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National foreword

This British Standard reproduces verbatim ISO/IEC 15424:2000 and implements it as
the UK national standard.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee
IST/34, Automatic Identification and Data Capture Techniques, which has the
responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any enquiries
on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the UK interests
informed,;

— monitor related international and European developments and promulgate
them in the UK.

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on request to
its secretary.

Cross-references

The British Standards which implement international publications referred to in this
document may be found in the BSI Standards Catalogue under the section entitled
“International Standards Correspondence Index”, or by using the “Find” facility of
the BSI Standards Electronic Catalogue.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the ISO/IEC title page,
pages ii to v, a blank page, pages 1 to 14, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed throughout this document indicates when the
document was last issued.

This British Standard, having Amendments issued since publication
been prepared under the
direction of the DISC Board, was Amd. No. Date Comments

published under the authority of
the Standards Committee and
comes into effect on

15 September 2000
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Information technology — Automatic
identification and data capture
techniques — Data Carrier Identifiers
(including Symbology Identifiers)

Technologies de l'information — Techniques d'identification automatique et
de capture de données — Identificateurs de porteuses de données
(comprenant les identificateurs de symboles)

Reference number
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ISO/IEC 15424:2000(E)

Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical Commission)
form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of ISO or IEC
participate in the development of International Standards through technical commitiees established by the
respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees
collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

In the field of information technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1.
Draft International Standards adopted by the joint technical committee are circulated to national bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the national bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this International Standard may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard ISO/IEC 15424 was prepared by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information
technology, Subcommittee SC 31, Automatic identification and data capture techniques, in collaboration with CEN
Technical Committee TC 225, Bar coding, and AIM International, Inc. It was based in part on the corresponding
European Standard EN 796, Bar Coding — Symbology Identifiers, which is fully compatible with this International
Standard.

Annexes A and B form a normative part of this International Standard. Annex C is for information only.
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ISO/IEC 15424:2000(E)

Introduction

The need exists to identify the data carrier a reader detects in autodiscrimination environments. The Symbology
Identifier concept provides a standardized way for a device receiving data from a reader to differentiate between
the data carriers. This specification deals mostly with bar code symbologies, therefore the terms Symbology
Identifier, symbology, and bar code are used throughout the document but they are intended to apply to other data
carriers as well.

This identification is achieved by the addition of an optional feature to readers enabling the reader to prefix a
standard string of characters to data messages. This preamble contains information about the decoded symbol (or
other data carrier) and any processing the reader has done. The information is not encoded or otherwise explicitly
or implicitly represented in the symbol, except that the presence of some optional features may be detected by the
reading equipment, whereas others require the reader to be expressly configured to implement them.

This International Standard should be read in conjunction with the relevant symbology specifications.
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