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C O N V E N T I O N  

FOR THE SWPFBSSIaBI OF IJ"LAWRITJ ACTS 

AGAïNST "HE SAFEIIY ûF CIVIL AVIATICN 

TRE SPATES PARPIES Tû THIS C 0 " I O N  

that  unlawfv.1 ac t s  against the safety of c i 7 i l  aviation 
jeopardize the sa fe ty  of persons and property. seriohs1;r 
affect t h e  operatiori of a i r  services, and mdermine the 
confidence of the peoples of the world i n  t h e  safety of 
c i v i l  aviation: 

t h a t  the occurrence of such acts  i s  a matter of Grave 
concern; 

that ,  for :he p.J iFoe  of deterr ing such 9:ts, there i a  
en urgervt need to provier appropriate measures for 
punistient of offenders; 

AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Any person commits au offence if he unlawfully and intentionaily:  
. _  

performs an act of violence against a person on 
board an a i r c r a f t  i n  fïight i f  that act is l i k e l y  
to endanger the  safety of that aircraft; or 

k s t l o y s  an aircraft in service or cauaes damage' 
to such an a i r c r a f t  which renders it incapable of 
f l i g h t  or which is l i k e l y  t o  eadaager i ts  s a f e t y  
in f l i gh t ;  or 

places or causes t o  be placed on an a i r c r a f t  i n  
service, by any means whatsoever, a device or 
substance which is l i k e l y  to destroy t h a t  a i r c r a f t ,  
or to cause damage to it which renders it incapable 
of f l i g h t ,  or t o  cause damage t o  it which is l i ke ly  
to endanger i t s  safety in f l i gh t ;  or 

destroys o r  damages air navigation f a c i l i t i e s  o r  
interferes  with their operation, if  any such ac t  
16 l i k e l y  to endanger the safety of a i r c r a f t  i n  
f l i gh t ;  'or 

communicates information which he knows t o  be 
false,  thereby endangering the  s d e t y  of an 
a i r c r a f t  i n  f l i gh t .  

x.  t.:-- 

2. Any person also commits an offence if he: 

(a)  

(a) 

attempts t o  commit any of the offences mentioned 
i n  paragraph 1 of t h i s  Article; or 

is an accomplice of a person who commits or 
attempts t o  commit any such offence. 
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purposes of t h i s  Convention: 

an a i r c r a f t  is considered t o  be in f l i g h t  at any 
t i m e  from the  moment when a l l  its external doors 
are closed following embarkation u n t i l  the  moment 
when any such door is opened f o r  disembarkation; 
i n  the case of a forced landing, the  f l i g h t  s h a l l  
be deemed t o  continue u n t i l  the competent 
au thor i t ies  take over the responsibi l i ty  fo r  the 
a i r c r a f t  and for persons and property on board; 

an a i r c r a f t  is considered t o  be in  service from 
the  beginning of the  pref l igh t  preparation of the  
a i r c r a f t  by ground personnel or by the  crew for a 
specific f l i g h t  u n t i l  twenty-four hours a f t e r  any 
landing; the  period of service ahail, i n  any event, 
extend f o r  the en t i r e  period during which the  
a i r c r a f t  is i n  f l i g h t  BB defined in  paragraph ( a )  
of t h i s  Article. 

Each Contracting S ta te  undertakes to make the  offences mentioned in 
Article  1 punishable by severe penalties.  

m 1 C L E  4 

1. !Chis Convention s h a l l  not apply t o  a i r c r a f t  used i n  mili tary,  customs or 
police services. 

2. In  the cases contemplated in  subparagraphs (a),  (b), ( c )  and ( e )  of 
paragraph 1 of Article  1, t h i s  Convention sha l l  apply, i r respect ive of whether 
the a i r c r a f t  is engaged in an internat ional  or domestic f l i gh t ,  only if: 

( a )  the  place of take-off or landing, actual  or intended, 
of the  aircraft is s i tua ted  outside the  territory of 
the  State  of reg is t ra t ion  of t ha t  a i r c ra f t ;  or 

the  offence is committed i n  the t e r r i t o r y  of a State  
other than the  State  of reg is t ra t ion  of the  a i r c ra f t .  

(b)  

3. Notwithstanding paragraph 2 of t h i s  Article,  in  the cases contemplated 
in  subparagraphs (a),  (b), ( c )  and ( e )  of paragraph 1 of Art ic le  1, t h i s  
Convention sha l l  a lso apply i f  the offender or the  alleged offender is found 
in the t e r r i t o r y  of a State  other than the State  of reg is t ra t ion  of the a i r c ra f t .  

4. With respect t o  the  States  mentioned in  Art ic le  9 and i n  the  cases 
mentioned in  subparagraphs ( a ) ,  (b), (c )  and ( e )  of paragraph i of Article  1, 
t h i s  Convention s h a l l  not apply if the places referred to i n  Subparagraph (a )  
of paragraph 2 of t h i s  Art ic le  are si tuated within the t e r r i t o r y  of the  same 
State  where t h a t  State  is one of those referred t o  i n  Art ic le  9, unless the 
offence i8  caPmiitted or the  offender or alleged offender is  found in  the 
t e r r i t o r y  of a Sta te  other than tha t  State. 

5. 
Art ic le  1, t h i s  Convention s h a l l  apply only if the air  navigation f a c i l i t i e s  
are used i n  internat ionaï  air  navigation. 

6. 
apply In the  cases contemplated i n  paragraph 2 of Art ic le  1. 

In the cases contemplated in subparagraph ( à )  of paragraph 1 of 

The provisions of paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5 of t h i s  Art ic le  sha l l  also 
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1. Each Contracting State  sha l l  take such measures as may be necessary t o  
es tabl ish i ts  jur isdict ion over the offences in  the following cases: 

(a) when the offence is  committed i n  the t e r r i t o r y  of 
tha t  State; 

(b)  when the offence i s  committed against or on board 
an a i r c r a f t  registered i n  t h a t  State;  

when the a i r c r a f t  on board which t h e  offence is 
committed lands i n  i t s  t e r r i t o r y  with the alleged 
offender s t i l l  on board; 

( c )  

( à )  when the offence is committed against  or on board 
an a i r c r a f t  leased without creu t o  a lessee who 
has h i s  pr incipal  place of business or, if the 
lessee has no such place of tnisiness, h i s  permanent 
residence, i n  t h a t  State. 

2. 
necessary t o  e s t ab l i sh  its jur isdict ion over t h e  offences mentioned i n  
Art ic le  1, paragraph 1 (a),  (b)  and (c ) ,  and in  Art ic le  1, paragreph 2, 
in  so far  as t h a t  paragraph relates t o  those offences, i n  the case where 
the alleged offender is present i n  i ts  t e r r i t o r y  and it does not extradi te  
him pursuant t o  Art ic le  8 t o  any of t he  States  mentioned i n  paragraph 1 of 
t h i s  Article. 

Each Contracting State s h a l l  likewise take such measures as may be 

3. This Convention does not exclude any criminal jurisdic5ion exercised 
in  accordance with national law. 

~ I C L E  6 

1. Upon being s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t he  circumstances so warrant, any Contracting 
State  i n  the t e r r i t o r y  of which the offender or the  alleged offender is 
present, s h a l l  take him into custody or take other measures t o  ensure h i s  
presence. The custody and other measures s h a l l  be as provided in  the l a w  of 
tha t  State  but may only be continued for such time as is necessary t o  enable 
any criminal or extradi t ion proceedings t o  be inst i tuted.  

2. Such State  shall inmiediately make a preliminary enquiry in to  the  facts. 

3. Any person in  custody pursuant t o  paragraph 1 of t h i s  Art ic le  s h a l l  be 
assis ted i n  communicating immediately with the nearest appropriate representative 
of the State  of which he is a national. 

4. When a State,  pursuant t o  t h i s  Article,  has taken a person in to  custody, 
it s h a l l  immediately not i fy  the States  mentioned i n  Article 5, paragraph 1, the 
State  of nat ional i ty  of the detained person and, i f  it considers it advisable, 
any other interested States  of the f a c t  t h a t  such person i s  i n  custody and of the  
circumstances which warrant h i s  detention.. The S ta t e  which makes the preliminary 
enquiry contemplated in  paragraph 2 of t h i s  Art ic le  s h a l l  promptly report i ts  
findings t o  the said States  and s h a l l  indicate whether it intends t o  exercise 
jurisdiction. 

ARrIcLG 7 

The Contracting State  i n  the  t e r r i t o r y  of which the alleged offender is 
found sha l l ,  i f  it does not extradi te  him, be obliged, without exception 
whatsoever and whether o r  not the offence was coimnitted i n  its t e r r i t o ry ,  t o  
submit the case t o  i t s  competent autì iorlt ies f o r  the purpose of prosecution. 
Those authori t ies  s h a l l  take t h e i r  decision in  the same manner as  i n  the case 
of any ordinary offence of a serious nature under the l a w  of t h a t  State.  
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1. The offences s h a l l  be deemed to be included as extradi table  offences i n  
any extradi t ion t r e a t y  exis t ing between Contracting States .  Contracting States  
undertake t o  include the offences as extradi table  offences i n  every extradi t ion 
t r ea ty  t o  be concluded between them. 

2. 
existence of a t r ea ty  receives a request for extradi t ion from another Contracting 
State with which it has no extradi t ion t rea ty ,  it may a t  its option consider t h i s  
Convention as the lega l  basis f o r  extradi t ion i n  respect of the offences. 
Extradition sha l l  be subject t o  the  other  conditions provided by the  l a w  of the 
requested State. 

3.  
existence of a t r ea ty  s h a l l  recognize the  offences as extradi table  offences 
between themselves subject t o  the conditions provided by the  law of the requested 
State. 

4. 
between Contracting States ,  as if it had been committed not only in the  place in  
which it occurred but a l so  in the  t e r r i t o r i e s  of the  States  required t o  es tab l i sh  
the i r  jur isdict ion i n  accordance with Art ic le  5, paragraph 1 (b), (e )  and (a). 

If a Contracting S ta te  which makes extradi t ion conditional on the  

Contracting S ta tes  which do not make ex t rad i t ion  conditional on the 

Each of the offences s h a l l  be t reated,  f o r  the  purpose of extradi t ion 

m1m 9 

The Contracting States  which es tab l i sh  jo in t  air transport operating 
organizations or internat ional  operating agencies, which operate a i r c r a f t  which 
are subject t o  jo in t  or internat ional  reg is t ra t ion  sha l l ,  by appropriate means, 
designate f o r  each a i r c r a f t  the S ta te  among them which s h a l l  exercise the  
jur isdict ion and have the a t t r i bu te s  of the S ta te  of reg is t ra t ion  for the  purpose 
of t h i s  Convention and s h a l l  give notice thereof t o  the Internat ional  Civ i l  
Aviation Organization which s h a l l  comunicate the  notice t o  a l 1  States  Par t ies  t o  
t h i s  Convention. 

m1m 10 

1. 
endeavour t o  take a l l  practicable measures fo r  the  purpose of preventing the 
offences mentioned in  Art ic le  1. 

Contracting States  shall, i n  accordance with internat ional  and natimal law, 

2. 
a f l i g h t  has been delayed o r  interrupted, any Contracting S ta te  in whose 
t e r r i t o ry  the a i r c r a f t  or passengers or crew are present s h a l l  facilitate the 
continuation of the journey of the passengers and crew as soon as practicable, 
and sha l l  without delay return the a i r c r a f t  and its cargo t o  the  persons 
lawfully en t i t l ed  t o  possession. 

When, due t o  the commission of one of the  offences mentioned in  Ar t ic le  1, 

m1m 11 

1. 
assistance i n  connection w i t h  criminal proceedings brought in respect of the  
offences. The law of the  State requested s h a l l  apply i n  all cases. 

2. The provisions of paragraph 1 of t h i s  Art ic le  s h a l l  not a f fec t  obligations 
under any other t reaty,  bilateral o r  mltilateral, which governs or w i l l  govern, 
in whole or i n  par t ,  mutual assistance i n  criminal matters. 

Contracting States  s h a l l  afford one another the  greatest  measure of 

Any Contracting S ta te  having reason t o  believe t h a t  one of the offences 
mentioned in  Art ic le  1 w i l l  be coninitted shall, i n  accordance with its national 
law, furnish any relevant information i n  its possession to those States which 
it believes would be the  States mentioned i n  Art ic le  5, paragraph 1. 
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Each Contracting State  s h a l l  i n  accordance with its nat ional  law r e p o h  
t o  the Council of the International Civi l  Aviation Organization as  promptly as 
possible any relevant information in  i t s  possession concerning: 

( a )  

(b)  

( c )  

the circumstances of t h e  offence; 

the action taken pursuant t o  Art ic le  10, paragraph 2; 

the measures taken i n  re la t ion  t o  the  offender o r  t h e  
alleged offender and, i n  par t icular ,  the r e s u l t s  of any 
extradi t ion proceedings or other  lega l  proceedings. 

mIm i4 

1. 
interpretat ion o r  application of t h i s  Convention which cannot be s e t t l e d  through 
negotiation, sha l l ,  a t  the request of one of them, be s u h i t t e d  t o  arbi t ra t ion.  
If within s i x  months from the  date of the request for arb i t ra t ion  the Par t ies  
are unable t o  agree on the  organization of the  arbi t ra t ion,  any one of those 
Part ies  may re fer  the dispute t o  the  Internat ional  Court of J’ustice by request 
i n  conformity with t h e  Statute  of t h e  Court. 

2. Each Sta te  m a y  a t  the  t i m e  of signature or r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  Convention 
or accession thereto,  declare t h a t  it does not consider i t s e l f  bound by the  
preceding paragraph. The other  Contracting States  s h a l l  not be bound by t h e  
preceding paragraph with respect t o  any Contracting S ta te  having made such a 
reservation. 

Any dispute between two or more Contracting States  concerning the  

3. 
preceding paragraph may at any time withdraw t h i s  reservation by not i f icat ion 
t o  the  Depositary Governments. 

Any Contracting S ta te  having made a reservation i n  accordance with t h e  

AKTICLE i5 

1. This Convention s h a l l  be open f o r  signature a t  Montreal on 23) September 1971, 
by States  par t ic ipat ing in  the Internat ional  Conference on A i r  Law held a t  Montreal 
from 8 to  23 September i971 (hereinaf ter  referred t o  as the  Montreal Conference). 
After 10 October 1971, the  Convention s h a l l  be open t o  al1 States  f o r  signature 
in  Moscow, London and Washington. Any State  which does not s ign t h i s  Convention 
before i ts  en t ry  in to  force i n  accordance with paragraph 3 of t h i s  Ar t ic le  may 
accede t o  it at  any time. 

2. This Convention s h a l l  be subject t o  r a t i f i c a t i o n  by the  signatory States.  
Instruments of r a t i f i c a t i o n  and instruments of accession s h a l l  be deposited with 
the  Governments of the  Union of Soviet Soc ia l i s t  Republics, the  United Kingdom 
of Great ñr i ta in  and Northern Ireland, and t h e  United States  of America, which 
are  hereby designated t h e  Depositary Governments. 

3.  
the  deposit of instruments of r a t i f i c a t i o n  by ten  S ta tes  signatory t o  t h i s  
Convention which par t ic ipated in  the  Montreal Conference. 

4. For other States, t h i s  Convention s h a l l  enter  i n to  force on t h e  date of 
entry into force of t h i s  Convention i n  accordance with paragraph 3) of t h i s  
Article,  o r  t h i r t y  days following the date of deposit  of t h e i r  instruments of 
ra t i f ica t ion  o r  accession, whichever is l a t e r .  

This Convention s h a l l  en te r  i n to  force t h i r t y  days following the  date  of 
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5. 
States  of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instnunent of 
r a t i f i ca t ion  o r  accession, the date of en t ry  in to  force of t h i s  Convention, and 
other notices. 

The Depositary Governments s h a l l  promptly inform al l  signatory and acceding 

6 .  As soon as t h i s  Convention comes in to  force, it s h a l l  be regis tered by 
the Depositary Governments pursuant t o  Ar t ic le  102 of the Charter of the United 
Nations and pursuant t o  Art ic le  83 of the Convention on Internat ional  Civ i l  
Aviation (Chicago, 1944). 

m ~ c m  16 

1. 
t o  the Depositary Governments. 

2. 
not i f icat ion is  received by the Depositary Governments. 

Any Contracting S ta te  may denounce t h i s  Convention by wr i t ten  not i f ica t ion  

Denunciation s h a l l  take e f f ec t  s i x  months following the date on which 

IN WITNFSS w"EREoF the  undersigned Plenipotentiaries, being duly 
authorized thereto by t h e i r  Governments, have signed t h i s  Convention. 

DtXE at Montreal, t h i s  twenty-third day of September, one thousand 
nine hundred and seventy-one, in  three or iginals ,  each being dram up i n  
four authentic texts i n  the English, French, Russian and Spanish languages. 
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C O N V E N T I O N  

POUR LA REPRECSION D'ACTES I L L I C I T E S  

DIRIGES CONTRE IA SEURITE DE L'AVIATION C I V I L E  

LES E!i'A!i'S PARTIES A LA PRESEEJTE CONVWTION, 

CONSIDERANI? que les actes  i l l i c i t e s  dir igés  contre la sécuri té  
de l 'aviation c i v i l e  compromettent la sécuri té  des 
personnes et des biens, @nent sérieusement 
l 'exploi ta t ion des services aériens e t  minent la 
confiance des peuples du monde dans l a  sécuri té  de 
1 'aviation c iv i l e ,  

CONSIDEUN" que de t e l s  actes les préoccupent gravement, 

CONSIDERA" que, dans l e  but de prévenir ces actes,  il est urgent 
de prévoir des mesures appropriées en vue de l a  punition 
de leurs auteurs, 

SONT C 0 " U S  DES D I S W G I T I O N S  SUIVANTES: 

ARTICLE ler 

1. 
intentionnellement: 

Commet une infraction pénale toute  personne qui i l l i c i t e n e n t  et  

a )  accomplit un ac t e  de violence à l 'encontre d'une personne 
se trouvant à bord d'un aéronef en vol, s i  c e t  acte est 
de nature ?i compromettre l a  s6curité de ce t  d r o n e f ;  

d é t r u i t  un d r o n e f  en service ou cause à un t e l  aéronef 
des donnnages qui l e  rendent inapte au vol ou qui sont de 
nature à compromettre sa sécuri té  en vol; 

place ou f a i t  placer sur un aéronef en service, par quelque 
moyen que ce so i t ,  un d i spos i t i f  ou des substances propres 
à détruire  l e d i t  akronef ou & lui causer des dommage6 qui 
le rendent inapte au vol ou qui sont de nabure à compromettre 
sa sécuri té  en vol; 

détruit ou endommage des i n s t a l l a t ions  ou services de 
navigation aérienne ou en perturbe l e  fonctionnement, s i  
l 'un be ces actes e s t  de nature à compromettre ia sécuri té  
d'aéronefs en vol; 

communique une information qu'elle sait ê t r e  fausse e t , ãe  
ce fait,compromet la sécuri té  d'un aéronef en vol. 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

2. Commet également une infraction pénale toute  personne qui: 

a) tente  de commettre l'une des infractions Bnumérées au 
paragraphe l e r  du présent a r t ic le ;  

e s t  l e  complice de la personne qui  commet ou t en te  de 
commettre l 'une de ces infractions.  

b) 
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