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PROVISIONAL ACCEPTABLE MEANS OF COMPLIANCE 

TESTING OF PRESSURE-SENSITIVE ALTIMETERS - TYPE I11 

FOREWORD 

1 The S tanda rds  i n  Annex 8, A i rwor th iness  of ~ i r c r a f t ,  are of t h e  n a t u r e  of 
broad s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  s t a t i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  methods of r e a l i z i n g  t h o s e  
o b j e c t i v e s .  I n  o rde r  t o  i n d i c a t e  by example t h e  l e v e l  of a i r w o r t h i n e s s  in t ended  by t h e  
Standards  of t h a t  Annex, some s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  of a  more d e t a i l e d  and q u a n t i t a t i v e  n a t u r e  
have been inc luded i n  t h e  same volume under t h e  t i t l e  "Acceptable Means of Compliance". 
The Foreword of Annex 8 i n d i c a t e s  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  under t h e  Convention,  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of Acceptable  Means of Compliance. 

2 .  When t h e  Annex was adopted on 13  June  1957, t h e  S tanda rds  on t h e  s u b j e c t s :  
Aeroplane Performance,  S t r e n g t h  under F l i g h t  Loads, Rec ip roca t ing  Engines,  Turbine  Engines ,  
P r o p e l l e r s ,  and Navigat ion  L i g h t s  were supplemented by Acceptable  Means of Compliance. 
The absence of p r o v i s i o n s  of t h a t  t ype  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  was cons ide red  e i t h e r  
a s  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  by t h e  Counci l ,  t h a t  t h e  S tanda rds  i n  themselves  de f ined  a  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
a c c u r a t e  l e v e l  of a i r w o r t h i n e s s ,  o r  a s  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  by t h e  Counci l ,  t h a t  due t o  t h e  tech-  
n i c a l  developments going on i n  a  s u b j e c t  a t  t h e  t i m e  of adop t ion ,  i t  had no t  y e t  been 
p o s s i b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  more p r e c i s e  t e c h n i c a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  t h a n  t h a t  i n  t h e  S tanda rds  
themselves.  

3. I t  i s  t h e  e s sence  of t he  Acceptable Means of Compliance t h a t  they  permi t  
v a r i a t i o n s  i n  o v e r a l l  method a s  w e l l  ag i n  d e t a i l e d  a p p l i c a t i o n .  The re fo re ,  Con t rac t ing  
S t a t e s ,  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  n a t i o n a l  codes t h a t  w i l l  ensu re  compliance wi th  t h e  S tanda rds ,  
w i l l  sometimes need guidance a s  t o  t h e  d e p a r t u r e s  from Acceptable Means of Compliance t h a t  
a r e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of a i r c r a f t  o t h e r  t han  those  developed t o o  r e c e n t l y  t o  
have behind them t h e  s u i t a b l e  background of expe r i ence  deemed necessa ry  f o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  
of an Acceptable  Means of Compliance. 

4 .  That t y p e  of guidance m a t e r i a l  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by ICAO a s  " P r o v i s i o n a l  
Acceptable  Means of Compliance", a  c l a s s  of s p e c i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  does  n o t  impose any ob l iga -  
t i o n  under t h e  Convention. The P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable Means of Compliance a r e  n o t ,  l i k e  
t h e  Standards  o r  t h e  f u l l - f l e d g e d  Acceptable Means of Compliance, e s t a b l i s h e d  by agreement 
between Con t rac t ing  S t a t e s ;  i n s t e a d ,  they  r e f l e c t  an  agreement reached by an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
body of e x p e r t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  is  worthy of t r i a l .  

5. T r i a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable  Means of Compliance i n  n a t i o n a l  
r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  p r a c t i c e s  i s  in tended t o  b u i l d  up t h e  amount of expe r i ence  t h a t ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  
could l ead  t o  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of an  Acceptable Means of Compliance on t h e  same s u b j e c t .  

6. The P r o v i s i o n a l  Acceptable Means of Compliance p resen ted  i n  t h i s  C i r c u l a r  
was proposed by t h e  Airwor th iness  Committee, a  body of e x p e r t s  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  Counci l  
and f u n c t i o n i n g  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Ai r  Navigat ion  Commission. T h i s  PAMC i s  a 
companion t o  t h e  PAMC - T e s t i n g  of P r e s s u r e - s e n s i t i v e  A l t i m e t e r s  ( C i r c u l a r  5 3 - ~ ~ / 4 8 / 2 )  which 
was p repa red  by t h e  Airwor th iness  Committee a s  a r e s u l t  of  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  i ts S i x t h  
Meeting i n  June  1964 and which i n c o r p o r a t e s  t e s t  p rocedures  f o r  Type I and I1 a l t i m e t e r s .  
The A i r  Navigation Commission au tho r i zed  i s s u e  of t h e  PAyC - T e s t i n g  of P r e s s u r e - s e n s i t i v e  
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Altimeters, dealing with Type I and I1 altimeters, at the Eleventh Meeting of its Forty- 
eighth Session on 2 March 1965. In approving the issue of this Provisional Acceptable 
Means of Compliance the Air Navigation Commission did not pass judgment on, or endorse, 
the technical contents recommended by the Airworthiness Committee. 

7. The Airworthiness Committee at its Seventh Meeting held in Montreal in 
November-December 1966 discussed the development of uniform test procedures for Type 111 
altimeters and prepared draft material as a basis upon which a PAMC might ultimately be 
developed. This material was subsequently reviewed by the Committee Members and further 
developed by correspondence. At the Eighth Meeting held in Amsterdam in April-May 1968, 
the Airworthiness Committee prepared the final text of the PAMC except for numerical values 
of Tables of Tolerances 1, 3 and 4 which were subsequently finalized by correspondence. 

8. The Air Navigation Commission, after satisfying itself that this PAMC is 
properly co-ordinated with the Standards of Annex 8 and related material, and that the 
policies of the Organization have been followed, authorized issue of this Provisional 
Acceptable Means of Compliance (Testing of Pressure-sensitive Altimeters- TypeIII) at the 
Ninth Meeting of its Sixty-first Session on 17 June 1969. It is to be noted that in so 
doing, the Air Navigation Commission did not pass judgment on, or endorse, the technical 
contents recommended by the Airworthiness Committee. 

9. States are invited to use these specifications and to notify ICAO of the 
extent to which they are being applied. Should any State find it desirable or necessary 
to adopt any significant variations from the specifications, that State is invited to 
notify the Organization of such differences. 
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