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National foreword

This Draft for Development has been prepared by Technical Committee IST/34, 
Bar coding, and is the English Language version of ENV 1649:1995, 
Bar coding — Operational aspects affecting the reading bar code symbols, 
published by the European Committee for Standardization (CEN).
This Draft for Development is published under the direction of the Information 
Systems Technology Assembly whose Technical Committee IST/34 has the 
responsibility to:

— aid enquirers to understand the text;
— present to the responsible international/European committee any enquiries 
on interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep UK interests informed;
— monitor related international and European developments and promulgate 
them in the UK.

NOTE International and European Standards, as well as overseas standards, are available from 
Customer Services, BSI, 389 Chiswick High Road, London W4 4AL.

This Draft for Development is not to be regarded as a British Standard.
It is being issued in the Draft for Development series of publications and is of a 
provisional nature because the subject matter is still under development 
requiring wider exposure. It should be applied on this provisional basis so that 
information and experience of its practical application may be obtained.
Comments arising from the use of this Draft for Development are requested so 
that the UK experience can be reported to the European organization responsible 
for its conversion to a European Standard. A review of this publication will be 
initiated 2 years after its publication by the European organization so that a 
decision can be taken on its status at the end of its three-year life. The 
commencement of the review period will be notified by and announcement in 
BSI News.
According to the replies received by the end of the review period, the responsible 
BSI Committee will decide whether to support the conversion into a 
European Standard, to extend the life of the prestandard or to withdraw it. 
Comments should be sent in writing to the Secretary of BSI Technical Committee 
IST/34 at BSI, 389 Chiswick High Road, London, W4 4AL, giving the document 
reference and clause number and proposing, where possible, an appropriate 
revision of the text.

Summary of pages
This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages i and ii, 
the ENV title page, pages 2 to 9 and a back cover.
This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had 
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the 
inside front cover.
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Descriptors: Bar codes, legibility, specifications, character sets, optical recognition, implementation

English version

Bar coding — Operational aspects affecting the reading of 
bar code symbols

Code à barres — Aspects de mise en oeuvre 
affectant la lecture des symboles codés à 
barres

Strichcodierung — Einflußgrößen auf die 
Lesung von Strichcodes

This European Prestandard (ENV) was approved by CEN on 1995-05-27 as a
prospective standard for provisional application. The period of validity of this
ENV is limited initially to three years. After two years the members of CEN
will be requested to submit their comments, particularly on the question
whether the ENV can be converted into a European Standard (EN).
CEN members are required to announce the existence of this ENV in the same
way as for an EN and to make the ENV available promptly at national level in
an appropriate form. It is permissible to keep conflicting national standards in
force (in parallel to the ENV) until the final decision about the possible
conversion of the ENV into an EN is reached.
CEN members are the national standards bodies of Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and
United Kingdom.

CEN

European Committee for Standardization
Comité Européen de Normalisation
Europäisches Komitee für Normung

Central Secretariat: rue de Stassart 36, B-1050 Brussels

© 1995 All rights of reproduction and communication in any form and by any means reserved in all
countries to CEN and its members. Ref. No. ENV 1649:1995 E
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