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This publications is not to be regarded as a British Standard.

It is being issued in the Draft for Development series of
publications and is of a provisional nature because work on
related subjects is not yet complete. It is recommended that
it should be applied on this provisional basis so that
information and experience of its practical application may
be obtained. - :

A review of this Draft for Development will be carried out
not later than two years after its publication. Notification
of the start of the review period together with a request for
the submission of comments from the users of this Draft
for Development will be made in an announcement in the
appropriate issue of BSI News. Observations which it is felt
should receive attention before the official call for
comments will be welcomed.

According to the replies received, the responsible BSI
Committee will judge whether the Draft for Development
can be converted into a BS or what other action should be
taken if the interim guidance has proved to be not
practicable or not useful.

Foreword

The purpose of a scaffold is to provide a safe place of

work with safe access. This Draft for Development sets out
design requirements for access and working scaffolds. These
are substantially independent of the materials from which
the scaffold is made. This draft is in accordance with the
Construction (Working Places) Regulations 1966. It is
expected to be used as a basis for enquiry and design of
such scaffolds and would provide the basic specification to
support a quotation. (For example, as given in the Joint
Advisory Committee Report 1973.)

As a number of options are given to suit different
applications, a choice has to be made between the various
options within the document. The particular choices would
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be set down in a supplementary specification. All other
requirements not included would also be in this supp-
lementary specification.

Based on these design requirements, a set of rules can be
drawn up for a particular type of equipment. These may be
standard for general use, or specially prepared for a
particular job. In this way the requirements of Section 6 of
the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 may be dis-
charged.

In the case of tube and fittings scaffolds, formal rules for
construction are already in existence (see BS 5973, formerly
CP 97 : Parts 1 and 3) and compliance with the recommend-
ations of that code will ensure compliance with this Draft
for Development. The European Committee for
Standardization (CEN) is preparing a standard specification
for system or prefabricated scaffolds and the requirements
of the draft Euronorm have a close similarity with this
draft. Because of the overlap between the various docu-
ments, and the interim situation, it has been felt appropriate
to issue this paper as a Draft for Development. This will

give a greatly extended period for comment, and give time
for decisions to be made on the best arrangement of
documentation for this important area of safety.

When the drafting of this document commenced, it was
planned to include guidance on the testing of scaffolds as a
means of showing compliance with the requirements of this
draft (as an alternative to the need to follow published
design codes). Although work is currently progressing
towards the preparation of a method of test and assessment
for scaffolds, it is not yet at a stage where a provisional
method can be included in this draft. It is hoped that this
will be possible when and if this draft proves to be suitable
for confirmation as a British Standard.
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Draft for Development

Design requirements for access and working scaffolds

1. Scope

This Draft for Development specifies the design require-
ments that a working or access scaffold needs to have to
provide safe and practical access and place of work for the
construction, maintenance, repair or demolition of buildings
and structures. Requirements are detailed for scaffold
structures whose stability is ensured by the adjacent
construction, but they are generally applicable to other
scaffolds. Normal requirements are set down, but there is
also provision for special cases.

This draft does not specify requirements for loadbearing
scaffolds such as falsework (see BS 5975%) or shoring (see
CP 2004), or for suspended scaffolds (see BS 5974* or BS
BS 6037 as appropriate) although a number of the general
points are applicable in such cases.

This draft does not include methods of tests for scaffolds
as these are at present in course of preparation. (See
foreword.)

2. References

The titles of the standards publications referred to in this
Draft for Development are listed on the inside back cover.

3. Definitions

For the purposes of this Draft for Development the
following definitions apply.

3.1 anchorage. Component cast or fixed into the building
for the purpose of attaching a tie.

3.2 erector. The person responsible for the erection of the
scaffold.

3.3 platform. The surface, usually horizontal, on which
men and materials are supported.

3.4 reveal tube. A tube fixed by means of a threaded
fitting or by wedging between two opposing surfaces of a
structure, e.g. between two window reveals, to form an
anchor to which the scaffold may be tied.

3.5 scaffold. A temporarily provided structure that
provides access, on or from which persons work, or which
is used to support materials, plant or equipment.

3.6 scaffold designer. The person responsible for the
design of the scaffold.

3.7 specifier. The person who sets out the design
requirements.

3.8 tie. The components attached to an anchorage or
building or framed around a part of it or wedged or screwed
into it with a tie-tube. Used to secure the scaffold to the
structure.

*In course of preparation.

3.9 toe board. An upstand at the edge of a platform.

4. Legislation

All scaffolds shall comply in all respects with current
legislation.

5. Materials

Any material used shall not deteriorate or not be permitted
to deteriorate so as to impair its safe use during the lifetime
of the scaffold. Materials used shall comply with the
requirements of appropriate British Standards.

6. Design

6.1 Stability. Each scaffold structure shall be stable
whether or not further agreed modifications are to be made
to it, from the time erection of the scaffold commences
until the time the scaffold is completely dismantled.

When the scaffold is erected and presented for use, the
complete scaffold structure or any of its constituent parts
shall be capable of safely withstanding the loads specified
in 6.3, with a minimum factor of safety against collapse
of 2 and against overturning of 1.2. Where appropriate,
attachment to the building or structure or other safe means
of providing support, such as the use of guys, anchors, or
kentledge shall be adopted to ensure adequate stability.
(See clause 8.)

6.2 Multiple use. The scaffold shall be designed and
constructed to permit the number and types of platform
and any changes in use or construction stated by the
specifier.

6.3 Loadings

6.3.1 General. The loading condition adopted for the
design shall take into account the following:

(a) dead loads;
(b) imposed loads;
(c) environmental loads.

NOTE. Where not specified in this Draft for Development, self
weights of materials should be taken from BS 648, and imposed
loads taken from CP 3 : Chapter V : Parts 1 and 2.

6.3.2 Dead loads. The allowance for dead loads shall
include the following:

(a) the self weight of the scaffolding structure,
including that of the working platform, fans and other
protective structures and any ancillary structures, e.g.
hoist towers;

(b) the self weight of all materials and equipment stored
on the scaffold.

This publication is a Draft for Development and is therefore not to be regarded as a British Stanmmanrtx&ver.
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