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1990 is European Tourism Year. This was decided by the Council of
Ministers of the European Community, responding to a suggestion
made by the European Parliament with the support of the European Commission.
The ministers responsible for tourism in the Community governments held their
first formal meeting on 14 December 1988 and adopted an action programme,
which stresses the integrating role of tourism in working towards the large area
without frontiers after 1992 and the creation of a true People’s Europe.

O Intra-European tourism enables people, particularly the young, to enrich
their knowledge of the cultures and life-styles of the 12 member countries of
the Community, thus becoming more aware of what Europe is really about,

O Tourism is an economic sector of prime importance for the Community and its
Member States: it represents about 5.5% of the Community’s gross domestic
product, 8% of ptivate consumption, 4.5% of currency inflow and outflow. It
employs 7.5 million people, providing up to 6% of total employment; it is one
of the Community’s main job-creating industries.

Objectiveé and lines of action

The economic, cultural and political impact of tourism explains the decision to
devote a ‘European Year’ to it and accounts for the aims and lines of action
adopted.

The ministers defined the two major objectives of European Tourism Year:

O To prepate for the establishment of the large area without frontiers, turning
the integrating role of tourism to account in the creation of a People’s Europe.

[0 To emphasize the economic and social importance of the sector, in regional
policy and job creation and in other respects.

To these ends the ministers decided to initiate or to support a range of
coordinated activities by the Community, the Member States and private
organizations involved in tourism. These activities would be aimed particularly at
promoting:

O Greater knowledge among the citizens of the Member States, particularly
young people, of the cultures and life-styles of the other Member States.

O Intra-Community tourism, particularly by facilitating the movement of
travellers, as well as tourism from countries outside the Community.

[0 A better distribution of tourism over time and location, with proper respect
for the quality of the environment, particularly by encouraging the staggering
of holidays and the development of alternatives to mass tourism, of new
destinations and of new forms of tourism., —
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For the ministers, the most serious problem confronting tourism in the Com-
munity is its over-concentration in the high season. The consequences are well
known both to the experts, and the tourists themselves are becoming more aware
of them: congestion of transport and accommodation services, deterioration of
the natural and man-made environment — with under-utilization of capital and
human resources in the low season. European Tourism Year must therefore
contribute to greater awareness of the possibilities and advantages which an
extension of the tourist season would offer both to holidaymakers and to the
various regions of the Community; it should be a golden opportunity to promote a
better use of existing tourism infrastructure and equipment.

The European Commission was given the task of organizing European Tourism
Year and is assisted by a steering committee composed of one or two representa-
tives from each Member State. Representatives of the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) are invited to meetings: the Community ministers respon-
sible for tourism insisted on the need to approach the task on a continental scale
and the EFTA countries made clear their interest in the initiative. Observers from
major tourism associations also participate as observers in the work of the
committee. '

The Community and EFTA Member States have each established a national
committee to identify and propose projects for Community co-financing, to
examine their sponsorship or patronage and to support the preparation of various
events, including the launching of the Year in each country.

A Year rich in initiatives

European Tourism Year should see a very wide range of initiatives by public and
private operators in all the member countries. The European Community is
involved not only in its coordinating role, but also in co-financing selected
projects, financing information campaigns and awarding prizes for competitions
on tourism-related themes.

[0 The Community and the national European Tourism Year committees are
willing to give their support or patronage, as well as the right to use the logo of
the Year, to voluntary activities undertaken by public or private operators
with the aim of facilitating or promoting tourism to or within the Community,
in accordance with the Year’s general objectives or its specific themes. These

. activities can be very diverse: exhibitions, fairs, festivals, conferences, compe-
titions, publicity campaigns, projects to protect or improve the natural or
man-made environment, etc, The Community does not intend to impose
directives or any programme to limit the range, but as a beginning it has
defined three kinds of activity which it is prepared to support:

® Coordination of price reductions in transport and accommodation during
the low season. Public and private bodies in the member countries could
designate target periods — November 1990 and March 199},}%@3
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