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GENERAL MOTORS ENGINEERING STANDARDS

Materials and Processes — Procedures

TEST FOR CLEANABILITY OF TEXTILES AND PLASTICS
GMS126P

1 SCOPE. This procedure is used to determine the ability of
textile and plastic parts, roll goods, etc., to be cleaned with GM
cleaners when soiled with materials commonly used in the
manufacture of an automobile.

1.1 Procedure A: This is used for interior materials such as
vinyl coated fabrics, ABS films, leathers, body cloths, carpets,
plastic parts, etc.

1.2 Procedure B: This is used for exterior materials such as
plastic moldings, emblems, finished parts, etc.

1.3 A related procedure is GM9900P, “Cleaning/Solvent
Resistance of Automotive Components During Normal
Customer Use”.

2 EQUIPMENT REQUIRED.

2.1 PROCEDURE A:

2.1.1 Clean, white cheesecloth.
2.1.2 Sewing machine oil, 9981712,
2.1.3 GM fabric cleaner, 9981228
2.1.4 Hot melt adhesive, 9981546.
2.2 PROCEDURE B:

2.1.1 Clean, white cheesecloth.
2.2.2 Deadener, 9984175.

2.2.3 Urethane sealant, 9985684

2.3 Other materials may need to be tested in order to validate a
specific application.

3 TEST SPECIMEN.
approximately 200 x 300 mm.
4 TEST PROCEDURE.
4.1 PROCEDURE A.

4.1.1 Apply 9981546 and 9981712 to separate areas of the
sample, each area approximately 5 mm in dia, and allow soil to
set for 30 minutes before proceeding to clean.

NOTE: Testing of the hot melt adhesive, 9981546, is not by
applying hot adhesive directly out of the glue gun. The adbesive
should be in a semi-cooled state, simulating when stringing or
dripping might occur.

The test specimen shall be

4.1.2 Lift off excess soil with a knife, scraper, or equivalent,
taking care not to force the soil further in to the sample or dam-
age the coating.

4.1.3 For textiles or other porous materials, back the sample
with a thick pad of clean, white cheesecloth.

4.1.4 Immerse a clean cloth in the 9981228 and wring out.

4.1.5 Dab (do not rub) soiled area with the cloth containing the
cleaner. Move the back pad of the cloth periodically so that a
clean area is always under the spot.

4.1.6 When dabbing fails to remove any soil, rub the area
briskly with a circular motion to remove the remaining soil. (No
two areas should be cleaned with the same piece of cloth.)

4.1.7 On textile materials, feather the cleaned area by working
outward from the center, decreasing the pressure as the cleaning
cloth is moved outward.

4.1.8 Allow the sample to air dry; and if a napped textile,
lightly brush up the fibers in the direction of the nap.

4.1.9 After the sample has dried, report the results per Section 3.

4.1.10 Apply 9981228 to another area of the specimen and
allow to air dry for approximately 30 minutes.

4,1.11 Examine the above area for ring formation and/for
change in color and rate in accordance with Section 3.

42 PROCEDURE B:

42.1 Apply 9984175 and 9985684 to separate areas of the
sample, each area approximately 5 mm in dia, and allow soil to
set for 30 minutes before proceeding to clean.

422 Lift off excess soil with knife, scraper, or equivalent,
taking care not to damage the coating (where applicable).

42.3 Immerse a clean, white cheesecloth-in 9981062 and
wring out.

42.4 Clean specimen by rubbing the soiled area briskly with
cleaning cloth, replacing the cloth when necessary. (No two
areas should be cleaned with the same piece of cloth.)

42.5 Allow specimen to air dry and examine for soilage,
staining and/or change in color or appearance of the specimen
or coating.

426 Repeat the procedure using newly soiled specimens and
0981194 solvent in place of 9981062 cleaner of 4.2.3.

5 EVALUATION AND RESULTS.

5.1 Repor the results separately for each type of soil and each
type of cleaner.

5.1.1 Satisfactory: Slight or no soil, staining or change in
appearance.
NOTE: Slight: When detected only upon close visual
examination.
5.1.2 Unsatisfactory; Excessive soil. staining or change in
appearance.
6 SAFETY. This method may involve hazardous materials,
operations and equipment. This method does not propose to

address all the safety problems associated with its use. It is the
responsibility of the user of this method to establish appropriate
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