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PROVISIONAL ACCEPTABLE MEANS OF COMPLIANCE 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROVISIONS 

FOREWORD 

1. The S tanda rds  i n  Annex 8, A i rwor th ines s  of A i r c r a f t ,  a r e  of t h e  n a t u r e  of 
broad s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  s t a t i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  methods of r e a l i z i n g  t h o s e  objec-  
t i v e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  i n d i c a t e  by example t h e  l e v e l  of a i r w o r t h i n e s s  i n t ended  by t h e  Stand- 
a r d s  of t h a t  Annex, some s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  of a  more d e t a i l e d  and q u a n t i t a t i v e  n a t u r e  have 
been inc luded i n  t h e  same volume under t h e  t i t l e  "Acceptable Means of Compliance". The 
Foreword of Annex 8 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  under t h e  Convention,  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of Acceptable  Means of Compliance. 

2. When t h e  Annex was adopted  on 13 June  1957, t h e  S t anda rds  on t h e  s u b j e c t s  - 
Aeroplane Pe r fo rmance ,S t r eng th  under  F l i g h t  Loads, R e c i p r o c a t i n g  Engines ,  Turbine  Eng ines ,  
P r o p e l l e r s ,  and Navigat ion  L i g h t s  - were supplemented by Acceptable  Means of Compliance. 
The absence  of p r o v i s i o n s  of t h a t  t ype  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  was cons ide red  e i t h e r  
a s  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  by t h e  Counci l ,  t h a t  t h e  S t anda rds  i n  themselves  d e f i n e d  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
a c c u r a t e  l e v e l  of a i r w o r t h i n e s s ,  o r  a s  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  by t h e  Counci l ,  t h a t  due t o  t h e  t ech -  
n i c a l  developments going  on i n  a  s u b j e c t  a t  t h e  t ime of adop t ion ,  i t  had no t  y e t  been 
p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  more p r e c i s e  t e c h n i c a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  t h a n  t h a t  i n  t h e  S t a n d a r d s  
themselves.  

3. It is t h e  e s sence  of t h e  Acceptable  Means of Compliance t h a t  t h e y  pe rmi t  
v a r i a t i o n s  i n  o v e r a l l  method a s  w e l l  a s  i n  d e t a i l e d  a p p l i c a t i o n .  Theref  o r e ,  C o n t r a c t i n g  
S t a t e s ,  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  n a t i o n a l  codes  t h a t  w i l l  en su re  compliance wi th  t h e  S t anda rds ,  w i l l  
sometimes need guidance  a s  t o  t h e  d e p a r t u r e s  from Acceptable  Means of  Compliance t h a t  a r e  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of a i r c r a f t  o t h e r  t h a n  those  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  Range of 
V a l i d i t y ,  and a l s o  a s  t o  t h e  u se  of methods developed t o o  r e c e n t l y  t o  have behind  them t h e  
s u i t a b l e  background of expe r i ence  deemed neces sa ry  f o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a n  Acceptable  Means 
of Compliance. 

4 .  The guidance  m a t e r i a l  is  e s t a b l i s h e d  by ICAO a s  " P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable  Means 
of Compliance", a  c l a s s  of s p e c i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  does  not  impose any o b l i g a t i o n  under  t h e  
Convention. The P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable  Means of Compliance a r e  n o t ,  l i k e  t h e  S t a n d a r d s  o r  
t h e  f u l l - f l e d g e d  Acceptable  Means of Compliance, e s t a b l i s h e d  by agreement between Con- 
t r a c t i n g  S t a t e s ;  i n s t e a d ,  t hey  r e f l e c t  a n  agreement reached by a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  body of 
e x p e r t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  is worthy of t r i a l .  

5. T r i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable  Means of Compliance i n  n a t i o n a l  
r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  p r a c t i c e s  is  in t ended  t o  b u i l d  up t h e  amount of expe r i ence  t h a t  cou ld  
e v e n t u a l l y  l ead  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of a n  Acceptable  Means of Compliance on t h e  same s u b j e c t .  

6. The P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable  Means of Compliance p re sen ted  i n  t h e  F i r s t  E d i t i o n  
of t h i s  C i r c u l a r  ( C i r c u l a r  55-AN/50) was prepared  by t h e  A i rwor th ines s  Committee, a  body 
of e x p e r t s  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  Counci l  and f u n c t i o n i n g  under t h e  A i r  Naviga t ion  Commission. 
The Airwor th iness  Committee proposed t h i s  P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable  Means of Compliance i n  i t s  
second r e p o r t  i s s u e d  a t  t h e  end of i t s  Second Meeting,  which took  p l a c e  from 3 J u l y  t o  
29 J u l y  1958. The A i r  Naviga t ion  Commission, a f t e r  s a t i s f y i n g  i t s e l f  t h a t  t h i s  P r o v i s i o n a l  
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Acceptable Means of Compliance was p r o p e r l y  co-ordinated  wi th  t h e  Standards ,  t h e  Acceptable 
Means of Compliance, and o the r  P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable Means of Compliance and t h a t  t h e  
p o l i c i e s  of t h e  Organ iza t ion  have been fo l lowed,  approved i s s u e  of t h i s  P r o v i s i o n a l  Accept- 
a b l e  Means of Compliance a t  t h e  Second Meeting of i t s  Twenty-Ninth Sess ion ,  on 9 October 
1958. It is  t o  be noted  t h a t  i n  s o  doing,  t h e  A i r  Navigat ion  Commission d i d  no t  pas s  
judgement on,  o r  endor se ,  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  c o n t e n t s  recommended by t h e  Airwor th iness  Committee. 

7. The P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable Means of Compliance p resen ted  i n  t h i s  Second Edi- 
t i o n  of t h e  C i r c u l a r  was prepared  by t h e  Airwor th iness  Committee a t  i t s  Eighth Meeting, 
which was h e l d  from 22 A p r i l  t o  11 May 1968. A s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  PAMC is  t h a t  
t h e  manufacturer is  r e q u i r e d  t o  demonst ra te  i n  p r a c t i c e  t o  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s  
t h a t  a  f u l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  load of pas senge r s  can  be  evacuated  from an ae rop lane ,  i r r e -  
s p e c t i v e  of i t s  s i z e  and s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y ,  w i t h i n  90 seconds us ing  only  t h e  e x i t s  provided 
on one s i d e  of t h e  ae rop lane  and wi thout  making use  of any v e n t r a l  o r  t a i l  e x i t  t h a t  may 
a d d i t i o n a l l y  e x i s t .  The PAMC a l s o  i n c l u d e s  requi rements  f o r  a  new "Type A" e x i t  f o r  aero- 
p l anes  wi th  300 o r  more s e a t s .  The emergency e x i t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  be uniformly d i s t r i b u t e d  
and a l s o  t o  be r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e .  The a s s i s t i n g  means f o r  passenger  emergency e x i t s  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  be s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g ,  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  deployable  and capable  of e r e c t i o n  w i t h i n  
10 seconds. The Ai r  Navigat ion  Commission, a f t e r  s a t i s f y i n g  i t s e l f  t h a t  t h i s  P r o v i s i o n a l  
Acceptable Means of Compliance is  p r o p e r l y  co-ordinated wi th  t h e  ICAO Standards  and r e l a t e d  
m a t e r i a l  and t h a t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of  t h e  Organ iza t ion  have been fo l lowed,  approved i s s u e  of 
t h i s  r e v i s e d  e d i t i o n  of t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable Means of Compliance a t  t h e  E igh teen th  
Meeting of i t s  Fi f ty-Eighth  Sess ion  on 26 June 1968. It i s  t o  be  noted t h a t ,  i n  s o  doing,  
t h e  Ai r  Navigat ion  Commission d i d  n o t  pas s  judgement on ,  o r  endorse ,  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  c o n t e n t s  
recommended by t h e  Airwor th iness  Committee. 

8. Th i s  PAMC c o n t a i n s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  in tended t o  p rov ide  f o r  a  l e v e l  of a i r -  
wor th iness  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h a t  in tended by t h e  r e l e v a n t  p r o v i s i o n s  i n  paragraph 4.1.7 of 
P a r t  111 of Annex 8. 

9. S t a t e s  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  use  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  and t o  n o t i f y  ICAO of t h e  
e x t e n t  t o  which they a r e  be ing a p p l i e d ,  Should any S t a t e  f i n d  it d e s i r a b l e  o r  necessa ry  
t o  adopt any s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a t i o n s  from t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h a t  S t a t e  i s  i n v i t e d  t o  
n o t i f y  t h e  Organiza t ion  of such d i f f e r e n c e s .  

Full document details: ICAO CIRCULAR 55 1968

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/icao-circular-55-1968
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/icao-circular-55-1968

