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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical Commission) 
form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of ISO or IEC 
participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees established by the 
respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees 
collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in 
liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the field of information technology, ISO and IEC have 
established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3. 

The main task of the joint technical committee is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the joint technical committee are circulated to national bodies for voting. Publication as an International 
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the national bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this part of ISO/IEC 9797 may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO/IEC 9797-2 was prepared by Joint Technical Committee ISO/IEC JTC 1, Information technology, 
Subcommittee SC 27, IT Security techniques. 

ISO/IEC 9797 consists of the following parts, under the general title Information technology — Security 
techniques — Message Authentication Codes (MACs): 

 Part 1: Mechanisms using a block cipher 

 Part 2: Mechanisms using a dedicated hash-function 

Further parts may follow. 

Annexes A and B of this part of ISO/IEC 9797 are for information only. 
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Introduction

The International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) draw
attention to the fact that it is claimed that compliance with this part of ISO/IEC 9797 may involve the use of a patent
concerning MAC Algorithm 1 (MDx-MAC) given in Clause 6.

ISO and IEC take no position concerning the evidence, validity and scope of this patent right.

The holder of this patent right has assured the ISO and IEC that he is willing to negotiate licenses under reasonable
and non-discriminatory terms and conditions with applicants throughout the world. In this respect, the statement of
the holder of this patent right is registered with the ISO and IEC. Information may be obtained from

Entrust Technologies, Technology Licensing Dept., 750 Heron Road, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1V 1A7.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this part of ISO/IEC 9797 may be the subject of
patent rights other than those identiffed above. ISO and IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all
such patent rights.
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