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Preface

This literature review has been prepared for the Safety and Health Committee of the American
Welding Society to provide an assessment of current knowledge of the effects of welding on health, as
well as to aid in the formulation of a research program in this area, as part of an ongoing program
sponsored by the Committee. Previous work has included studies of fumes and gases, radiation, and
noise generated during various forms of arc welding. Conclusions based on this review and
recommendations for further research are presented in Section 5 of the report. Section 1 summarizes
the occupational exposures. Sections 2 and 3 contain information related to the effects of exposure to
byproducts of welding operations on humans and laboratory animals. Section 4 covers in vitro studies.

Referenced materials are available from the Franklin Institute.

IX

Full document details: EWH-III-1983

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ewh-iii-1983
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ewh-iii-1983


Full document details: EWH-III-1983

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ewh-iii-1983
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ewh-iii-1983


Introduction

The American Welding Society (AWS) has been
concerned about the possible health hazards due to the
exposure of welders to fumes, gases, radiation, and
noise from various welding processes. Although much
has already been learned about welding processes and
technology, the effects of welding on human health
have not been fully understood.

To help the studying and understanding of the
welding environment and its effects on health, the
AWS has undertaken a literature review entitled
"Effects of Welding on Health" that was published in
1979, and has been updated to cover the period of
January 1978 to May 1979.

Since then, interest in studying the effects of the
welding environment on the various physiological

systems has continued and many articles have ap-
peared in the published literature. The present effort
represents a continuation of assessing the effects of
welding on health and presents an update to include
information published from June 1979 to December
1980.

The reader is cautioned that the papers reviewed
were examined only for consistency. No independent
checks of the experiments or findings were performed.
This report must be read in conjunction with "Effects
of Welding on Health" by Villaume et al., and the
update by Zakhari and Anderson (Vol II). References
are listed at the end in alphabetical order based upon
first author.
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Technical Summary

The objective of this report is to evaluate and pres-
ent the state-of-knowledge of the effects of welding
on health, to point out gaps in this knowledge, and to
provide recommendations to the American Welding
Society for future studies. This report covers the
period of June 1979 to December 1980, and must be
read in conjunction with the previous literature review
(Villaume et al. 1978) and the update which covers the
period January 1978 to May 1979 (Zakhari and And-
erson, 1981).

This report, as is the case of the previous two
reports, is divided into 4 sections entitled: 1) The
Exposure, 2) Effects of Welding on Human Health, 3)
Toxicologic Investigations in Animals, and 4) In Vitro
Studies.

The Exposure
In this chapter, studies performed on welding

fumes, gases, radiation, and noise are summarized.

Fumes
During welding, particulate matter is generated

from the base metal, welding rod, the flux, any coat-
ings or contaminants of the metal surface, or any com-
bination of these. The rate of fume generation and the
composition and particle size distribution of the fumes
vary according to the metal being welded and the
welding method used. The components that are of
special concern to welders include silicon compounds,
chromium, nickel, fluoride, copper and manganese.
Because of the potential health hazard of hexavalent
chromium to man, several efforts have been made

either to minimize the amounts of chromium in weld-
ing fumes, or to develop sensitive methods of continu-
ously monitoring its concentrations in the ambient
atmosphere of welders and in their biological fluids.

Potential health hazards from welding fumes are
determined not only by the composition of the fumes
and their concentration in air, but also by the duration
of exposure as well as the particle size distribution.
Fortunately, these hazards can be overcome by the use
of appropriate protective devices and by engine-
ering controls.

Gases
Contrary to the common belief that ozone is found

in high concentrations in the vicinity of welding areas,
studies conducted by Press (1978) revealed that very
low concentrations of ozone are formed during plasma
arc cutting. These low concentrations were ascribed to
the reaction of ozone with nitrous oxide and the disin-
tegration of ozone due to the presence of dust particles.

Radiation
Welding produces electromagnetic radiation that

can be divided into visible, ultraviolet, and infrared.
Radiation of wavelength shorter than 175 nm are
rarely encountered during welding due to their absorp-
tion by atmospheric oxygen(Lunau, 1967). The use of
thoriated tungsten welding electrodes (GTAW pro-
cess) could result in the exposure to thorium and
daughters contained in these electrodes. The magni-
tude of the radiation to which welders may be exposed
was estimated to be between 20 millirem and one rem.

X l l l

Full document details: EWH-III-1983

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ewh-iii-1983
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ewh-iii-1983

