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Foreword

The development of this BSI Flex was facilitated by BSI Standards Limited and it was 
released under licence from The British Standards Institution.

Acknowledgement is given to the following 
organizations and their representatives as well as 
individuals who contributed as members of the 
Advisory Group:
•	Bolton Consultancy Ltd

•	National Childrenswear Association

•	Shirley Technologies Ltd

•	Intertek

•	The Cabinet Office

•	CPIN

•	University of Leeds, UK

•	University of Huddersfield

•	Nestle UK

•	University College London

•	Which?

•	Pennine Healthcare

•	UK Hospitality

•	SMTL, NWSSP

•	Rocialle Healthcare Limited

The British Standards Institution retains ownership and 
copyright of this BSI Flex. BSI Standards Limited as the 
publisher of the BSI Flex reserves the right to withdraw 
or amend this BSI Flex on receipt of authoritative advice 
that it is appropriate to do so. 

The agile BSI Flex development process enables a 
specification to be rapidly developed, and on an 
iterative basis, in order to fulfil an immediate need in 
industry. This BSI Flex can be considered for further 
development as a PAS, British Standard, or constitute 
part of the UK input into the development of a 
European or International Standard.

Relationship with other publications
This BSI Flex was adapted from the CEN Workshop 
Agreement, Community face coverings — Guide to 
minimum requirements, methods of testing and use. 
The CEN Workshop Agreement is now being further 
developed as the basis for a CEN Technical Specification, 
and it is envisaged that this BSI Flex will be withdrawn 
once the CEN Technical Specification is published.

Use of this document
The provisions of this BSI Flex are presented in roman 
(i.e. upright) type. Its requirements are expressed in 
sentences in which the principal auxiliary verb is “shall”.

Commentary, explanation and general informative 
material is presented in smaller italic type, and does not 
constitute a normative element.

Where words have alternative spellings, the preferred 
spelling of the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary is used 
(e.g. “organization” rather than “organisation”).

Please note that the content in this release is part of an 
iterative process and changes from time to time with 
subsequent iterations.

It has been assumed in the preparation of this BSI Flex 
that the execution of its provisions will be entrusted 
to appropriately qualified and experienced people, for 
whose use it has been produced.

Contractual and legal considerations
The content in this release is provided on an “as 
is” basis and BSI is not responsible for any errors or 
omissions or for the results obtained from the use of 
any information from this version. 

BSI grants no warranty (express or implied) of any kind 
including regarding the completeness, accuracy or 
results of the content in this version. 

BSI (or any of its group companies) will not be liable for 
the content in this release or any decision made or action 
taken in reliance on the information in this version.  

Inclusion of items in this release does not mean BSI 
endorses them or agrees with their content. The 
release provides general guidance only and should 
not be treated as advice. Professional advice should be 
obtained before applying the information included to 
particular circumstances.

This BSI Flex does not purport to include all the 
necessary provisions of a contract. Users are responsible 
for its correct application.

This BSI Flex is not to be regarded as a British Standard 
or PAS. It will be withdrawn upon publication of its 
content in, or as, a British Standard. 

Compliance with a BSI Flex cannot confer immunity 
from legal obligations.
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Introduction

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, people were 
asked to wear simple face coverings to reduce the 
projection of exhaled air and hence reduce the spread 
of infection. Drawing on hospital experiences and 
data, community face coverings are being re-defined to 
include performance requirements.

The World Health Organization (WHO) have provided 
guidance on the factors which are to be considered 
for face coverings, as well as examples of where the 
general public are encouraged to use medical and non-
medical masks (i.e. face coverings) in areas with known 
or suspected community transmission [1].

Community face coverings are intended for use by 
people not displaying any clinical symptoms of viral or 
bacterial infection and who do not come into contact 
with people displaying such symptoms. 

Community face coverings are not suitable for children 
under 3 years of age. It is recommended that children 
between 3 and 11 years are supervised while wearing 
the community face covering.

NOTE The minimum age criteria can be higher in 
function of the national recommendations.

Community face coverings minimize the projection 
of the wearer’s respiratory droplets, saliva, sputum 
or respiratory secretions when talking, coughing or 
sneezing. Community face coverings are designed to 
offer a level of protection for those around the wearer, 
but they can also limit penetration by respiratory 
droplets from another person into the wearer’s nose 
and mouth. A face covering can also minimize the 
amount wearers touch their nose and mouth. See 
Figure 1. 

Figure 1 – Limitation of the projection of respiratory droplets to the environment 
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