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‘Science conducted
on a cooperative
basis could be a

driving force for the
construction of a

real ““European
culture” since it
achieves exactly the
right combination of
universality and

specificity.

Jacques Delors,
President of the
European
Commission

Coca-

Ever since it was set up the Community has been
concerned with research and  technology.
However, with the entry into force in 1987 of the
Treaty reforms and the launch of the programme for
the completion of the internal market, these ac-
tivities took on a completely new dimension. Com-
puters, telecommunications, industrial technolo-
gies, biotechnology, energy: today the Community
is active in all the key sectors which have an increas-
ingly direct impact on industrial competitiveness.
Cancer, AIDS, ageing: Community activities also
extend to the field of health care, where progress is
closely related to advances in medicine and phar-
maceutical know-how. The build-up of carbon diox-
ide (CO,) in the atmosphere and global warming,
forest die-back, water pollution: all major en-
vironmental issues are now being studied at the
European level.
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Cancer, AIDS, ageing:
Community aclivities
also extend fo the field
of health care. The
1990-24 framework
programme includes
ECU 741 million for
life sciences and
technologies. Research
on AIDS in the tropics.

A TASK
FOR EUROPE

Why is action needed at European

level in all these fields? Europe is the

cradle of science and technology in
the forms in which we know them fto-

the lead in most of the major Grecs
research and fechnolo |cd1LdeyﬁJQ
ment. For several decades|the United
States has played aleading role on the
internafional-scientific-seene, and a
numbet of e¢onomically crucial
technological sectors are dominated
“‘by“JOpan.
Europe does not lack potential. It has
many research scientists, mostly of ex-

day. However, it can no Ionger c GI l

Ac of car-
dioxide in the ai-
sphere and forest

e-back {phoio) —
major environmental
problems are studied
at European level. The
current framework pro-
gramme includes ECU
518 million for en-
vironmental research.

fremely high calibre. Its research
spending, while lower than that of its
competitors, is still quite respectable.
Nevertheless, divided as it is info dif-
ferent countries, Europe does not make
the most of its substantial intellectual
and economic potential. Dispersed
funding, isolafed research, lack of
mobility among research scientists,
duplication of effort under national
programmes: these are all factors
which tend to reduce the impact of
European research work.
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By bringing together the resources of
the various countries we can fake ad-
vantage of the complementary know-
how and abilities available in Europe.
Cooperation can lead to synergy, the
infegration of research in infer-
disciplinary areas, and support for
coordinated industrial strategies.

As the clearest expression and the
most powerful instrument of European
integration, the European Community
can play a pivotal role in this. Spurred
on by its commitment to complete the
infernal market by the end of 1992, the
Community can provide a framework
for the establishment of a true ‘Euro-
pean scientific area’. However, the aim
is not to transfer as many research ac-
tivities as possible to the European
level. Community policy is based on a
very clear fundamental principle: to
promote at European level projects
which it would be less rational, more
costly and less efficient to run at na-
fional level.
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