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National foreword

This British Standard reproduces verbatim ISO/IEC 9576 : 1991 and implements
it as the UK national standard.

This British Standard is published under the direction of the Information Systems
Technology Standards Policy Committee whose Technical Committee IST/21 has
the responsibility to:

- aid enquirers to understand the text;

- present to the responsible international committee any enquiries on
interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep UK interests informed,

- monitor related international and European developments and promulgate
them in the UK.

NOTE. International and European Standards, as well as overseas standards, are available from BSI
Sales Department, BSI, Linford Wood, Milton Keynes, MK14 6LE.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity from
legal obligations.
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First edition
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Information technology — Open Systems
Interconnection — Connectionless presentation
protocol specification

Technologies de l'information — Interconnexion de systémes ouverts — Spécification
de protocole de présentation en mode sans connexion
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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International
Electrotechnical Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardiz-
ation. National bodies that are members of ISO or IEC participate in the development
of International Standards through technical committees established by the respective
organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC technical
committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations,
governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the
work.

In the field of information technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical
committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1. Draft International Standards adopted by the joint
technical committee are circulated to national bodies for voting. Publication as an
Internaticnal Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the national bodies
casting a vote.

International Standard ISO/IEC 9576 was prepared by Joint Technical Committee
ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology.

Annex A forms an integral part of this International Standard.
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Introduction

This International Standard (ISO 9576) is one of a set of International Standards produced to
facilitate the interconnection of information processing systems. The set of standards covers
the services and protocols required to achieve such interconnection.

This International Standard is positioned with respect to other related standards by the layers
defined in the Reference Model for Open System Interconnection (ISO 7498). In particular,
it is a protocol of the Presentation Layer. It is most closely related to the Presentation
Service Definition (ISO 8822) and the addendum to the Presentation Service Definition
covering connectionless-mode transmission (ISO 8822/Amd.1), the Session Service
Definition (ISO 8326), and the addendum to the Session Service Definition covering
connectionless-mode transmission (ISO 8326/Amd.3). The interrelationships of these

standards is depicted below:
Presentation
Service Definition
Connectionless
Presentation Protocol
Specification

'

Session
Service Definition

The structure of this International Standard is similar to the structure of the connection-
oriented Presentation Protocol specification in order to facilitate cross reference between the
two standards.
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