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1. PREFACE TO DYNAMICS SERIES

The aim of these data sheets and memoranda is to provide, in a form convenient to designers and others,
information relating to dynamics.  The results of much valuable work, both theoretical and practical, are
frequently not applied because they are buried in a large number of technical reports and papers which
designers have not the time to discover nor to read.  In addition, much information exists which has never
been published.  It has been the task of the Aerodynamics and Performance Committee to monitor the work
of the Engineering Sciences Data Unit in preparing data sheets and memoranda to assist designers in these
two disciplines. Both Committees had become aware, over many years of their operation, that neither was
adequately covering the field of dynamics, although some data sheets in both Series dealt with certain
aspects.  Accordingly, in 1961, they jointly recommended that a Dynamics Committee be appointed to
examine published and unpublished information, to correlate experimental data, to assess theoretical
predictions and to issue, in the form of data sheets or memoranda, the best information available in the light
of present knowledge.

The present constitution of the Dynamics Committee is:

Chairman
Prof. G.T.S. Done – Independent

Members
Prof. J.R. Banerjee – City University, London
Prof. J.E. Cooper – University of Manchester
Dr N.S. Ferguson – Institute of Sound & Vibration Research, University of Southampton
Mr J.S. Howes – Civil Aviation Authority, Gatwick
Mr S. Nelson – British Aerospace Defence Ltd, Brough
Mr G.E. Smith – Independent
Mr P.G. Thomasson – Cranfield University
Mr M. Tobak† – NASA, Ames Research Center, Calif., USA

The member of staff of ESDU concerned is:

The Dynamics Committee, which first met in January 1962, has the co-operation and assistance of scientists
and engineers in industry, research establishments and universities from whom much unpublished
information is received.

† Corresponding Member

Mr C.J. Loughton – Head, Mechanical Motion and System Dynamics Group
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