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This publication is not to be regarded as a British Standard.

It is being issued in the Draft for Development series of
publications and is of a provisional nature for the reasons
given in the introduction.

It should be applied on this provisional basis, so that
information and experience of its practical application
may be obtained.

A review of this Draft for Development will be carried out
not later than two years after its publication. Notification
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of the start of the review period, with a request for the
submission of comments from users of this Draft for
Development will be made in an announcement in the
appropriate issue of BS/ News. Observations which it is
felt should receive attention before the official call for
comments will be welcomed.

According to the replies received, the responsible BS|
Committee will judge whether the Draft for Development
can be converted into a British Standard or what other
action should be taken.
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National foreword
This Draft for Development has been prepared under the direction of the Information Systems Technology Standards
Committee.
The primary objective of this Draft for Development is to give guidance to product and systems designers concerned
with service conventions for Open Systems Interconnection (OSlI).
The text of this Draft for Development is identical with Technical Report 85609-1987, published by the International
Organization for Standardization (1SO). It is a revision of DD 108 : 1986 to take into account minor changes arising
from the letter ballot on the Draft Technical Report 8509. It supersedes DD 108 : 1986, which is withdrawn.
The UK has actively participated through BSI Technical Committee I1ST/21 in the development of this Technical
Report.
The conventions specified in this Draft for Development are not identical to those used in the British Standards for the
session service (BS 6960), and the transport service and the network service, which are currently in preparation.
The differences, however, are such that this Draft for Development can be used as a guide to the conventions used in
the service standards.
Up-to-date information on existing and projected British Standards publications for Open Systems Interconnection is
included in the ‘Basic List’, published as part of the BSI Information Technology Services (BITS) initiative. For details
contact: Marketing Department, BSI, Linford Wood, Milton Keynes, MK14 6LE.
Terminology and conventions. The text of the Technical Report has been approved as suitable for publication as a
Draft for Development without deviation. Some terminology and certain conventions are not identical with those used
in Drafts for Development; attention is drawn especially to the following.
Wherever the words ‘Technical Report’ appear, referring to this Draft for Development, they should be read as ‘Draft
for Development’.
Cross-references
International standard Corresponding British Standard
ISO 7498 : 1984 BS 6568 Reference model of Open Systems Interconnection
Part 1 : 1988 Basic reference model (incorporating connectionless-mode transmission)
(Identical)
1SO 8326 : 1987 BS 6960 : 1988 Open Systems Interconnection: basic connection-oriented session
service definition
(ldentical)
The Technical Committee has reviewed the provisions of 1SO 8072* and 1SO 8348, to which reference is made in the
text, and has decided that they are acceptable for use in conjunction with this Draft for Development.

*British Standard in preparation.
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0 Introduction

This Technical Report has been published as interim guidance to users and definers of service standards. The objective is to provide a

common definition of terms and time sequence diagrams for reference by service standards, particularly those for the Network,
Transport and Session Layers.

Although the original intention was for ISO to publish an International Standard for service conventions, it has become accepted that
considerably more work is required to produce a completely satisfactory and comprehensive treatment of the subject.

The advanced state of development of the Network, Transport and Session service definitions is such that a common reference to
their use of service conventions is required. This Technical Report is designed to meet that need, but not the complete needs of all
service standards derived from the Basic Reference Model. Even then it has not been possible to ensure full alignment between these
three standards and this Technical Report. Almost all divergences are not technically significant, insofar as they generally involve
slightly different ways of presenting the same type of information.

Rather than seek perfect alignment, and hence introduce delays in the publication of those standards, a more practical but less
elegant solution has been adopted. This Technical Report defines the general conventions used, but also identifies where a particular
service standard uses significantly different conventions.

1 Scope and field of application

This Technical Report establishes definitions of terms and conventions for reference by standards defining the connection-oriented or
connectionless-mode (N)-services provided by the Reference Model for Open Systems Interconnection (ISO 7498). In particular, it is

concerned with conventions relating to a point-to-point connection, or instance of a point-to-point communication within a layer of
the Reference Model.

NOTE — The scope of this Technical Report has been restricted to meet a specific urgent need for the Network, Transport and Session Layers. Where
appropriate it can be applied to other layers.

Conventions for the other types of (N)-service, and wider issues of the underlying semantic model for (N)-services are the subject of further study.

2 References
ISO 7498, Information processing systems — Open Systems Interconnection — Basic Reference Model.

ISO 8072, /Information processing systems — Open Systems Interconnection — Transport service definition.
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