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FORD LABORATORY TEST METHOD Bl 003-05

WASHING AND POLISHING OF EXPOSURE PANELS

Application
This procedure is used, where required by the Engineering specification, to wash and/or polish paint test
panels after exposure to simulated or natural weathering.
Apparatus Required

Washing Machine
Easy "Spindrier", Model SDE or equivalent, equipped with specimen holder.

Soap
M1034 (Peerless Chemical Co.).

Ford Washing and Polishing Apparatus - TPE 3297

Foam Pad
ESB-M4D113-A - 3/8 inch thick cut to size of polishing head.

Polish
Rotunda (CA-19519-A) - R 122 A.

Dipping Tray
4 x 8 x 1 inch flat aluminum tray.

Felt Pad

Conditioning and Test Conditions

All test values indicated herein are based on material conditioned in a controlled atmosphere of 23 +/-
2 °C and 50 +/- 5 % relative humidity for not less than 24 h prior to testing and tested under the same
conditions unless otherwise specified.

Date Action Revisions
2000 08 22 Revised Editorial — no technical change A. Cockman
1992 06 08
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FORD LABORATORY TEST METHOD Bl 003-05

Procedure
Grit Removal
1. Place exposure panels to be washed in specimen holder in washing machine. Fill machine to

"water level" mark with tap water at 100 °F. Add 50 cc of M1034 liquid soap. (12 panels may be
washed simultaneously.)

2. Wash panels for 5 minutes with normal agitator cycle.

3. Remove panels, rinse in clear tap water and dry off with clean compressed air.

Washing

1. Immerse foam washing pad, 3/8 inch thick ESB-M4D113-A, in dipping tray filled with tap water.
A new pad should be used after 1000 panels have been washed.

2. Remove pad and insert in pad holder of washing and polishing apparatus.

3. Insert panel in washing and polishing apparatus per Figure 1. Apply 2 |b. weight as illustrated.
Set time for 20 strokes and wash panel.

4, Remove panel and dry off with clean compressed air.

Polishing

1. Immerse foam polishing pad, 3/8 inch thick ESB-M4D113-A, in tray filled with a mixture of polish
and one part tap water. A new polishing pad should be used after 1000 panels have been
polished.

2. Remove pad and insert in pad holder of washing and polishing apparatus.

3. Insert panel in washing and polishing apparatus per Figure 2. Apply 2 Ib. weight as illustrated.

Set timer for 20 strokes and polish panel. Remove panel and allow polish on panel to air dry.

4, Remove dried polish by a gentle wiping action, using a felt pad.

Chemicals, materials, parts, and equipment referenced in this document must be used and handled
properly. Each party is responsible for determining proper use and handling in its facilities.
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