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TRANSMITTAL NOTE

NEW EDITIONS OF ANNEXES TO THE
CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION 

It has come to our attention that when a new edition of an Annex is published, users have been
discarding, along with the previous edition of the Annex, the Supplement to the previous edition.
Please note that the Supplement to the previous edition should be retained until a new
Supplement is issued.
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AMENDMENTS

The issue of amendments is announced regularly in the ICAO Journal and in the
monthly Supplement to the Catalogue of ICAO Publications and Audio-visual
Training Aids, which holders of this publication should consult. The space below
is provided to keep a record of such amendments.

RECORD OF AMENDMENTS AND CORRIGENDA

AMENDMENTS CORRIGENDA

No.
Date

applicable
Date

entered
Entered

by No.
Date

of issue
Date

entered
Entered

by

1-17 Incorporated in this edition

18 22/11/07 ICAO

(ii)

Copyright International Civil Aviation Organization 
Provided by IHS under license with ICAO Licensee=Purdue University (Access to 410RL from 5967164)/5923082001 

Not for Resale, 02/26/2015 12:19:04 MSTxNo reproduction or networking permitted without license from IHS

-
-
`
`
`
,
,
`
`
`
`
,
`
`
`
,
,
,
`
,
`
,
`
`
,
`
`
`
,
,
-
`
-
`
,
,
`
,
,
`
,
`
,
,
`
-
-
-

Full document details: ICAO ANNEX 12 2004

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/icao-annex-12-2004
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/icao-annex-12-2004


ANNEX 12 (iii) 25/11/04

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page Page

FOREWORD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (v)

CHAPTER 1. Definitions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1

CHAPTER 2. Organization  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1

2.1 Search and rescue services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1
2.2 Search and rescue regions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1
2.3 Rescue coordination centres and

rescue subcentres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1
2.4 Search and rescue communications  . . . . . . . . 2-2
2.5 Search and rescue units . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-2
2.6 Search and rescue equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2-2

CHAPTER 3. Cooperation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-1

3.1 Cooperation between States  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-1
3.2 Cooperation with other services . . . . . . . . . . . 3-1
3.3 Dissemination of information . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-2

CHAPTER 4. Preparatory measures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-1

4.1 Preparatory information. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-1
4.2 Plans of operation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-1

4.3 Search and rescue units . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-2
4.4 Training and exercises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-2
4.5 Wreckage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-2

CHAPTER 5. Operating procedures . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-1

5.1 Information concerning emergencies. . . . . . . 5-1
5.2 Procedures for rescue coordination centres

during emergency phases . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-1
5.3 Procedures where responsibility for 

operations extends to two or more 
Contracting States  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-2

5.4 Procedures for authorities in the field . . . . . . 5-2
5.5 Procedures for rescue coordination centres —

termination and suspension of operations . . . 5-2
5.6 Procedures at the scene of an accident . . . . . 5-3
5.7 Procedures for a pilot-in-command

intercepting a distress transmission . . . . . . . . 5-3
5.8 Search and rescue signals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-3
5.9 Maintenance of records . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-4

APPENDIX. Search and rescue signals . . . . . . . . . . APP-1

1. Signals with surface craft  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . APP-1
2. Ground-air visual signal code . . . . . . . . . . . . . APP-1
3. Air-to-ground signals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . APP-2

Copyright International Civil Aviation Organization 
Provided by IHS under license with ICAO Licensee=Purdue University (Access to 410RL from 5967164)/5923082001 

Not for Resale, 02/26/2015 12:19:04 MSTxNo reproduction or networking permitted without license from IHS

--```,,````,```,,,`,`,``,```,,-`-`,,`,,`,`,,`---

Full document details: ICAO ANNEX 12 2004

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/icao-annex-12-2004
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/icao-annex-12-2004


ANNEX 12 (v) 25/11/04

FOREWORD

Historical background

In December 1946, the Search and Rescue Division, at its
second session, made recommendations for Standards and
Recommended Practices for Search and Rescue. These were
developed by the Secretariat and the then existent Air
Navigation Committee, and were duly submitted to the
Council. The proposals were not accepted by the Council in
the form in which they were presented and, on 20 April 1948,
were referred back to the Air Navigation Committee for
further consideration.

A further draft Annex was then developed in the light of
experience gained at Regional Air Navigation Meetings and
eventually was approved in principle by the Air Navigation
Commission and circulated to States for comment. Further
development was made by the Air Navigation Commission as
a result of States’ comments and the resulting proposals were
adopted by the Council on 25 May 1950 and designated as
Annex 12 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation.
The Annex became effective on 1 December 1950 and came
into force on 1 March 1951.

Table A shows the origin of subsequent amendments
together with a list of the principal subjects involved and the
dates on which the Annex and the amendments were adopted
by the Council, when they became effective and when they
became applicable.

Applicability

The Standards and Recommended Practices in this document
govern the application of the Regional Supplementary Proce-
dures — Search and Rescue, contained in Doc 7030, in which
document will be found subsidiary procedures of regional
application.

Annex 12 is applicable to the establishment, maintenance
and operation of search and rescue services in the territories of
Contracting States and over the high seas, and to the coordi-
nation of such services between States.

Action by Contracting States

Notification of differences. The attention of Contracting States
is drawn to the obligation imposed by Article 38 of the
Convention by which Contracting States are required to notify
the Organization of any differences between their national reg-
ulations and practices and the International Standards

contained in this Annex and any amendments thereto.
Contracting States are invited to extend such notification to
any differences from the Recommended Practices contained in
this Annex, and any amendments thereto, when the notifi-
cation of such differences is important for the safety of air
navigation. Further, Contracting States are invited to keep the
Organization currently informed of any differences which may
subsequently occur, or of the withdrawal of any differences
previously notified. A specific request for notification of dif-
ferences will be sent to Contracting States immediately after
the adoption of each Amendment to this Annex.

Attention of States is also drawn to the provisions of
Annex 15 related to the publication of differences between
their national regulations and practices and the related ICAO
Standards and Recommended Practices through the Aeronaut-
ical Information Service, in addition to the obligation of States
under Article 38 of the Convention.

Promulgation of information. Information relating to the
establishment and withdrawal of and changes to facilities,
services and procedures affecting aircraft operations provided
according to the Standards and Recommended Practices speci-
fied in this Annex should be notified and take effect in accord-
ance with Annex 15.

Use of the text of the Annex in national regulations. The
Council, on 13 April 1948, adopted a resolution inviting the
attention of Contracting States to the desirability of using in
their own national regulations, as far as practicable, the precise
language of those ICAO Standards that are of a regulatory
character and also of indicating departures from the Standards,
including any additional national regulations that were import-
ant for the safety or regularity of air navigation. Wherever
possible, the provisions of this Annex have been written in
such a way as would facilitate incorporation, without major
textual changes, into national legislation.

Status of Annex components

An Annex is made up of the following component parts, not
all of which, however, are necessarily found in every Annex;
they have the status indicated:

1.— Material comprising the Annex proper:

a) Standards and Recommended Practices adopted by the
Council under the provisions of the Convention. They
are defined as follows:
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Standard. Any specification for physical characteristics,
configuration, matériel, performance, personnel or pro-
cedure, the uniform application of which is recognized
as necessary for the safety or regularity of international
air navigation and to which Contracting States will con-
form in accordance with the Convention; in the event of
impossibility of compliance, notification to the Council
is compulsory under Article 38.

Recommended Practice. Any specification for physical
characteristics, configuration, matériel, performance,
personnel or procedure, the uniform application of
which is recognized as desirable in the interests of
safety, regularity or efficiency of international air navi-
gation, and to which Contracting States will endeavour
to conform in accordance with the Convention.

b) Appendices comprising material grouped separately for
convenience but forming part of the Standards and Rec-
ommended Practices adopted by the Council.

c) Definitions of terms used in the Standards and
Recommended Practices which are not self-explanatory
in that they do not have accepted dictionary meanings.
A definition does not have an independent status but is
an essential part of each Standard and Recommended
Practice in which the term is used, since a change in the
meaning of the term would affect the specification.

2.— Material approved by the Council for publication in
association with the Standards and Recommended Practices:

a) Forewords comprising historical and explanatory
material based on the action of the Council and includ-
ing an explanation of the obligations of States with
regard to the application of the Standards and Recom-
mended Practices ensuing from the Convention and the
Resolution of Adoption.

b) Introductions comprising explanatory material intro-
duced at the beginning of parts, chapters or sections of
the Annex to assist in the understanding of the applic-
ation of the text.

c) Notes included in the text, where appropriate, to give
factual information or references bearing on the Stan-
dards or Recommended Practices in question, but not

constituting part of the Standards or Recommended
Practices.

d) Attachments comprising material supplementary to the
Standards and Recommended Practices, or included as a
guide to their application.

Selection of language

This Annex has been adopted in six languages — English,
Arabic, Chinese, French, Russian and Spanish. Each Contract-
ing State is requested to select one of those texts for the pur-
pose of national implementation and for other effects provided
for in the Convention, either through direct use or through
translation into its own national language, and to notify the
Organization accordingly.

Editorial practices

The following practice has been adhered to in order to indicate
at a glance the status of each statement: Standards have been
printed in light face roman; Recommended Practices have
been printed in light face italics, the status being indicated by
the prefix Recommendation; Notes have been printed in light
face italics, the status being indicated by the prefix Note.

The following editorial practice has been followed in the
writing of specifications: for Standards the operative verb
“shall” is used, and for Recommended Practices the operative
verb “should” is used.

Throughout this document:

a) measurements are given in the metric system followed
in parentheses by corresponding measurements in the
foot-pound system; and

b) the use of the male gender should be understood to
include male and female persons.

Any reference to a portion of this document, which is
identified by a number and/or title, includes all subdivisions of
that portion.
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Table A. Amendments to Annex 12

Amendment Source(s) Subject(s)

Adopted/approved
Effective

Applicable

1st Edition Search and Rescue 
Division, Second 
Session (1946)
Air Navigation
Commission

International Standards and Recommended Practices — Search and 
Rescue Services.

25 May 1950
1 December 1950
1 March 1951

1
(2nd Edition)

Search and Rescue 
Division, Third 
Session (1951)

Search and rescue organization; communications; appraisals of search 
and rescue operations; procedures for search and rescue; 
air-to-ground signals.

31 March 1952
1 September 1952
1 January 1953

2
(3rd Edition)

Second Air Navigation 
Conference (1955)

Rescue sub-centres; servicing and refuelling rescue units of other 
Contracting States.

8 May 1956
1 September 1956
1 December 1956

3 Third Air Navigation 
Conference (1956). 
Amendment 140 to 
Annex 6, Chapter 6

Marking of areas of the fuselage suitable for break-in. 13 June 1957
1 October 1957
1 December 1957

4
(4th Edition)

Rules of the Air, 
Air Traffic Services 
and Search and Rescue 
Divisions (1958)

Cooperation between States; information concerning emergencies; 
procedures for rescue coordination centres.

8 December 1959
1 May 1960
1 August 1960

5 Amendment 13 to 
Annex 11

Notification of rescue coordination centres by air traffic services units. 13 April 1962
—

1 November 1962

6 Amendment 4 to 
Annex 9

Temporary entry of rescue units from other Contracting States. —
—

1 July 1964

7 Amendment 14 to 
Annex 11, Chapter 5

Alerting of surface vessels and en-route aircraft to assist an aircraft 
in distress.

19 June 1964
1 November 1964
1 February 1965

8 International 
Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea. 
Amendment 15 to 
Annex 11

Updating of reference; alerting service. 10 December 1965
—

25 August 1966

9
(5th Edition)

Air Navigation 
Commission review of
the Regional 
Supplementary 
Procedures

Cooperation between Contracting States; servicing and refuelling of 
rescue units of other Contracting States; testing search and rescue 
communications facilities; assistance in search and rescue operations by 
additional units or services.

25 May 1970
25 September 1970

4 February 1971

10 Air Navigation 
Commission

Carriage of the International Code of Signals by search and rescue 
aircraft; equipment of search and rescue aircraft with frequency 
2182 kHz; information on position of merchant ships.

11 December 1972
11 April 1973
16 August 1973
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