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NOTICE 

ELA Engineering Standards and Pubiications are designed to serve the public interest through 
eliminating misunderstandings between manufacturers and purchasers, facilitating 
interchangeability and improvement of products, and assisting the purchaser in selecting and 
obtaining with minimum delay the proper product for his particular need. Existence of such 
Standards and Publications shall not in any respect preclude any member or nonmember of 
ELA from manufacturing or selling products not conforming to such Standards and 
Publications, nor shall the existence of such Standards and Publications preclude their 
voluntary use by those other than EIA members, whether the standard is to be used either 
domestidy or internationally. 

Standards and Publications are adopted by EL4 in accordance with the American Nationai 
Standards Institute ( A N S I )  patent policy. By such action, EIA does not assume any liability to 
any patent owner, nor does it assume any obligation whatever to parties adopting the Standard 
or Publication. 

This EIA Standard is considered to have International Standarbtion impiication, but the 
Intemational Electrotechnicai Commission activity has not progressed to the point where a 
valid comparison between the EIA Standard and the IEC document can be made. 

This Standard does not purport to address ail safety problems associated with its use or all 
applicable regulatory requirements. It is the responsibility of the user of this Standard to 
establish appropriate safety and heaith practices and to determine the applicability of regulatory 
limitations before its use. 

(From Standards Proposai No. 3928, formulated under the cognizance of the ELA Data 
Modeling Committee (DMC).) 

Published by 

@ELECTRONIC INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 1997 
EngineeIing Department 
2 5 0  Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, VA 22201 

PRICE Please refer to the current 
Catalog of EIA, JEDEC, and "IA STANDARDS and ENGINEERING PUBLICATIONS 

or call Global Engineering Documents, USA and Canada (1-800-854-7179) 
International (303-397-7956) 
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I INTRODUCTION 

1 .I 

2. 

2.1 

2.2 

PURPOSE 

This document defines a Product Life Cycle curve model for use by the electronics 
industry to standardize the terms and definitions used to describe the life cycle 
status of a product.. When required by the customer, a component or piece of 
equipment needs to be identified as to where it is in its life cycle. Such information 
can be useful when specifying parts for use in new systems or as replacements in 
existing systems. This information shall be classified by phases or stages on the 
Product Life Cycle curve. The same classification shall be used across the 
electronics industry. The time remaining in the phase or stage and the time until the 
end of the product's life are also required. The time must be expressed in years. 
This information should be reviewed by the €IA annually for data accuracy. All 
member suppliers shall be solicited for this information. Non-member information 
may be included through agreements with the EIA. The €IA is the owner of the 
published information. 

GENERAL 

REFERENCED EIA DOCUMENTS 

Refer to the EIA for the latest issue of the following: 

DOCUMENT NO. TITLE 
E IA-476-A Source and Date Code 

DEFINITIONS I ACRONYMS 

EIA - Electronic Industries Association 

DM - Discontinued Manufacture 

DW - Data Warehouse 

EIA PLC-CIL Algorithm - Electronic Industries Association Product Life Cycle - 
Customer Information Levels Algorithm is used to determine the three viewer levels 
of PLC data. 

OSS - Out Side Supplier 

PLC- Product Life Cycle 

R & D - Research and Development 

SDI - Supplier Data Interchange 

SME- Subject Matter Expert 
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