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movement of persons, goods and services as from the end of 1992

presupposes and requires the establishment of genuinely trans-European
networks — based on interconnection and interoperability of national networks
already in existence or being developed — in sectors such as transport, energy,
telecommunications and vocational training. Everyone will gain from this: indi-
viduals, industry, the business community and public administrations. On the eve
of the third millennium it is high time to fill in the ‘missing links’ and to eliminate
the bottlenecks at the points where the various national networks join; commu-
nications with the Community’s outlying regions should be improved and
consideration given to extending networks beyond the present territory of the
Twelve towards northern, central and eastern Europe and towards the countries
of the Mediterranean basin.’

The creation of a European area without internal frontiers allowing the free

The message sent out by the European Commission in a communication pub-
lished at the end of 1990 is based on several months’ consultation with all the
circles concerned, both private and public. The programme of action set out by
the Commission has three aspects that are indissolubly linked:

W Priority projects in the four areas under consideration: transport, energy,
telecommunications and training. These projects take account of the need to

cover the entire territory of the Community with a view to economic and social
cohesion.

M Horizontal measures to promote the formation of European networks: the
establishment of master plans, regulations and technical standards to ensure
network interoperability and prevent the emergence of divergent national
standards, the granting to certain projects of a ‘declaration of European
interest’, conferring on them a label facilitating their implementation and
funding, and the creation of a think-tank with Europe-wide coverage to collect
all the necessary data for evaluating requirements and to identify the technical
and financial constraints hindering the development of European networks.

M Financial measures to promote private funding (particularly by meeting the
costs of prior feasibility studies) and to ensure that higher priority is given to
trans-European networks in the future operation of the Community’s
budgetary and lending instruments. While the Commission’s intention is that,
as far as possible, funding should come predominantly from the private sector,

public funding, which might include Community support, will be required in
certain cases.

Transport: towards an intelligent combination
of all existing resources

Although substantial headway has been made in both road and rail transpbrt, the
same unfortunately cannot be said of air transport and shipping.

T Manuscript completed in January 1991.
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AIR-TRAFFIC CONTROL AREAS IN EUROPE

Source: Association of European Airlines, 1989.

B Air transport. In view of the worsening airport congestion, the measures
decided upon so far are not ambitious enough, The Commission’s view is that
the present mosaic of 42 air-traffic control centres and 22 air-traffic control
systems in Europe should be merged into a single system, to improve
efficiency and reduce costs.

W Shipping. The lack of a political consensus among the Twelve is preventing
concerted action at Community level, e.g. for developing port infrastructures
4 on the Atlantic and Mediterranean seaboards.
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