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. Furopean tradition in
Cracow: the market
square with the old

drapers' hall.

T;e peacefyl revolution that has swept Eastern

. Europe is probably the most significant event in global

terms of the past 45 years. It represents a challenge
and an opportunity to which the EC has given an
immediate response,

The Community and its Member States, thanks to
shared traditions and culture, are uniquely placed to
help their Eastern neighbours on the way back to
democracy. The EC also serves as a model for bringing
market-driven economic policies to the Eastern part of
the continent.

The first effects of the revolution have already been
felt. Germany has been united. A new set of
relationships is being created between the EC and
each of its neighbours in Central and Eastern Europe.
The Community has been at the centre of combined
Western efforts to support the economic liberalization
process in Eastern Europe.

These developments are only a beginning. The time
when Europe was divided into three distinct regions —
the Community, EFTA and Comecon — is now

-changing. The map is being redrawn with the

Community firmly at the heart of the new Europe. This
Europe is set to emerge as a new force in the balance
of world power. —_—
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The emerging democracies in the East
are part of the new Europe just as they

have played H}e:r part n ’rhe grect
cultural, scienti ic, po litical and econ-
omic 5 that-have shaped the
of Europe. |
UndeL cemmunism, the desire of the {

were part of mainstream Europe untit
their former communist rulers shut the}n
off from their Western nej

the end of World War

tional contacis were =
Eastern Europe i/ Bl n ferritory
for two generati B citizens.
Until then, culk § commerce
intermidk ly. Fast Europeans

Jaan Guyaux

B es of Eastern Europe to return to
~fendamental principles of freedom and

demogcracy was always preseat, rising
irrepressibly to the surface at regular
intervals, It began with the East Berlin
vprising in 1953, followed by dramatic
(and often violent} events in Poland,
Hungary and Czechoslovakia over the -
following 30 years and culminating in
the almost bloodless revolutions in one
East European country after cmother in.

1989.

THE EC
AS ROLE MODEL

Immediately after its victory at the polls
in April 1990, Hungary's Democratic
Forum, which headed the winning
coalition, said membership of the
European Community was the new
government's foreign policy priority.
leaders of other Central and East
European countries have made similar
statements.

European architecture in
Budapest: the Parliament
buildings beside the BASIC INDICATORS FOR EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES
Danube, - N .
Indicators Soviet | Bulgaria | Czecha- | Hungary | Po'and | Romania | OECD
Union slovakia
Poputation [miliion, 1988} 286.4 9.0 15.6 10.6 38.0 23.0 824.8
GDP (billion USD, 1988) 1 590.0 50.7 118.6 68.8( 207.2 94.7(12073.0°
GDP per capita [{USD] 55520 5633.0] 7 603.0f 6 491.0| 5453.0| 4 117.0| 14637.0;
Annual growih of GDP (%] 1981-85 1.7 08 1.2 0.7 0.6 -0.1 2.5:
1986-88 23 1.9 1.5 1.5 1.0 0.1 3.5.
living storndards {1987} : :
Cars par | Q00 inhabitants 50.0 127.0 182.0 153.0 74.0 11.0]  385.0:
Telephonss per T 000 inhabitants 124.0 248.0 246.0 15207 1220 1.0 542.0:
Share of workforce in agriculiure {¥4) 21.7 19.5 12,1 18.4 28.2 28.5 8.0,
Gross domestic invesiment/GDP [%] 33.2 327 24.7 28.5 34.5 37.1 20.6.
Shore of private enterprise in GDP [%4] 25 8.9 31 14.6 14.7 2.5 70-80.
Exporis of goods as % of GDP {1988) 638 23.0 19.7 14.7 6.4 11.2 14,4% )
Exporis of monvfaciured goods as
share of exporis to non-socialist . .
countries 63.0 59.3 724 79.6 63.4 50.6 81.8.
Source: OECD.
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