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This British Standard is the UK implementation of I1SO 7229:2015. It
supersedes BS ISO 7229:1997 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical
Committee TCI/69, Footwear, leather and coated fabrics.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be
obtained on request to its secretary.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary
provisions of a contract. Users are responsible for its correct
application.

© The British Standards Institution 2015. Published by BSI Standards
Limited 2015

ISBN 978 0 580 85475 0
1CS 59.080.40

Compliance with a British Standard cannot confer immunity from
legal obligations.

This British Standard was published under the authority of the
Standards Policy and Strategy Committee on 31 August 2015.
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approval criteria needed for the
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions related to conformity
assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the WTO principles in the Technical
Barriers to Trade (TBT) see the following URL: Foreword - Supplementary information

The committee responsible for this document is ISO/TC 45, Rubber and rubber products, Subcommittee
SC 4, Products (other than hoses).

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 7229:1997), which has been technically

revised.
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Introduction

The measurement of the permeability of rubber-or plastics-coated fabrics to gases is important in the
evaluation of materials for products such as leisure boats, balloons or hoses, and other gas containers
in addition to the materials for seals and diaphragms. The permeability of the material is crucial when a
product is exposed to differential pressure conditioned environment in its service field.
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Rubber- or plastics-coated fabrics — Measurement of gas
permeability

WARNING — Persons using this document should be familiar with normal laboratory practice.
This document does not purport to address all of the safety problems, if any, associated with its
use. It is the responsibility of the user to establish appropriate safety and health practices and to
ensure compliance with any national regulatory conditions.

1 Scope

This International Standard specifies two methods for measuring gas transmission through rubber- or
plastics-coated fabrics, a property known as permeability.

2 Normative references

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO 2231, Rubber- or plastics-coated fabrics — Standard atmospheres for conditioning and testing

ISO 2286-3, Rubber- or plastics-coated fabrics — Determination of roll characteristics — Part 3: Methods
for determination of thickness

3 Terms and definitions
For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

31

gas transmission rate

volume of test gas passing through a test piece per unit area, per unit time with unit partial-pressure
difference between the two sides of the test piece

3.2

gas permeability coefficient

volume of test gas passing through a test piece of unit thickness, per unit area, per unit time with unit
partial-pressure difference between the two sides of the test piece

3.3

gas transmission curve

in the pressure sensor method, curve plotted against time, of the pressure change on the low pressure
side of the test cell until gas transmission reaches a steady state after starting the test

Note 1 to entry: See Figure 3.

4 Principle

A test piece is placed between two parts of a hermetically sealed measurement cell. Each part of the cell
is vacuumed, then one part is filled with test gas to a certain pressure level. The quantity of gas that
permeates through the test piece to the lower pressure side is measured and determined by a pressure
sensor or by a gas chromatograph. In the gas chromatography method, measurement condition using
equal pressure between two parts of the cell divided by the test piece is given for information in

Annex A.
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