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EVIDENCE OF OWNERSHIP OF COMPRESSED GAS CYLINDERS 

Hazardous Materials Regulations of the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) in Title 49 of the U.S. Code of 
Federal Regulations (49 CFR) Part 173.301(e) states that a cylinder filled with a hazardous material may not be 
offered for transportation unless it was filled by the owner of the cylinder or with the owner’s consent [1].1 Similar 
regulations issued by Transport Canada (TC) are applicable in Canada. The Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
Regulations, Clause 5.10(1), refers to CSA B340, Selection and Use of Cylinders, Spheres, Tubes, and Other 
Containers for the Transportation of Dangerous Goods, Class 2, Clause 5.1.1, which specifies that containers 
shall not be filled without the consent of the owner of the containers [2, 3]. 

A facility, before filling a cylinder for shipment, is required to have the owner's consent to fill the cylinder and to 
ensure that the cylinder is qualified for filling under the regulations. The facility is responsible for ensuring that 
the filler properly inspects the condition of the cylinder before filling. 

CGA P-1, Standard for Safe Handling of Compressed Gases in Containers, states that cylinders (containers) 
shall not be filled except by the owner or with the owner's consent, and then only in accordance with the regula-
tions of DOT and TC [4]. One of the following methods should be used to indicate cylinder ownership and au-
thorization to fill cylinders: 

1. Cylinder is owned by the company filling the cylinders as verified by ownership markings or registered sym-
bols that appear, for example, on a neck ring or stamped into the cylinder; 

2. A listing of cylinder ownership markings or registered symbols available at the cylinder filling plant that iden-
tifies cylinders as being acceptable for filling based on previously obtained authorization from the owners of 
the cylinders; 

3. A signed statement by the owner, or by a representative of the owner, stating that they own the cylinder 
offered for filling; 

4. A bill of sale or invoice identifying the serial numbers of the cylinders offered for filling that are presented by 
the owner or representative of the owner; 

5. A cylinder may be contracted by a receiving party to a third (or fourth, fifth, etc.) party for filling provided that 
the receiving party complies with 1, 2, 3, or 4. The receiving party is the entity that receives the empty 
cylinders for filling; or 

6. Customer-owned empty cylinders, commonly known in the industry as “exchange” or “sold” cylinders, may, 
with the owner's knowledge, and at the option of the filling location, be exchanged for full cylinders of the 
same type and contents without requiring a signed statement. Exchange cylinders are typically small lique-
fied petroleum gas, oxygen, acetylene cylinders, and cylinders with blank or no neck rings. 

                                            
1 The Federal Hazardous Materials Transportation Law (49 U.S.C.) provides that whoever knowingly commits an act 
which is a violation of any order or regulation, applicable to any person who transports, or causes to be transported, or 
shipped hazardous materials, shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $50,000 and not less than $250 for 
each violation. A person is guilty of a criminal offense if he willfully violates a provision of this title or an order or 
regulation issued under this title. Upon conviction, a person shall be fined or imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or 
both; except that the maximum amount of imprisonment shall be 10 years in any case in which the violation involves 
the release of a hazardous material that results in the death or bodily injury to any person. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
 
The information contained in this document was obtained from sources believed to be reliable and is based on  
technical information and experience currently available from members of the Compressed Gas Association, Inc. and 
others. However, the Association or its members, jointly or severally, make no guarantee of the results and assume no 
liability or responsibility in connection with the information or suggestions herein contained. Moreover, it should not be 
assumed that every acceptable commodity grade, test or safety procedure or method, precaution, equipment or device 
is contained within, or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or suggest further requirements or 
additional procedure. 
 
This document is subject to periodic review, and users are cautioned to obtain the latest edition. The Association  
invites comments and suggestions for consideration. In connection with such review, any such comments or sugges-
tions will be fully reviewed by the Association after giving the party, upon request, a reasonable opportunity to be heard. 
Proposed changes may be submitted via the Internet at our web site, www.cganet.com. 
 
This document should not be confused with federal, state, provincial, or municipal specifications or regulations;  
insurance requirements; or national safety codes. While the Association recommends reference to or use of this docu-
ment by government agencies and others, this document is purely voluntary and not binding unless adopted by refer-
ence in regulations. 
 
A listing of all publications, audiovisual programs, safety and technical bulletins, and safety posters is available via the 
Internet at our website at www.cganet.com. For more information contact CGA at Phone: 703-788-2700, ext. 799.  
E-mail: customerservice@cganet.com. 
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