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GUIDANCE FOR ROADSIDE INSPECTIONS OF VEHICLES TRANSPORTING 

CLASS 2 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

When inspecting vehicles transporting Class 2 hazardous materials including, but not limited to, cargo tanks, 
tube trailers, cylinder trucks and trailers, multiple element gas containers (MEGC), and portable tanks, these 
precautions shall be followed: 

a) Review the shipping papers to identify if any Class 2 hazardous materials are being transported;  

b) Do not move vehicle inside an enclosed structure when the vehicle contains any of the following hazardous 
materials in the following class and divisions: 2.1 (flammable gas), 2.3 (gas poisonous by inhalation), or  
2.2 (nonflammable gas) with a 5.1 (oxidizer) subsidiary hazard;   

 WARNING: Failure to follow this precaution can result in fire, explosion, serious injury, or death. 

c) Vehicles transporting nonflammable, nontoxic, and nonoxidizing gases shall be moved inside only if there 
is adequate ventilation such as ceiling vents, exhaust fans, open doors, etc; and  

d) Hazardous material vehicles shall be separated from other hazardous material vehicles by at least one 
vehicle width. 

The following safe work practices apply: 

– Wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE); 

– No smoking; 

– Cell phones and other electronic equipment should be either turned off or not permitted in the vicinity of 
vehicles;   

– Appropriate safe tools such as nonsparking tools and explosion proof lights shall be used; 

– Emergency isolation systems, container valves, and pumps shall not be operated; and 

– Internal container inspection and container entry shall not be allowed. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
 
The information contained in this document was obtained from sources believed to be reliable and is based on  
technical information and experience currently available from members of the Compressed Gas Association, Inc. and 
others. However, the Association or its members, jointly or severally, make no guarantee of the results and assume 
no liability or responsibility in connection with the information or suggestions herein contained. Moreover, it should not 
be assumed that every acceptable commodity grade, test or safety procedure or method, precaution, equipment or 
device is contained within, or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or suggest further require-
ments or additional procedure. 
 
This document is subject to periodic review, and users are cautioned to obtain the latest edition. The Association  
invites comments and suggestions for consideration. In connection with such review, any such comments or sugges-
tions will be fully reviewed by the Association after giving the party, upon request, a reasonable opportunity to be 
heard. Proposed changes may be submitted via the Internet at our web site, www.cganet.com. 
 
This document should not be confused with federal, state, provincial, or municipal specifications or regulations;  
insurance requirements; or national safety codes. While the Association recommends reference to or use of this doc-
ument by government agencies and others, this document is purely voluntary and not binding unless adopted by ref-
erence in regulations. 
 
A listing of all publications, audiovisual programs, safety and technical bulletins, and safety posters is available via the 
Internet at our website at www.cganet.com. For more information contact CGA at Phone: 703-788-2700, ext. 799.  
E-mail: customerservice@cganet.com. 
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