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FOREWORD

tandardization has become a key issue in the development of information technology
and telecommunications world-wide. This information pack explains how the Commu-
nity is responding to the challenge.

Information Technology (IT) and Telecommunications have a three-fold economic and
social importance :

¢ the information industries form one of the largest economic sectors, and are soon likely to be

the largest throughout the Community: European competitiveness on world markets is the-
refore vital in this sector; .

® most other sectors are on the way to becoming critically dependent on the use of IT for
competitiveness; some are already so; .

e the single European market will-not become a reality if technical barriers obstruct the flow of
information between trading partners who increasingly use electronic means of processing
and communicating information.

The present Babel of incompatible hardware, software and communication services cannot
provide a basis for meeting future needs: not for the information industries, not for their cus-
tomers, not for the development of trade. Major changes are under way. It is essential for the
Community that those changes are accelerated and influenced in a direction which mests
Community needs.

These fact sheets set out the problems and describe Community policy and action in tackling
them.- The Community is a focal point for coordinated European action in:

¢ ensuring that the required technical standards exist and that they are the same throughout
the Community, and wherever possible, world-wide

Source : CONCORDE

Commission of the European Communities

MAY 1988

¢ DG Xl e Telecommunications, Information Industriesm&mménts


http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/euro-standardization-factst-0-1988
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/euro-standardization-factst-0-1988

EURO STANDARDIZAT ION-FACTST=0 &8 1767043 0000295 L 1N

e establishing testing and certification of conformity to those standards;

e speeding up the availability of conforming products and services by means of promotion,
education and, where appropriate, legislation.

The information pack also contains reference sheets, including a glossary and lists of relevant
organizations.

The list of fact sheets and reference sheets in the pack is given below. The contents may vary
in response to the rapid changes taking place in this field.
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This information pack mainly covers standardization in the field of information technology. In
view of the increasing convergence of IT and telecommunications technologies, it is also
relevant to standardization in the telecommunications sector. For more detailed information
concerning the latter, the reader is invited to consult the set of ' Telecommunications” fact
sheets published by the Commission, the * Green Paper on the development of the Common
Market for telecommunications services and equipment’ and, for legal aspects, the *Official
Documents—Community Telecommunications Policy " (XI11/350/87), all available from Directo-
rate-General XIlII.

Fact sheets
1. The challenge of standardization
2. Networks, communication and
interworking
3. Community standardization policy
4. Standards bodies: the changing scene
b. European standards
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9. International cooperation
Reference sheets
1. Glossary
2. Milestones in Community standardization
policy
3. List of standardization organizations and
technical bodies
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