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GENERAL MOTORS ENGINEERING STANDARDS

Materials and Processes - Procedures

MINK PULL-OUT
GM9134P

1 SCOPE. This procedure is used to determine the
amount of mink hair broken off or pulled out by a cloth
intended to be used as an automotive uphoistery fabric.

2 EQUIPMENT REQUIRED.

2.1 Mink tester (Drawing EQ 201, available from GM
Engincering Standards).

2.2 Transparent tape, 75 mm wide. (Available from: 3M
Co., 22100 Telegraph Rd., Southfield MI 48037; Model 600,
or equivalent)

2.3 White mounting card stock, 2 pieces, 216 x 280 mm.

2.4 A stretched male mink pelt. (Available from: Malter
Furs, 21742 W. 11 Mile Rd., Southfield MI 48075)

2.5 Double backed tape, 100 mm wide. (Available from 3M
Co., 22100 Telegraph Rd., Southfield MI 48075; Model No.
400, or equivalent.)

2.6 Sharp knife or razor blade.

2.7 Standard cloth, “Rolan II” 518 WC, unbacked. (Avail-
able from: Guilford Mills, Inc., PO Box 37, Lathrup Village,
MI 48076)

3 TEST SPECIMEN.
305 x 305 mm.

The test specimen shall be

4 TEST PROCEDURE.
4.1 Preparation of Pelt.

4.1.1 A stretched male mink pelt of good quality with dense
fur under the coarse guard hair is used for this test. Off colors
or pelts with small blemishes may be utilized. Larger
blemishes may be cut out and the pelt sewn. The autumn haze
shade of pelt is preferred for its ease of visibility.

4.1.2 Cut a pelt in sections using a sharp knife or razor
blade, or equivalent (no scissors). The ideal measurement is
100 x 150 mm, the 150 mm direction running from head to
tail. A mature stretched male mink will yield approximately 5
sections. Head, tail, paws and certain weaker and less densely
furred sections along the belly shall be cut off as waste. See
Figure 1 for a typical cutting pattern.

4.1.3 Cut off a 150 mm length of the 100 mm wide double
backed tape.

4.1.4 Press the tape onto the back of the pelt. There should
be no wrinkles or excess amount of tape on pelt.

4.1.5 Strip the covered side of the doublebacked tape and
place the assembly on the saddle with the direction of hair
pointing toward the smaller arm of the saddie.

FIGURE 1

4.1.6 Make sure that there is good adhesion between the
pelt, the tape, and the saddle.

NOTE: The number of times a mink pelt can be used under
this test varies depending on the type of cloth tested. As a
general rule, approximately 25 times is average. When in
doubt, simply rerun the standards a second time and compare
with the first results. Matting, loss of guard hair, and
damaged (kinked) tips of guard hair are the primary reasons
for discarding a pelt.

42 Preparation of Standard.

4.2.1 A standard must be prepared for each new individual
section of mink pelt using the standard cloth.

422 Staple the standard cloth to edges of box with the
wales direction running parallel to the length of the box; give
the cloth enough tension to elimmate any possible wrinkling
during the test.

4.2.3 Place saddle onto cloth.

424 Start the test immediately after the completion of one
long stroke.

4.2.5 Run a total of 10 long strokes.

4.2.6 Cut a section out of the center of a white mounting
card which measures 125 x 125 mm.

427 Taking care to avoid wrinkles in the tape, cover the
window of the mounting card with 2 strips of transparent
tape, each a minimum of 75 x 150 mm.

4.2.8 With the adhesive side of the tape, pick up all hair
from the face of the cloth under test that was pulled out or
broken off by the cloth.

4.2.9 Comb pelt lightly, thereby removing all loose hair.
These loose hairs must also be collected using the same piece
of tape as used in 4.2.8.

4.2.10 Place this card on top of another white mounting
card. Press tape down firmly, avoiding wrinkles.
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4.2.11 Label the mounting card as “Standard.”

4.3 Preparation and Test of Test Sample.

4.3.1 Prepare and test the test sample as described in 4.2.2
through 4.2.10, substituting test cloth for standard cloth and
S long strokes for 10 long strokes.

5 EVALUATION AND RESULTS.

5.1 Compare test sample results with the standard results
and rate as follows:

5.1.1 Satisfactory: Fur shedding less than or equal to
standard.

5.1.2 Unsatisfactory: Fur shedding in excess of standard.

6 GENERAL INFORMATION. This standard was issued
in May 1986, revised from FBTM 30-25, and originated by
the Textiles Committee. The latest revision, dated July 1988,
completely revised the standard.
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