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National foreword
This British Standard reproduces verbatim ISO 8600-2:2002 and implements 
it as the UK national standard.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
CH/3, Endoscopic equipment, which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international publications referred to 
in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue under the section entitled 
“International Standards Correspondence Index”, or by using the “Search” 
facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for their correct application. 

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the ISO title page, 
pages ii to v, a blank page, pages 1 to 12, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright date displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

Amendments issued since publication
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this part of ISO 8600 may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard ISO 8600-2 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 172, Optics and optical
instruments, Subcommittee SC 5, Microscopes and endoscopes, in close collaboration with Technical Committee
ISO/TC 121, Anaesthetic and respiratory equipment, Sub-Committee SC 2, Tracheal tubes and other equipment.

ISO 8600 consists of the following parts, under the general title Optics and optical instruments — Medical
endoscopes and endoscopic accessories: 

— Part 1: General requirements

— Part 2: Particular requirements for rigid bronchoscopes

— Part 3: Determination of field of view and direction of view of endoscopes with optics

— Part 4: Determination of maximum width of insertion portion

Annex A of this part of ISO 8600 is for information only.
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Introduction

Rigid bronchoscopes need to serve three simultaneous functions during endoscopic procedures:

1) as an endoscope with distal illumination to allow visualization of the larynx, trachea and bronchi, and views into
the bronchial trees;

2) as a sheath for a flexible or rigid endoscope, aspirator (suction channel), biopsy forceps, scissors, etc.;

3) as a gas passage (airway) for the terminal part of an anaesthesia ventilation system or the upper respiratory
tract.

Rigid bronchoscopes should therefore have sufficiently large channels with low gas-flow resistance and should also
have an adequate gas supply from the breathing system of an anaesthetic and/or breathing machine, or from
compressed air/oxygen gas sources. Particular attention should therefore be paid to the life-sustaining ventilatory
aspects of this part of ISO 8600.

Ideally, all rigid bronchoscopes should be usable to ventilate the patient whenever clinically necessary either under
general anaesthesia or not, by means of a ventilation connector and an end cap for assisted/controlled ventilation or
by means of a jet-injector for intermittent jet ventilation. In addition to the general features of rigid bronchoscopes, the
ventilatory aspects of both rigid ventilation bronchoscopes and rigid jet-ventilation bronchoscopes are especially
included in this part of ISO 8600.

Test methods other than those specified in this part of ISO 8600, but of equal or greater accuracy, may be used to
verify compliance with the given requirements. However, in the event of a dispute, the methods specified in this part
of ISO 8600 are to be used as the reference methods.

A rationale for the most important requirements is given in annex A. It is considered that a knowledge of the reasons
for the requirements will not only facilitate the proper application of this part of ISO 8600, but will expedite any
subsequent revision.
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