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. ESD Association standards and publications are designed to serve the public interest by
Caution eliminating misunderstandings between manufacturers and purchasers, facilitating the
NOti ce interchan_g_eability and improvement of_ prodqcts and assisting the_purchaser in selecting
and obtaining the proper product for his particular needs. The existence of such
standards and publications shall not in any respect preclude any member or non-member
of the Association from manufacturing or selling products not conforming to such
standards and publications. Nor shall the fact that a standard or publication is published
by the Association preclude its voluntary use by non-members of the Association whether
the document is to be used either domestically or internationally. Recommended
standards and publications are adopted by the ESD Association without regard to
whether their adoption may or may not involve patents on articles, materials or
processes: by such action, the Association does not assume any liability to any patent
owner, nor does it assume any obligation whatever to other parties adopting the
recommended standard or publication.

Interpretation of ESD Association Standards: The interpretation of standards in-so-far as
it may relate to a specific product or manufacturer is a proper matter for the individual
company concern and cannot be undertaken by any person acting for the ESD
Association. The ESD Association Board of Directors may make comments limited to an
explanation or clarification of the technical language or provisions in a standard, but not
related to its application to specific products and manufacturers. No other person is
authorized to comment on behalf of the ESD Association on any ESD Association
Standard.
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Foreword

(This foreword is not part of ESD Association Advisory ADV53.1-1995)

Protection by grounding. Protection of electrostatic discharge (ESD) susceptible items
is accomplished by providing a path to bring static dissipative materials, conductive
materials and personnel to the same electrical potential; that same potential is arbitrarily
selected to be zero potential, as exists at ground. Workstations used in processing of
ESD susceptible items are intended to maintain a near zero potential by providing ground
paths for basic components of the workstation, as well as a connection point for
personnel grounding apparatus.

Additional ESD Protective Workstation Components. Dependent upon applications,
subject to the discretion of the specifying activity, other workstation components could be
employed which may have electrical properties which should be evaluated. Such
components may include: Seating, lonizers, Dispensing Bins/Packaging, Soldering
Irons, Hand Tools, Light Fixtures, Continuous Ground Monitors, CRTs, Keyboards,
Flooring/Floor Mats, and Magnifiers. Evaluation of these components is beyond the
scope of this advisory; however, specifying activities should verify that none of the
components are capable of creating damaging ESD events, and that conductive surfaces
on the components are at a common electrical potential with ESD susceptible items
when the items are exposed to the components.

This advisory was processed and approved for submittal to the ESD Association
Standards Committee and the Board of Directors by the Workstations Subcommittee,
WG 53. At the time it approved this document, the WG 53 Subcommittee had the
following members:

Melissa Feeney-Jolliff, Chair Emeritus Ron Johnson, Secretary
TRW Intel Corp.

Brad Ward, Secretary Dave Berger
The Static Stop Hewlett-Packard

Larry Green Leo Henry
USAF Advanced Micro Devices

Jim Henz Jerry Joyce
Honeywell General Motors Hughes Electronics

Ray Kallman Dennis McKeegan
Pilgrim Electric Northern Telecom

Ron Schwartz Shane Wooldridge
Stanley Storage Systems Kewaunee Scientific

The following individuals made significant contributions to this document:

Jim Garvey Charles Lauderdale
Apple Computer US Air Force

Dan Lynn Clarence Mumme
Stanley Storage Systems Honeywell

Michael Murawski Bob Parr
Kewaunee Scientific Motorola
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