sampling locations and the collection of samples when 
monitoring drinking water from treatment plants and from piped distribution systems. 

Understanding of the purposes for monitoring drinking water and of the principles behind the methods of 
analysis is important, since specific sampling protocols can vary widely in accordance with different purposes 
and different analytical methods. 

Examples of sampling purposes include: 

a) checking of drinking water to ensure compliance with national and/or international regulations (e.g. WHO 
Guidelines for Drinking Water Quality  [1] and the EU Drinking Water Directive [2]); 

b) determination of the efficiency of a drinking water treatment plant or components thereof (for example, 
disinfection); 

c) quality monitoring of the water leaving the treatment plant; 

d) quality monitoring of the water within the distribution system (including distribution within large buildings); 

e) search for the cause of contamination of the distribution system (for example, in response to customer 
complaints); 

f) monitoring of the corrosive potential of drinking water to plumbing; 

g) assessment of the effects of materials in contact with water on the water quality (chemical and biological); 

h) monitoring of the influent water and the various processing stages in a food or beverage processing plant, 
including necessary treatment steps. 
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