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Foreword

This Draft for Development has been prepared under the
direction of the Office and Information Standards
Committee.

DD 75 is being published in two Parts, the other Part being
Part 1 ‘Recommendations for syntax and basic principles’.

To facilitate up-dating of the directory of elements this
Part (Part 2) is being published in two separate Sections:
Section 2.1 provides all the general information and des-
cribes how the directory is to be implemented; Section 2,2
comprises the directory and its index. Information about
the availability of the directory can be obtained from the
DIAL Maintenance Secretariat, Information Systems
Department, BSI, 2 Park Street, London W1A 2BS.
Before preparing the directory of elements, consideration
was given to the use of other existing directories. It was
found, however, that other directories addressed only
specific application areas. The directory, i.e. Section 2.2,
was, therefore, prepared for general use, Many of the
elements in existing directories have been included and,
where appropriate, the tags used in those directories have
been cross-referenced in a separate index for information.
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Existing tagging systems were not considered appropriate
for direct implementation in DIAL because no control
could be exercised by BSI in allocating tags for new
elements (see also subsection 2.2.1).

‘Recommendations for some groups have been included in

Section 2.2 and recommendations for messages, etc. will be
added in due course. "

Attention is drawn to published standards in related areas,
and standards in course of preparation. These are listed in

_full under the references on the inside back cover but,

briefly, cover items such as the representation of dates and
times, geographical locations, etc., and coded character
sets for text communication. (See also appendix D in

Part 1:1981.) .

NOTE, This Draft for Development is currently published in the
conventional form of British Standard publications. When DIAL
becomes fully operational it may become necessary to make the
directory, i.e. Section 2.2, in DD 75 : Part 2 available in a form
that can be readily up-dated and reprinted. BSI is considering the
provision of output in computer print-out.or machine-readable
form. It is likely that the necessary protocols to operate DIAL
will also become available as software packages.
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