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GENERAL MOTORS ENGINEERING STANDARDS

Engineering

ENGINEERING SPECIFICATIONS PROCEDURE
ABBREVIATIONS
w180

1 GENERAL. Abbreviations are shortened forms of words
or expressions used to conserve time and space. The abbrevia-
tions listed herein are intended for use on engineering
drawings and related engineering documents such as parts
lists, releases and change notices. Also listed are computer
abbreviations for corporate units of measure codes.

2 ABBREVIATIONS. Whenever it is necessary to use
abbreviations, the words and terms to be abbreviated should
be selected from the “Recommended Abbreviations” begin-
ning on the following page. Abbreviations peculiar to various
divisions are not included, however, such abbreviations, if
easily understood, may be used in data intended for interdivi-
sional use.

2.1 Short Words. Generally words with four or less letters
are not abbreviated. However, some commonly abbreviated
short words and more commonly used derivations of short
base words are included in this list.

2.2 Base Words. Only basic word forms are generally
included in the listing (see Basic Rule “e"). Exceptions
include derivations, tenses or plural forms in common use or
those abbreviations that differ from the basic word form.

2.3 Plastics. A complete list of plastic abbreviations and a
guide for preparing new symbols are published in the GM
Engineering Matenals and Processes Standards as GM9089P,
Standard Practice for Designat'ng Plastic Materials and
Marking of Plastic Parts.

2.4 Metric Terms. For the proper use of metric (SI) units see
“Metric Terminology and Procedures™ published in Section

W190 of the GM Engineering Standards. Similar data is
available in SAE J916, ASTM E380, ISO 1000 etc.

3 BASIC RULES. In the interest of uniformity, the use of
abbreviations should be governed by the following rules:

a) A scries of consecutive abbreviations in the
construction of a note or specification is to be avoided.

b) The abbreviations shown require no periods unless
they spell common English Words, and in their context
do not obviously represent an abbreviation, then a penod
should be used.

¢) The use of hyphens and dois is to be avoided.
Exception to the above is the specific use of slant bars,
hyphens and dots for metric terms (see Paragraph 2.4).

d) Abbreviations for Corporate Units of Measure are
limited to four letters.

e) The same abbreviation for a given word should be used
for all tenses, singular and plural forms and derivations of
a base word, when the meaning of the derivation is clearly
understood in context.

f) Abbreviation of words with four or less letters should
be avoided (see Paragraph l.1).

g) The letters selected in the composition of abbreviations
should suggest the complete word.

h) In case of doubt, the word should not be abbreviated.
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-A-. Arm Rest A/RST
Armature AMT
Above ABS As Purchased A/P
Abso \:Jte ABS As Required A/R
Absorber As Soon As Possible ASAP
Accelerate ACCEL
; Asbestos ASB
Acceleration ACCLRTN
Assemble ASM
Accelerator ACCEL Assembly ASM
Accelerometer ACCLRM ssemoly . !
. Assembly Line Data Link ALDL
Accent ACNT Assist ASST
Access ACC $s1S
, Atmosphere ATM
Accessory ACSRY
; Attach ATCH
Accounting ACCTG
T Attachment ATCH
Accumulate ACCUM A . ATT
Accumulator ACCUM ttention
Acetate ACE Authorize AUTH
Actual Pounds ALBS Automatic AUTO
ctu Automatic Transmission A/TRNS
Actuator ACTR A .
utomotive AUTO
Adapter ADAP T
Auxiliary AUX
Addendum ADD Average AVG
Additive ADDT =
Adhesive ADHES -B-
Adjust ADJ Back Door B/D
Advance ADV
. Back-Up B/U
Air Cleaner A/CL ..
. e Back Window B/W
Air Conditioning A/C .
X Backing BKG
Air Deflector A/DLF
X g Backplate BKPLT
Air Duct A/DUC
. Baffle BFL
Air Qutlet A/OUT
: ) . Balance BAL
Air Over Hydraulic A/H
X Ball Joint B/INT
Air Pump A/P Barometri BARO
Air Suspension A/SUSP etric ;
Barrel BBL
All Season ALS Basic Di . BSC
Allocate ALLOC Bafzc imension BAT
Alteration ALTRN Ba ery BRG
Alternate ALTN Be;mng BGE
Alternating Current AC Be;lge' K B/C
Alternator ALTNTR ¢leran
; Below BLW
Altitude ALT o
) Belt Work Line BWL
Aluminum AL Betw BET
Aluminum Casting ALC Be leen BZL
Aluminum Extrusion ALE eze .
A Bill of Material B/M
mbient AMB Bind BIND
Ammeter AMM n 'ne
Ampere A Black ‘ BLK
Amplifier AMPF g:acllc( Side Wall gi‘l"(,
Anchor ANC Bland BL
Anchor Nut A/NUT ee
Bleeder BLEDR
And & Blist BLSR
Antenna ANT Blls ir BLK
Anti-Rattle A/RTL BI"f, BLO
Aperture Card APC Blo‘er BLU
Appliance APPL Blue .
Application, Apply APPL ueprint BP
Applique APLQ Board BD
s Board Feet BDFT
Approved APVD Body C I Modul
Approximate APPROX ody Control Module BCM
Argent ARG Bolster BOLS
Bolt Circle BC
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Bolt/Screw BOLT Caitch CTH
Booklet BKLT Caicher CTHR
Booster BOOS Category CATG
Border BRDR Cement CMT
Bottle BTL Center CTR
Bottom BTM Center of Gravity CG
Brace BR Center Pillar C/PLR
Bracket BRKT Center Weight C/WT
Braid BRD Centerline CL
Brake BRK Centistoke CST
Brake Horsepower BHP Chamber CHMBR
Brass BRS Chamfer CHAM
Braze BRZ Champagne CHA
Breaker BRKR Change CHG
Breather BTHR Channel CHAN
Bright BRI Charge CHRG
Brinnell Hardness Number HB Chart CHT
British Thermal Unit BTU Chassis CHAS
Bronze BRZ Check CHK
Brown BRN Chemical CHEM
Bucket BKT Chlonide CHLR
Buckle BKL Chromium CR
Building BLDG Cigarette Lighter C/LTR
Bulkhead BHD Circuit CIRC
Bumper BPR Circular Pitch Ccp
Bumper to Back of Cab BBC Circumference CRCMF
Bundle BUND Citizens Band CB
Burlap BLP Clamp CLA
Bushking BUSH Class CL
Button BUT Cleaner CLNR

C. Clear. ance CLER

Clevis CLV
Cab Over Enginc COE Clinch CLH
Cabinet CABT Chinch Nut C/NUT
Cable CBL Clock CLK
Cadmium CD Clockwise CW
Caliper CLPR Closed Loop CLOOP
Cammeron CAM Closure CLSR
Camshaft CM/SHF Cloth CLO
Cancel CANC Cluster CSTR
Candle Power cp Clutch CLU
Cantster CNSTR Coated CTD
Capacitor CAPAC Coalting CTG
Capacity CAP Coaxial CcoAX
Capillary CPLY Cold Drawn Steel CcDs
Capsule CPSL Cold Finished Steel CFS
Carat KRT Cold Rolled Steel CRS
Carbon Steel CARB/S Collar COLR
Carboy CRBY Color CLR
Carburetor CARB Column COL
Carpet CPT . Combination COMB
Carrier CARR Combination Emission Control CEC
Carryover C/0 Combustion COMB
Carton CTN Commercial COML
Casting CST Communicate CcoOMM
Cast Iron Cl Commutator CMTR
Cast Steel CS Compact Disc CD
Catalytic CTLTC Compact Disc Player CD/PLYR
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Companion CPN Coupling CPLG
Company Co Courtesy CTSY
Compartment COMPT Courtesy Lamp C/LP
Compensator COMP Cover CVR
Complete COMPL Cow] Ventilator C/VENT
Completely Knocked Down CKD Crank CRK
Component CMP Crankcase C/CASE
Composite CMPST Crankpin CPIN
Composition COMP Crankshaft (CSHAFT)
Compound CMPD or CR/SHF
Compression CMPR Crimp CRP
Compressor CMPR Cross CR
Computer CMPTR Cross Bar C/BAR
Concentric CONC Cross Recess C/REC
Condensation CNDSN Cross Shaft C/SHF
Condenser CNDSR Crossmember (CMBR) or
Condition COND C/MBR
Conductor CNDCT Crossover C/OVE
Conduit CDT Crown CRN
Connect CONN Cruise Control CRCONT
Connector CONN Cubic CU
Consist CON Cubic Feet Per Minute CFM
Console CNSL Cubic Foot CUFT
Constant Velocity Cv Cubic Inch CUIN
Construction CONST Cubic Yard CUYD
Contact CNCT Current CUR
Container CNTNR Curtain CURT
Contamination CONTAM Cushion CUSH
Continue CONT Custom CUST
Contour CTUR Cycle CYcC
Control CONT Cyvlinder CYL
Control Valve C/VLV Cylinder Block C/BL
Conventional CONV
Converter CONYV
Convertible CONV Damage DMG
Convoluted CNVLT Dampener DPNR
Coolant COOL Dash DA
Cooler CLR Day D
Cooling CLG Day Light Opening DLO
Coordinate COORD Deanener DDN
Copper cu Decalcomania DECAL
Corner. ing COR Decelerate DCLR
Corporation CORP Decibel DB
Correspond CORRES Dedendum DED
Corrosion CRSN Deflector DFL
Corrosion Resistant Steel CRES Defogger DEFG
Cotter coT Defroster DEFR
Cotton CNT Degree DEG
Counter CNTR Dehydrator DEHYDR
Counter Clockwise ccw Delivery DLVY
Counterbalance CBAL Deluxe DLX
Counterbore CBORE Department DEPT
Counterdrill CDRILL Depression DEPR
Counterpunch CPUNCH Design DES
Countershaft CTSHFT Designation DESIG
Countersink CSINK Detachable DET
Counterweight CWT Detail DET
Coupe CPE Detailer DET
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Detent DTNT Eccentric ECC
Deterrent DTRNT Economy ECON
Develop DEV Effective EFF
Deviation DEV Elbow EL
Diagnostic DIAGN Electric ELEC
Diagonal DIAG Electrode ELECT
Diagram DIAG Electronic ELEK
Diameter DIA Electronic Level Control ELC
Diametral Pitch 19) 34 Electronic Spark Control ESC
Diaphragm DIAPH Electronvolt EV
Diecast DCST Element ELEM
Diesel DSL Elevate ELEY
Differential DIFF Elongation ELONG
Dimension : DIM Embiem EMB
Dimmer DIMR Emboss EMBS
Dimmer Switch D/SW Embroider EMBRD
Direct DIR Emergency EMER
Direct Current DC Emission EMIS
Direction DIR Empennage EMP
Directional DIR Enamel EN
Dise Grind DG Encased ENC
Discharge DISCH Enclosure ENCL
Discontinue DISC End Gate E/GATE
Dispenser DISPR Energy ENGY
Displacement DISP Engagement ENGMT
Distance DIST Engine ENG
Distnibution " DISTR Engine Compartment E/CMPT
Distributor DISTR Engine Control Module ECM
Diverter DVTR Engineer ENGR
Divider DIV Engineering ENGRG
Division DIV Engineering Change Recommendation ECR
Do Not Service DXNS Engineering Release ER
Documentation DOC Envelope ENV
Dome DM Equalizer EQLZR
Door DR Equipment EQUIP
Double DBL Equipped EQUIP
Double Offset D/O Equivalent EQUIV
Dowel DWL Escutcheon ESCUT
Down DN Estimate EST
Downshift DXNSHFT Etcetera ETC
Dozen DOZ European Economic Community EEC
Draftsman DFTSMN Evaporator EVAP
Drain DRN Exchange EXCH
Drawing DWG Exchanger EXCH
Drive DR Exhausi EXH
Driven DRVN Exhaust Gas Recirculation EGR
Driver DRVR Exhaust Pressure Regulator EPR
Dniver’s Seat D/SEAT Expanding EXPDG
Dual Exhaust D/EXH Expansion EXPN
Duplicate DUP Experiment EXP
Dust Cover D/CVR Experimental EXP
Dust Seal D/SEAL Export EXP
Dust Shield D/SHLD Extension (EXT) or
Dynamometer DYNO EXTN

E. Exterior EXTR

External EXT
Each EA Extra EX
Early Fuel Evaporation EFE Extrusion : EXTR
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