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THE ENGINEERING EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS USERS
ASSOCIATION

The Engineering Equipment and Materials Users Association—EEMUA—was formed in 1983 by the
Amalgamation of the Oil Companies Materials Association (OCMA) and the Engineering Equipment
Users Association (EEUA). It is an organisation of substantial purchasers and users of engineering
products, whose members include leading national and multi-national companies in the petroleum,
gas, chemical and energy industries. A list of Full and Associate Members (the latter being limited
to membership of three technical committees) is given below. EEMUA is concerned with the design,

installation, operation and maintenance of the engineering plant used by members in pursuing their
business activities.

The Association aims to reduce members’ costs by providing the opportunity for them to share
resources and expertise in order to keep abreast of technological developments and improve the
effectiveness and efficiency of their engineering activities. EEMUA supports the British Standards
Institution, works with other institutions, associations, government departments, regulatory authorities
and the Confederation of British Industry, and is also actively involved with other standards-making
bodies, both national and international, such as the American Petroleum Institute.

Work, which is carried out in-house by members alone or with the help of other organisations, may
lead to the production of Association publications. These are prepared primarily for members’ use,
but are usually offered for sale and thus for more general use. Such publications may also be
submitted, normally through the British Standards Institution, as bases for appropriate national,
European or international standards.

A list of current EEMUA publications which may be purchased from the Association is given at the
end of this document.

Full Members

Advantica/ Transco*
Associated Octel

BP

Conoco

Dow Corning

Eutech

ExxonMobil

Foster Wheeler Energy
Innogy (was National Power)
Lindsey Oil Refinery
PowerGen

Shell

TXU-Europe Power (was Eastern Generation)

* Subsidiaries of Lattice plc (was BG)
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ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION: LEGAL ASPECTS

In order to ensure that nothing in this publication can in any manner offend against or be affected by
the provisions of the Restrictive Trade Practices Act 1976, the recommendations which it contains

will not take effect until the day following that on which its particulars are furnished to the Office of
Fair Trading.

As the subject dealt with seems likely to be of wide interest, this publication is also being made
available for sale to non-members of the Association. Any person who encounters an inaccuracy or
ambiguity when making use of this publication is asked to notify EEMUA without delay so that the
matter may be investigated and appropriate action taken.

It has been assumed in the preparation of this publication that the user will ensure selection of those
parts of its contents appropriate to the intended application and that such selection and application are
correctly carried out by appropriately qualified and experienced persons for whose guidance the
publication has been prepared. EEMUA does not, and indeed cannot, make any representation or
give any warranty or guarantee in connection with material contained in its publications, and expressly
disclaims any liability or responsibility for damage or loss resulting from their use. Any
recommendations contained herein are based on the most authoritative information available at the
time of writing and on good engineering practice, but it is essential for the user to take account of
pertinent subsequent developments or legislation.

All rights are reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system,

or transmitted in any form or by any means: electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or
other.

Infringement of copyright is not only illegal, but also reduces the Association’s income thereby
jeopardising its ability to fund the production of future publications.
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FOREWORD

A common problem with certain piping systems faced on construction sites and operating plants is
lack of specialist knowledge of how to set and maintain piping spring supports effectively and safely.
This is particularly the case where there is a significant temperature difference between the hot
(operating) and cold (shutdown) conditions of the plant. In many cases specialist engineers need to
be brought in to oversee initial setting; however such specialists may not be readily available post-
commissioning, during plant operation and maintenance.

Accordingly, the EEMUA Piping Systems Technical Committee, comprising piping engineers from
major multinational oil, chemical, power and contracting companies, has developed the present Guide.
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1 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this publication is to provide guidance to users on the specification, installation and
long-term safe use of spring supports for piping. The information contained in this Guide is a
synthesis of the good practices employed by EEMUA member companies, and is intended to
complement specific information provided by manufacturers of spring supports.
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2 SCOPE

The requirements for piping supports are one of the outcomes of the flexibility analysis performed
as part of the piping system design. The scope of the present publication covers the specification of
piping supports—in particular the information required by the manufacturer—the information to be
recorded in the pipe support index, installation and commissioning procedures, in-service inspection
and maintenance, and, as a separate section, dynamic restraints. Advice is also given on safety
aspects affecting plant modifications and demolition.
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