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NEW DESIGN FOR THE 2024 INTERNATIONAL CODES

The 2024 International Codes® (I-Codes®) have undergone substantial formatting changes as part of the 
digital transformation strategy of the International Code Council® (ICC®) to improve the user experience. The 
resulting product better aligns the print and PDF versions of the I-Codes with the ICC’s Digital Codes® content. 

The changes, promoting a cleaner, more modern look and enhancing readability and sustainability, include:

Single-column
text 

Modernized 
font styles

A B C D
a b c d

Shading for table 
headers and notes

Consistent
grouping of 

associated content 
(e.g., tables

immediately follow 
parent sections)

Streamlined lists

QR codes to identify code 
changes more accurately 
(For further details, see 
Formatting Changes to the 
2024 International Codes.)

More information can be found at iccsafe.org/design-updates.
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PREFACE

FORMATTING CHANGES TO THE 2024 INTERNATIONAL CODES
The 2024 International Codes® (I-Codes®) have undergone substantial formatting changes as part of the digital transformation strat-
egy of the International Code Council® (ICC®) to improve the user experience. The resulting product better aligns the print and PDF
versions of the I-Codes with the ICC’s Digital Code content. Additional information can be found at iccsafe.org/design-updates.

Replacement of Marginal Markings with QR Codes
Through 2021, print editions of the I-Codes identified technical changes from prior code cycles with marginal markings [solid vertical
lines for new text, deletion arrows ( ), asterisks for relocations (*)]. The 2024 I-Code print editions replace the marginal markings
with QR codes to identify code changes more precisely. 

A QR code is placed at the beginning of any section that has undergone technical revision. If there is no QR code, there are no
technical changes to that section.

In the following example from the 2024 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code® (ISPSC®), a QR code indicates there are
changes to Section 101 from the 2021 ISPSC. Note that the change may occur in the main section or in one or more subsections of the
main section.

To see the code changes, the user need only scan the QR code with a smart device. If scanning a QR code is not an option, changes
can be accessed by entering the 7-digit code beneath the QR code at the end of the following URL: qr.iccsafe.org/ (in the above exam-
ple,“qr.iccsafe.org/44bd1dd”). Those viewing the code book via PDF can click on the QR code.

All methods take the user to the appropriate section on ICC’s Digital Codes website, where technical changes from the prior cycle
can be viewed. Digital Codes Premium subscribers who are logged in will be automatically directed to the Premium view. All other
users will be directed to the Digital Codes Basic free view. Both views show new code language in blue text along with deletion
arrows for deleted text and relocation markers for relocated text.

Digital Codes Premium offers additional ways to enhance code compliance research, including revision histories, commentary by
code experts and an advanced search function. A full list of features can be found at codes.iccsafe.org/premium-features.

ACCESSING ADDITIONAL FEATURES VIA REGISTRATION OF BOOK
Beginning with the 2024 International Mechanical Code® (IMC®) and the 2024 International Plumbing Code® (IPC®), users will
be able to validate the authenticity of their book and register it with the ICC to receive incentives. Digital Codes Premium
(codes.iccsafe.org) provides advanced features and exclusive content to enhance code compliance. To validate and regis-
ter, the user will tap the ICC tag (pictured here and located on the front cover) with a near-field communication (NFC)
compatible device. Visit iccsafe.org/nfc for more information and troubleshooting tips regarding NFC tag technology.

ABOUT THE I-CODES
The 2024 I-Codes, published by the ICC, are 15 fully compatible titles intended to establish provisions that adequately protect public
health, safety and welfare; that do not unnecessarily increase construction costs; that do not restrict the use of new materials, prod-
ucts or methods of construction; and that do not give preferential treatment to particular types or classes of materials, products or
methods of construction.

The I-Codes are updated on a 3-year cycle to allow for new construction methods and technologies to be incorporated into the
codes. Alternative materials, designs and methods not specifically addressed in the I-Code can be approved by the building official
where the proposed materials, designs or methods comply with the intent of the provisions of the code.

The I-Codes are used as the basis of laws and regulations in communities across the US and in other countries. They are also used
in a variety of nonregulatory settings, including: 

• Voluntary compliance programs.
• The insurance industry.

�

SECTION 101—SCOPE AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
[A] 101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Swimming Pool and Spa Code of [NAME OF JURISDICTION],
hereinafter referred to as “this code.”
[A] 101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the construction, alteration, movement, replacement,
repair and maintenance of aquatic recreation facilities, pools and spas. The pools and spas covered by this code
are either permanent or temporary, and shall be only those that are designed and manufactured to be
connected to a circulation system and that are intended for swimming, bathing or wading.

[A] 101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the appendices shall not apply unless specifically adopted.
[A] 101.2.2 Flotation tanks. Flotation tank systems intended for sensory deprivation therapy shall not be
considered to be included in the scope of this code. 44bd1dd

Scan for 
Changes
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• Certification and credentialing for building design, construction and safety professionals.
• Certification of building and construction-related products.
• Facilities management.
• “Best practices” benchmarks for designers and builders.
• College, university and professional school textbooks and curricula.
• Reference works related to building design and construction.

Code Development Process
The code development process regularly provides an international forum for building professionals to discuss requirements for
building design, construction methods, safety, performance, technological advances and new products. Proposed changes to the I-
Codes, submitted by code enforcement officials, industry representatives, design professionals and other interested parties, are
deliberated through an open code development process in which all interested and affected parties may participate.

Openness, transparency, balance, due process and consensus are the guiding principles of both the ICC Code Development
Process and OMB Circular A-119, which governs the federal government’s use of private-sector standards. The ICC process is open to
anyone without cost. Remote participation is available through cdpAccess®, the ICC’s cloud-based app.

In order to ensure that organizations with a direct and material interest in the codes have a voice in the process, the ICC has devel-
oped partnerships with key industry segments that support the ICC’s important public safety mission. Some code development
committee members were nominated by the following industry partners and approved by the ICC Board: 

• American Gas Association (AGA)
• American Institute of Architects (AIA)
• American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE)
• International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)
• National Association of Home Builders (NAHB)
• National Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM)
• National Council of Structural Engineers Association (NCSEA)
• National Multifamily Housing Council (NMHC)
• Plumbing Heating and Cooling Contractors (PHCC)
• Pool and Hot Tub Alliance (PHTA) formerly The Association of Pool and Spa Professionals (APSP)
Code development committees evaluate and make recommendations regarding proposed changes to the codes. Their recom-

mendations are then subject to public comment and council-wide votes. The ICC’s governmental members—public safety officials
who have no financial or business interest in the outcome—cast the final votes on proposed changes.

The I-Codes are subject to change through future code development cycles and by any governmental entity that enacts the code
into law. For more information regarding the code development process, contact the Codes and Standards Development Depart-
ment of the ICC at iccsafe.org/products-and-services/i-codes/code-development/.

While the I-Code development procedure is thorough and comprehensive, the ICC, its members and those participating in the
development of the codes expressly disclaim any liability resulting from the publication or use of the I-Codes, or from compliance or
noncompliance with their provisions. NO WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, IMPLIED, EXPRESSED OR STATUTORY, IS GIVEN WITH RESPECT TO
THE I-CODES. The ICC does not have the power or authority to police or enforce compliance with the contents of the I-Codes.

Code Development Committee Responsibilities (Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers)
In each cycle, proposed changes are considered by the Code Development Committee assigned to a specific code or subject matter.
Committee Action Hearings result in recommendations regarding a proposal to the voting membership. Where changes to a code
section are not considered by that code’s own committee, the code section is preceded by a bracketed letter designation identifying
a different committee. Bracketed letter designations for the I-Code committees are: 

[A] = Administrative Code Development Committee
[BE] = IBC—Egress Code Development Committee
[BF] = IBC—Fire Safety Code Development Committee
[BG] = IBC—General Code Development Committee
[BS] = IBC—Structural Code Development Committee
[E] = Developed under the ICC’s Standard Development Process
[EB] = International Existing Building Code Development Committee
[F] = International Fire Code Development Committee
[FG] = International Fuel Gas Code Development Committee
[M] = International Mechanical Code Development Committee
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[P] = International Plumbing Code Development Committee
[SP] = International Swimming Pool and Spa Code Development Committee
  For the development of the 2027 edition of the I-Codes, the ICC Board of Directors approved a standing motion from the Board

Committee on the Long-Term Code Development Process to revise the code development cycle to incorporate two committee action
hearings for each code group. This change expands the current process from two independent 1-year cycles to a single continuous 3-
year cycle. There will be two groups of code development committees and they will meet in separate years. The current groups will
be reworked. With the energy provisions of the International Energy Conservation Code® (IECC®) and Chapter 11 of the International
Residential Code® (IRC®) now moved to the Code Council’s Standards Development Process, the reduced volume of code changes will
be distributed between Groups A and B.

Code change proposals submitted for code sections that have a letter designation in front of them will be heard by the respective
committee responsible for such code sections. Because different committees hold Committee Action Hearings in different years,
proposals for most codes will be heard by committees in both the 2024 (Group A) and the 2025 (Group B) code development cycles. It
is very important that anyone submitting code change proposals understands which code development committee is responsible for
the section of the code that is the subject of the code change proposal.

Please visit the ICC website at iccsafe.org/products-and-services/i-codes/code-development/current-code-development-cycle
for further information on the Code Development Committee responsibilities as it becomes available.  

Coordination of the I-Codes
The coordination of technical provisions allows the I-Codes to be used as a complete set of complementary documents. Individual
codes can also be used in subsets or as stand-alone documents. Some technical provisions that are relevant to more than one
subject area are duplicated in multiple model codes.

Italicized Terms
 Words and terms defined in Chapter 2, Definitions, are italicized where they appear in code text and the Chapter 2 definitions apply.
Although care has been taken to ensure applicable terms are italicized, there may be instances where a defined term has not been
italicized or where a term is italicized but the definition found in Chapter 2 is not applicable. For example, Chapter 2 of the Interna-
tional Building Code® (IBC®) contains a definition for “Listed” that is applicable to equipment, products and services. The term
“listed” is also used in that code to refer to a list of items within the code or within a referenced document. For the latter, the Chapter
2 definition would not be applicable. 

Adoption of International Code Council Codes and Standards
The International Code Council maintains a copyright in all of its codes and standards. Maintaining copyright allows the Code Coun-
cil to fund its mission through sales of books in both print and digital format. The Code Council welcomes incorporation by reference
of its codes and standards by jurisdictions that recognize and acknowledge the Code Council’s copyright in the codes and standards,
and further acknowledge the substantial shared value of the public/private partnership for code development between jurisdictions
and the Code Council. By making its codes and standards available for incorporation by reference, the Code Council does not waive
its copyright in its codes and standards. 

The Code Council’s codes and standards may only be adopted by incorporation by reference in an ordinance passed by the
governing body of the jurisdiction. “Incorporation by reference” means that in the adopting ordinance, the governing body cites only
the title, edition, relevant sections or subsections (where applicable), and publishing information of the model code or standard, and
the actual text of the model code or standard is not included in the ordinance (see graphic, “Adoption of International Code Council
Codes and Standards”). The Code Council does not consent to the reproduction of the text of its codes or standards in any ordinance.
If the governing body enacts any changes, only the text of those changes or amendments may be included in the ordinance.
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The Code Council also recognizes the need for jurisdictions to make laws accessible to the public. Accordingly, all I-Codes and I-
Standards, along with the laws of many jurisdictions, are available to view for free at codes.iccsafe.org/codes/i-codes. These docu-
ments may also be purchased, in both digital and print versions, at shop.iccsafe.org.

To facilitate adoption, some I-Code sections contain blanks for fill-in information that needs to be supplied by the adopting juris-
diction as part of the adoption legislation. For example, the ISPSC contains:

 Section 101.1. Insert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION]
Section 103.1. Insert: [NAME OF DEPARTMENT]
Section 113.4. Insert: [SPECIFY OFFENSE], [AMOUNT], [NUMBER OF DAYS]
Section A101.3. Insert: [NUMBER OF YEARS]  
For further information or assistance with adoption, including a sample ordinance, jurisdictions should contact the Code Council

at incorporation@iccsafe.org.
For a list of frequently asked questions (FAQs) addressing a range of foundational topics about the adoption of

model codes by jurisdictions and to learn more about the Code Council’s code adoption resources, scan the QR code
or visit  iccsafe.org/code-adoption-resources.

INTRODUCTION TO THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE
The ISPSC establishes minimum requirements for the design, construction, alteration, repair and maintenance of swimming pools,
spas, hot tubs and aquatic facilities. This includes public swimming pools, public spas, public exercise spas, aquatic recreation facili-
ties, onground storable residential pools, permanent inground residential pools, permanent residential spas, permanent residential
exercise spas, portable residential spas and portable residential exercise spas.

In many jurisdictions, in addition to code officials having the responsibility for reviewing plans and inspecting the construction of
pools and spas, environmental health officials also have a responsibility for oversight of the operation of pools and spas. In order to
prevent disease and injuries, environmental health officials conduct operational evaluations (inspections). This may include water
chemistry, credentials and training of pool operators and lifeguards, proper water circulation, facility staff’s preparedness to
respond to injuries and accidents, and proper sanitation and safety of the facility.

Code officials and environmental health officials commonly work closely in the plan review and inspection of pools and spas. This
collaboration between departments to jointly review plans and inspect pools and spas is critical in order to achieve a safe and
healthy environment for all that utilize these facilities.

ADOPTION OF INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL
CODES AND STANDARDS
INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

What does “incorporate by reference” mean? If a governmental agency or authority having jurisdiction 

(AHJ) over code adoption wishes to adopt a model code for legislative or regulatory purposes, it will enact an 

ordinance, regulation or law to incorporate by reference (IBR) the relevant code. The actual text of the model 

code is not included in the law, but the enacting law will include the full text of any changes or amendments 

enacted by the legislative body of the AHJ.

Step 1
The International Code 

Council updates the 

current model codes 

every three years.

Step 5

and amendments are 

added or recommended 

through the review 

process. 

Step 2
The International Code 

Council publishes the 

code both in print 

and online.  

Step 4
The adoption timeframe 

is set.

Step 6
AHJs set effective date, 

and notify stakeholders 

working on projects.

Step 3
The model code review 

process begins with 

governments.  

Step 7
Code is adopted into 

law through legislative or 

regulatory action, citing 

the title, edition and 

publishing information 

of the model 

code. 
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PREFACE

The Pool and Hot Tub Alliance (PHTA) [formerly The Association of Pool & Spa Professionals (APSP)], a cooperating sponsor with
ICC in the development and update of the ISPSC, further notes: “While it is recognized that proper construction and installation are
essential, safe use of pools and spas requires common sense, including constant adult supervision of children and proper operation
and maintenance. It is assumed and intended that pool users will exercise appropriate personal judgment and responsibility and
that owners and operators of public and residential pools and spas will create and enforce rules and warning appropriate for their
facilities.”

ARRANGEMENT AND FORMAT OF THE 2024 ISPSC
The format of the ISPSC allows each chapter to be devoted to a particular subject with the exception of Chapter 3, which contains
general compliance subject matter that is coordinated with the provisions for each type of pool and spa regulated in Chapters 4–10.

The following table shows how the ISPSC is divided. The chapter synopses detail the scope and intent of the provisions of the
ISPSC.

Chapter 1 Scope and Administration.
Chapter 1 establishes the limits of applicability of the code and describes how the code is to be applied and enforced. The provisions
of Chapter 1 establish the authority and duties of the code official appointed by the authority having jurisdiction and also establish
the rights and privileges of the design professional, contractor and property owner.

Chapter 2 Definitions.
Chapter 2 is the repository of the definitions of terms used in the body of the code. The user of the code should be familiar with and
consult this chapter because the definitions are essential to the correct interpretation of the code and because the user may not be
aware that a term is defined.

Chapter 3 General Compliance.
Chapter 3 includes a variety of requirements for pools and spas intended to maintain a minimum level of safety and sanitation for
both the general public and the users of pools or spas.

Chapter 4 Public Swimming Pools.
Chapter 4 sets forth specific requirements for public swimming pools with regard to diving equipment, bather load limitations, rest
ledges, wading pools, decks, deck equipment, filters, dressing and sanitary facilities, special features and signage.

Chapter 5 Public Spas and Public Exercise Spas.
Chapter 5 establishes the specific criteria for public spas and public exercise spas with regard to materials, structure and design,
pumps and motors, return and suction fittings, heater and temperature requirements, water supply, sanitation, oxidation equip-
ment and chemical feeders, and safety features.

Chapter 6 Aquatic Recreation Facilities.
Chapter 6 establishes specific requirements for aquatic recreation facilities with regard to floors, markings and indications, circula-
tion systems, handholds and ropes, depths, barriers, number of occupants, toilet rooms and bathrooms, special features and
signage.

CHAPTER TOPICS
CHAPTERS SUBJECTS

1 Scope and Administration

2 Definitions

3 General Compliance

4 Public Swimming Pools

5 Public Spas and Public Exercise Spas

6 Aquatic Recreation Facilities

7 Onground Storable Residential Swimming Pools

8 Permanent Inground Residential Swimming Pools

9 Permanent Residential Spas and Permanent Residential Exercise Spas

10 Portable Residential Spas and Portable Residential Exercise Spas

11 Referenced Standards

Appendix A Board of Appeals
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Chapter 7 Onground Storable Residential Swimming Pools.
Chapter 7 establishes specific requirements for onground storable residential swimming pools with regard to ladders and stairs,
decks and circulation systems.

Chapter 8 Permanent Inground Residential Swimming Pools.
Chapter 8 establishes specific requirements for permanent inground residential swimming pools with regard to design, construction
tolerances, diving water envelopes, walls, offset ledges, pool floors, diving equipment, special features, circulation systems and
safety features.

Chapter 9 Permanent Residential Spas and Permanent Residential Exercise Spas.
Chapter 9 establishes specific requirements for permanent residential spas and permanent residential exercise spas with regard to
safety features.

Chapter 10 Portable Residential Spas and Portable Residential Exercise Spas.
Chapter 10 establishes specific requirements for portable residential spas and portable residential exercise spas with regard to stan-
dards that the equipment must meet.

Chapter 11 Referenced Standards.
Chapter 11 lists all of the product and installation standards and codes that are referenced throughout Chapters 1 through 10 and
includes identification of the promulgators and the section numbers in which the standards and codes are referenced. As stated in
Section 102.7, these standards and codes become an enforceable part of the code (to the prescribed extent of the reference) as if
printed in the body of the code.

Appendix A Board of Appeals.
Appendix A contains the provisions for appeal and the establishment of a board of appeals. The provisions include the application
for an appeal, the makeup of the board of appeals and the conduct of the appeal process.

RELOCATION OF TEXT OR TABLES
The following table indicates relocation of sections and tables in the 2024 edition of the ISPSC from the 2021 edition.

RELOCATIONS
2024 LOCATION 2021 LOCATION

104.2.2.4 104.11

104.2.3 104.10

104.2.4 104.9

104.4 104.6

104.7.2 104.5

104.7.4 104.11.3

107 106

108 107

109 108

110 109

111 110

112 111
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CHAPTER 

1 SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION

User notes:

About this chapter: Chapter 1 establishes the limits of applicability of this code and describes how the code is to be applied and enforced. Chapter 1
is in two parts: Part 1—Scope and Application (Sections 101–102) and Part 2—Administration and Enforcement (Sections 103–
114). Section 101 identifies which buildings and structures come under its purview and references other I-Codes as applicable.
Standards and codes are scoped to the extent referenced (see Section 102.7).

This code is intended to be adopted as a legally enforceable document and it cannot be effective without adequate provisions
for its administration and enforcement. The provisions of Chapter 1 establish the authority and duties of the code official
appointed by the authority having jurisdiction and also establish the rights and privileges of the design professional, contractor
and property owner.

Section 105 was revised and relocated to Section 104 for the 2024 edition. For clarity, the relocation marginal markings have not
been included. For complete information, see the Relocations table in the Preface of this code.

QR code use: A QR code is placed at the beginning of any section that has undergone technical revision. To see those revisions, scan the QR
code with a smart device or enter the 7-digit code beneath the QR code at the end of the following URL: qr.iccsafe.org/ (see
Formatting Changes to the 2024 International Codes for more information).

PART 1—SCOPE AND APPLICATION

SECTION 101—SCOPE AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
[A] 101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Swimming Pool and Spa Code of [NAME OF JURISDICTION],
hereinafter referred to as “this code.”
[A] 101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the construction, alteration, movement, replacement,
repair and maintenance of aquatic recreation facilities, pools and spas. The pools and spas covered by this code
are either permanent or temporary, and shall be only those that are designed and manufactured to be
connected to a circulation system and that are intended for swimming, bathing or wading.

[A] 101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the appendices shall not apply unless specifically adopted.
[A] 101.2.2 Flotation tanks. Flotation tank systems intended for sensory deprivation therapy shall not be
considered to be included in the scope of this code.

[A] 101.3 Purpose. The purpose of this code is to establish minimum requirements to provide a reasonable level of safety, health,
property protection and general welfare by regulating and controlling the design, construction, installation, quality of materials,
location and maintenance or use of pools and spas.
[A] 101.4 Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this code is for any reason held to be unconstitu-
tional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this code.

SECTION 102—APPLICABILITY
[A] 102.1 General. Where there is a conflict between a general requirement and a specific requirement, the
specific requirement shall govern. Where, in any specific case, different sections of this code specify different
materials, methods of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall govern.
[A] 102.2 Existing installations. Any pool or spa and related mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems
lawfully in existence at the time of the adoption of this code shall be permitted to have their use and mainte-
nance continued if the use, maintenance or repair is in accordance with the original design and no hazard to life,
health or property is created.
[A] 102.3 Maintenance. Pools and spas and related mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems, both existing
and new, and parts thereof, shall be maintained in proper operating condition in accordance with the original
design in a safe and sanitary condition. Devices or safeguards that are required by this code shall be maintained

in compliance with the edition of the code under which they were installed.
The owner or the owner’s authorized agent shall be responsible for maintenance of systems. To determine compliance with this

provision, the code official shall have the authority to require any system to be reinspected.
[A] 102.4 Alterations or repairs. Alterations or repairs to any pool, spa or related system shall conform to that required for a new
system without requiring the existing systems to comply with the requirements of this code. Alterations or repairs shall not cause
existing systems to become unsafe, insanitary or overloaded.

Minor alterations and repairs to existing systems shall be permitted in the same manner and arrangement as in the existing
system, provided that such repairs or replacement are not hazardous and are approved.
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[A] 102.5 Historic buildings. The provisions of this code relating to the construction, alteration, repair, enlargement, restoration,
relocation or moving of pools, spas or systems shall not be mandatory for existing pools, spas or systems identified and classified by
the state or local jurisdiction as part of a historic structure where such pools, spas or systems are judged by the code official to be
safe and in the public interest of health, safety and welfare regarding any proposed construction, alteration, repair, enlargement,
restoration, relocation or moving of such pool or spa.
[A] 102.6 Moved pools and spas. Except as determined by Section 102.2, systems that are a part of a pool, spa or system moved into
or within the jurisdiction shall comply with the provisions of this code for new installations.
[A] 102.7 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and standards referenced in this code shall be those that are listed in Chap-
ter 11 and such codes and standards shall be considered to be part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each
such reference. Where differences occur between provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of this code
shall be the minimum requirements.

[A] 102.7.1 Application of the International Codes. Where the International Residential Code is referenced in this code, the
provisions of the International Residential Code shall apply to related systems in detached one- and two-family dwellings and
townhouses not more than three stories in height. Other related systems shall comply with the applicable International Code or
referenced standard.

[A] 102.8 Requirements not covered by code. Any requirements necessary for the strength, stability or proper operation of an
existing or proposed system, or for the public safety, health and general welfare, not specifically covered by this code shall be deter-
mined by the code official.
[A] 102.9 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall not be deemed to nullify any provisions of local, state or federal law.
[A] 102.10 Application of references. References to chapter or section numbers, or to provisions not specifically identified by
number, shall be construed to refer to such chapter, section or provision of this code.

PART 2—ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 103—CODE COMPLIANCE AGENCY
[A] 103.1 Creation of agency. The [NAME OF DEPARTMENT] is hereby created and the official in charge thereof shall be known as the code
official. The function of the agency shall be the implementation, administration and enforcement of the provisions of this code.
[A] 103.2 Appointment. The code official shall be appointed by the chief appointing authority of the jurisdiction.
[A] 103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed procedures of this jurisdiction and with the concurrence of the appointing
authority, the code official shall have the authority to appoint a deputy code official, other related technical officers, inspectors and
other employees. Such employees shall have powers as delegated by the code official.

SECTION 104—DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE CODE OFFICIAL
[A] 104.1 General. The code official is hereby authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of this code.
[A] 104.2 Determination of compliance. The code official shall have the authority to determine compliance
with this code, to render interpretations of this code and to adopt policies and procedures in order to clarify the
application of its provisions. Such interpretations, policies and procedures: 

1. Shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose of this code.
2. Shall not have the effect of waiving requirements specifically provided for in this code.

[A] 104.2.1 Listed compliance. Where this code or a referenced standard requires equipment, materials,
products or services to be listed and a listing standard is specified, the listing shall be based on the specified
standard. Where a listing standard is not specified, the listing shall be based on an approved listing criteria.
Listings shall be germane to the provision requiring the listing. Installation shall be in accordance with the listing and the manu-
facturer’s instructions, and where required to verify compliance, the listing standard and manufacturer’s instructions shall be
made available to the code official.
[A] 104.2.2 Technical assistance. To determine compliance with this code, the code official is authorized to require the owner or
owner’s authorized agent to provide a technical opinion and report.

[A] 104.2.2.1 Cost. A technical opinion and report shall be provided without charge to the jurisdiction.
[A] 104.2.2.2 Preparer qualifications. The technical opinion and report shall be prepared by a qualified engineer, specialist,
laboratory or specialty organization acceptable to the code official. The code official is authorized to require design submittals
to be prepared by, and bear the stamp of, a registered design professional.
[A] 104.2.2.3 Content. The technical opinion and report shall analyze the properties of the design, operation or use of the
building or premises and the facilities and appurtenances situated thereon to identify and propose necessary
recommendations.
[A] 104.2.2.4 Tests. Where there is insufficient evidence of compliance with the provisions of this code, the code official shall
have the authority to require tests as evidence of compliance. Test methods shall be as specified in this code or by other recog-
nized test standards. In the absence of recognized test standards, the code official shall approve the testing procedures. Such
tests shall be performed by a party acceptable to the code official.
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[A] 104.2.3 Alternative materials, design and methods of construction and equipment. The provisions of this code are not
intended to prevent the installation of any material or to prohibit any design or method of construction not specifically prescribed
by this code, provided that any such alternative is not specifically prohibited by this code and has been approved. 

Exception: Performance-based alternative materials, designs or methods of construction and equipment complying with the
International Code Council Performance Code.
[A] 104.2.3.1 Approval authority. An alternative material, design or method of construction shall be approved where the
code official finds that the proposed alternative is satisfactory and complies with Sections 104.2.3 through 104.2.3.7, as
applicable.
[A] 104.2.3.2 Application and disposition. Where required, a request to use an alternative material, design or method of
construction shall be submitted in writing to the code official for approval. Where the alternative material, design or method of
construction is not approved, the code official shall respond in writing, stating the reasons the alternative was not approved.
[A] 104.2.3.3 Compliance with code intent. An alternative material, design or method of construction shall comply with the
intent of the provisions of this code.
[A] 104.2.3.4 Equivalency criteria. An alternative material, design or method of construction shall, for the purpose intended,
be not less than the equivalent of that prescribed in this code with respect to all of the following, as applicable: 

1. Quality.
2. Strength.
3. Effectiveness.
4. Durability.
5. Safety, other than fire safety.
6. Fire safety.

[A] 104.2.3.5 Tests. Tests conducted to demonstrate equivalency in support of an alternative material, design or method of
construction application shall be of a scale that is sufficient to predict performance of the end use configuration. Tests shall be
performed by a party acceptable to the code official.
[A] 104.2.3.6 Reports. Supporting documentation, where necessary to assist in the approval of materials or assemblies not
specifically provided for in this code, shall comply with Sections 104.2.3.6.1 and 104.2.3.6.2.

[A] 104.2.3.6.1 Evaluation reports. Evaluation reports shall be issued by an approved agency and use of the evaluation
report shall require approval by the code official for the installation. The alternate material, design or method of construc-
tion and product evaluated shall be within the scope of the code official’s recognition of the approved agency. Criteria used
for the evaluation shall be identified within the report and, where required, provided to the code official.
[A] 104.2.3.6.2 Other reports. Reports not complying with Section 104.2.3.6.1 shall describe criteria, including but not
limited to any referenced testing or analysis, used to determine compliance with code intent and justify code equivalence.
The report shall be prepared by a qualified engineer, specialist, laboratory or specialty organization acceptable to the code
official. The code official is authorized to require design submittals to be prepared by, and bear the stamp of, a registered
design professional.

[A] 104.2.3.7 Peer review. The code official is authorized to require submittal of a peer review report in conjunction with a
request to use an alternative material, design or method of construction, prepared by a peer reviewer that is approved by the
code official.

[A] 104.2.4 Modifications. Where there are practical difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of this code, the code offi-
cial shall have the authority to grant modifications for individual cases provided that the code official shall first find that one or
more special individual reasons make the strict letter of this code impractical, that the modification is in compliance with the
intent and purpose of this code, and that such modification does not lessen health, accessibility, life and fire safety or structural
requirements. The details of the written request for and action granting modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of
the department of building safety.

[A] 104.2.4.1 Flood hazard areas. The code official shall not grant modifications to any provision required in flood hazard
areas as established by Section 1612.3 of the International Building Code unless a determination has been made that: 

1. A showing of good and sufficient cause that the unique characteristics of the size, configuration or topography of the
site render the elevation standards of Section 1612 of the International Building Code inappropriate.

2. A determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional hardship by rendering the lot
undevelopable.

3. A determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood heights, additional threats to public
safety or extraordinary public expense; cause fraud on or victimization of the public; or conflict with existing laws or
ordinances.

4. A determination that the variance is the minimum necessary to afford relief, considering the flood hazard.
5. Submission to the applicant of written notice specifying the difference between the design flood elevation and the

elevation to which the building is to be built, stating that the cost of flood insurance will be commensurate with the
increased risk resulting from the reduced floor elevation, and stating that construction below the design flood eleva-
tion increases risks to life and property.
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[A] 104.3 Applications and permits. The code official shall receive applications, review construction documents and issue permits,
inspect the premises for which such permits have been issued and enforce compliance with the provisions of this code.

[A] 104.3.1 Determination of substantially improved or substantially damaged existing buildings and structures in flood
hazard areas. For applications for reconstruction, rehabilitation, repair, alteration, addition or other improvement of existing
buildings or structures located in flood hazard areas, the code official shall determine if the proposed work constitutes substan-
tial improvement or repair of substantial damage. Where the code official determines that the proposed work constitutes
substantial improvement or repair of substantial damage, and where required by this code, the code official shall require the
building to meet the requirements of Section 1612 of the International Building Code or Section R322 of the International Residen-
tial Code, as applicable.

[A] 104.4 Right of entry. Where it is necessary to make an inspection to enforce the provisions of this code, or where the code official
has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in a structure or on a premises a condition that is contrary to or in violation of this
code that makes the structure or premises unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, the code official is authorized to enter the structure or
premises at reasonable times to inspect or to perform the duties imposed by this code. If such structure or premises is occupied, the
code official shall present credentials to the occupant and request entry. If such structure or premises is unoccupied, the code official
shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner, the owner’s authorized agent or other person having charge or control of the
structure or premises and request entry. If entry is refused, the code official shall have recourse to every remedy provided by law to
secure entry.

[A] 104.4.1 Warrant. Where the code official has first obtained a proper inspection warrant or other remedy provided by law to
secure entry, an owner, the owner’s authorized agent or occupant or person having charge, care or control of the structure or
premises shall not fail or neglect, after a proper request is made as herein provided, to permit entry therein by the code official for
the purposes of inspection and examination pursuant to this code.

[A] 104.5 Identification. The code official shall carry proper identification when inspecting structures or premises in the perfor-
mance of duties under this code.
[A] 104.6 Notices and orders. The code official shall issue necessary notices or orders to ensure compliance with this code. Notices
of violations shall be in accordance with Section 113.
[A] 104.7 Official records. The code official shall keep official records as required by Sections 104.7.1 through 104.7.5. Such official
records shall be retained for not less than 5 years or for as long as the building or structure to which such records relate remains in
existence, unless otherwise provided by other regulations.

[A] 104.7.1 Approvals. A record of approvals shall be maintained by the code official and shall be available for public inspection
during business hours in accordance with applicable laws.
[A] 104.7.2 Inspections. The code official shall have the authority to conduct inspections, or shall accept reports of inspection by
approved agencies or individuals. Reports of such inspections shall be in writing and be certified by a responsible officer of such
approved agency or by the responsible individual. The code official shall keep a record of each inspection made, including notices
and orders issued, showing the findings and disposition of each.
[A] 104.7.3 Code alternatives and modifications. Application for alternative materials, design and methods of construction and
equipment in accordance with Section 104.2.3; modifications in accordance with Section 104.2.4; and documentation of the final
decision of the code official for either shall be in writing and shall be retained in the official records.
[A] 104.7.4 Tests. The code official shall keep a record of tests conducted to comply with Sections 104.2.2.4 and 104.2.3.5.
[A] 104.7.5 Fees. The code official shall keep a record of fees collected and refunded in accordance with Section 109.

[A] 104.8 Liability. The code official, member of the board of appeals or employee charged with the enforcement of this code, while
acting for the jurisdiction in good faith and without malice in the discharge of the duties required by this code or other pertinent law
or ordinance, shall not thereby be personally liable, either civilly or criminally, and is hereby relieved from personal liability for any
damage accruing to persons or property as a result of any act or by reason of any act or omission in the discharge of official duties.

[A] 104.8.1 Legal defenses. Any suit or criminal complaint instituted against any officer or employee because of an act
performed by that officer or employee in the lawful discharge of duties under the provisions of this code or other laws or ordi-
nances implemented through the enforcement of this code shall be defended by legal representatives of the jurisdiction until the
final termination of the proceedings. The code official or any subordinate shall not be liable for costs in any action, suit or
proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this code.

[A] 104.9 Approved materials and equipment. Materials, equipment and devices approved by the code official shall be constructed
and installed in accordance with such approval.

[A] 104.9.1 Materials and equipment reuse. Materials, equipment and devices shall not be reused unless such elements are in
good working condition and approved.

SECTION 105—PERMITS
[A] 105.1 Where required. Any owner, or owner’s authorized agent who desires to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, or demol-
ish a pool or spa or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, remove, convert or replace any system, the installation of which is
regulated by this code, or to cause any such work to be performed, shall first make application to the code official and obtain the
required permit for the work. A permit shall not be required for replastering or resurfacing of an existing pool or spa.
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[A] 105.2 Application for permit. Each application for a permit, with the required fee, shall be filed with the code official on a form
furnished for that purpose and shall contain a general description of the proposed work and its location. The application shall be
signed by the owner or the owner’s authorized agent. The permit application shall contain such other information required by the
code official.
[A] 105.3 Time limitation of application. An application for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have been aban-
doned 180 days after the date of filing unless such application has been pursued in good faith or a permit has been issued; except
that the code official is authorized to grant one or more extensions of time for additional periods not exceeding 180 days each. The
extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated.
[A] 105.4 Permit issuance. The application, construction documents and other data filed by an applicant for permit shall be
reviewed by the code official. If the code official finds that the proposed work conforms to the requirements of this code and laws and
ordinances applicable thereto, and that the fees specified in Section 109.1 have been paid, a permit shall be issued to the applicant.

[A] 105.4.1 Approved construction documents. When the code official issues the permit where construction documents are
required, the construction documents shall be endorsed in writing and stamped “APPROVED.” Such approved construction docu-
ments shall not be changed, modified or altered without authorization from the code official. Work shall be done in accordance
with the approved construction documents.

The code official shall have the authority to issue a permit for the construction of a part of a system before the entire construc-
tion documents for the whole system have been submitted or approved, provided that adequate information and detailed
statements have been filed complying with pertinent requirements of this code. The holders of such permit shall proceed at their
own risk without assurance that the permit for the entire system will be granted.
[A] 105.4.2 Validity. The issuance of a permit or approval of construction documents shall not be construed to be a permit for, or
an approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this code or any other ordinance of the jurisdiction. Any permit presuming
to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this code shall not be valid.

The issuance of a permit based on construction documents and other data shall not prevent the code official from thereafter
requiring the correction of errors in said construction documents and other data or from preventing building operations being
carried on thereunder where in violation of this code or of other ordinances of this jurisdiction.
[A] 105.4.3 Expiration. Every permit issued shall become invalid unless the work authorized by such permit is commenced within
180 days after its issuance, or if the work authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned for a period of 180 days after the
time the work is commenced. The code official is authorized to grant, in writing, one or more extensions of time, for a period not
more than 180 days. The extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated.
[A] 105.4.4 Extensions. Any permittee holding an unexpired permit shall have the right to apply for an extension of the time
within which the permittee will commence work under that permit when work is unable to be commenced within the time
required by this section for good and satisfactory reasons. The code official shall extend the time for action by the permittee for a
period not exceeding 180 days if there is reasonable cause. The fee for an extension shall be one-half the amount required for a
new permit for such work.
[A] 105.4.5 Suspension or revocation of permit. The code official shall revoke a permit or approval issued under the provisions
of this code in case of any false statement or misrepresentation of fact in the application or on the construction documents on
which the permit or approval was based.

SECTION 106—TEMPORARY STRUCTURES, EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS
[A] 106.1 General. The code official is authorized to issue a permit for temporary structures, equipment or
systems. Such permits shall be limited as to time of service, but shall not be permitted for more than 180 days.
The code official is authorized to grant extensions for demonstrated cause.
[A] 106.2 Conformance. Temporary structures, equipment and systems shall conform to the requirements of
this code as necessary to ensure health, safety and general welfare.
[A] 106.3 Temporary service utilities. The code official is authorized to give permission to temporarily supply
service utilities in accordance with Section 110.
[A] 106.4 Termination of approval. The code official is authorized to terminate such permit for a temporary
structures, equipment, or system and to order the same to be discontinued.

SECTION 107—CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS
[A] 107.1 Construction documents. Construction documents, engineering calculations, diagrams and other such data shall be
submitted in two or more sets with each application for a permit. The code official shall require construction documents, computa-
tions and specifications to be prepared and designed by a registered design professional where required by state law. Construction
documents shall be drawn to scale and shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent of the work proposed
and show in detail that the work conforms to the provisions of this code.
[A] 107.2 Retention of construction documents. One set of approved construction documents shall be retained by the code official
for a period of not less than 180 days from date of completion of the permitted work, or as required by state or local laws. One set of
approved construction documents shall be returned to the applicant, and said set shall be kept on the site of the building or work at
all times during which the work authorized thereby is in progress.
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SECTION 108—NOTICE OF APPROVAL
[A] 108.1 Approval. After the prescribed tests and inspections indicate that the work complies in all respects with this code, a notice
of approval shall be issued by the code official.
[A] 108.2 Revocation. The code official is authorized to, in writing, suspend or revoke a notice of approval issued under the provi-
sions of this code wherever the notice is issued in error, or on the basis of the incorrect information supplied, or where it is
determined that the building or structure, premise, system or portion thereof is in violation of any ordinance or regulation or any of
the provisions of this code.

SECTION 109—FEES
[A] 109.1 Fees. A permit shall not be valid until the fees prescribed by law have been paid. An amendment to a
permit shall not be released until the additional fee, if any, has been paid.
[A] 109.2 Schedule of permit fees. Where work requires a permit, a fee for each permit shall be paid as required,
in accordance with the schedule as established by the applicable governing authority
[A] 109.3 Permit valuations. The applicant for a permit shall provide an estimated value of the work for which
the permit is being issued at time of application. Such estimated valuations shall include total value of work,
including materials and labor, for which the permit is being issued, such as mechanical equipment and perma-
nent systems. Where, in the opinion of the code official, the valuation is underestimated, the permit shall be
denied unless the applicant can show detailed estimates to the code official. The code official shall have the
authority to adjust the final valuation for permit fees.
[A] 109.4 Work commencing before permit issuance. Any person who commences any work on a mechanical system before
obtaining the necessary permits shall be subject to a fee as established by the code official that shall be in addition to the required
permit fees.
[A] 109.5 Related fees. The payment of the fee for the construction, alteration, removal or demolition for work done in connection
to or concurrently with the work authorized by a permit shall not relieve the applicant or holder of the permit from the payment of
other fees that are prescribed by law.
[A] 109.6 Refunds The code official is authorized to establish a refund policy.

SECTION 110—SERVICE UTILITIES
[A] 110.1 Connection of service utilities. A person shall not make connections from a utility, source of energy, fuel, power, water
system or sewer system to any building or system that is regulated by this code for which a permit is required until authorized by the
code official.
[A] 110.2 Temporary connection. The code official shall have the authority to authorize the temporary connection of the building or
system to the utility, source of energy, fuel, power, water system or sewer system for the purpose of testing systems or for use under
a temporary approval.
[A] 110.3 Authority to disconnect service utilities. The code official shall have the authority to authorize disconnection of utility
service to the building, structure or system regulated by this code and the referenced codes and standards in case of emergency
where necessary to eliminate an immediate hazard to life or property or where such utility connection has been made without the
approval required by Section 110.1 or 110.2. The code official shall notify the serving utility, and wherever possible the owner or the
owner’s authorized agent and occupant of the building, structure or service system of the decision to disconnect prior to taking such
action. If not notified prior to disconnecting, the owner, the owner’s authorized agent or occupant of the building, structure or
service system shall be notified in writing, as soon as practical thereafter.

SECTION 111—INSPECTIONS
[A] 111.1 General. Construction or work for which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the code
official and such construction or work shall remain visible and able to be accessed for inspection purposes until
approved. Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an approval of a violation of the
provisions of this code or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction. Inspections presuming to give authority to
violate or cancel the provisions of this code or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid. It shall be
the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to remain available and exposed for inspection purposes.
Neither the code official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed in the removal or replacement of
any material required to allow inspection.
[A] 111.2 Preliminary inspection. Before issuing a permit, the code official is authorized to examine or cause to
be examined buildings, structures and sites for which an application has been filed.
[A] 111.3 Required inspections and testing. Pool and spa installations or alterations thereto, including equipment, piping, and
appliances related thereto, shall be inspected by the code official to ensure compliance with the requirements of this code.
[A] 111.4 Other inspections. In addition to the inspections specified in Sections 111.2 and 111.3, the code official is authorized to
make or require other inspections of any construction work to ascertain compliance with the provisions of this code and other laws
that are enforced.
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[A] 111.5 Inspection request. It shall be the duty of the holder of the permit or their duly authorized agent to notify the code official
when work is ready for inspection. It shall be the duty of the permit holder to provide access to and means for inspections of such
work that are required by this code.
[A] 111.6 Approval required. Work shall not be done beyond the point indicated in each successive inspection without first obtain-
ing the approval of the code official. The code official, upon notification, shall make the requested inspection and shall either indicate
the portion of the construction that is satisfactory as completed, or notify the permit holder or his or her agent wherein the same fails
to comply with this code. Any portions that do not comply shall be corrected and such portion shall not be covered or concealed
until authorized by the code official.
[A] 111.7 Approved agencies. Test reports submitted to the code official for consideration shall be developed by approved agencies
that have satisfied the requirements as to qualifications and reliability.
[A] 111.8 Evaluation and follow-up inspection services. Prior to the approval of a closed, prefabricated system and the issuance of
a permit, the code official shall require the submittal of an evaluation report on each prefabricated system indicating the complete
details of the system, including a description of the system and its components, the basis on which the system is being evaluated,
test results and similar information, and other data as necessary for the code official to determine conformance to this code.
[A] 111.9 Evaluation service. The code official shall designate the evaluation service of an approved agency as the evaluation
agency, and review such agency’s evaluation report for adequacy and conformance to this code.
[A] 111.10 Follow-up inspection. Except where ready access is provided to systems, service equipment and accessories for
complete inspection at the site without disassembly or dismantling, the code official shall conduct the frequency of in-plant inspec-
tions necessary to ensure conformance to the approved evaluation report or shall designate an independent, approved inspection
agency to conduct such inspections. The inspection agency shall furnish the code official with the follow-up inspection manual and a
report of inspections on request, and the system shall have an identifying label permanently affixed to the system indicating that
factory inspections have been performed.
[A] 111.11 Test and inspection records. Required test and inspection records shall be available to the code official at all times
during the fabrication of the system and the installation of the system, or such records as the code official designates shall be filed.
[A] 111.12 Special inspections. Special inspections of alternative engineered design systems shall be conducted in accordance with
Sections 111.12.1 and 111.12.2.

[A] 111.12.1 Periodic inspection. The registered design professional or designated inspector shall periodically inspect and
observe the alternative engineered design to determine that the installation is in accordance with the approved construction
documents. Discrepancies shall be brought to the immediate attention of the contractor for correction. Records shall be kept of
inspections.
[A] 111.12.2 Written report. The registered design professional shall submit a final report in writing to the code official upon
completion of the installation, certifying that the alternative engineered design conforms to the approved construction docu-
ments. A notice of approval for the system shall not be issued until a written certification has been submitted.

[A] 111.13 Testing. Systems shall be tested as required by this code. Tests shall be made by the permit holder and the code official
shall have the authority to witness such tests.
[A] 111.14 New, altered, extended or repaired systems. New systems and parts of existing systems that have been altered,
extended or repaired shall be tested as prescribed by this code.
[A] 111.15 Equipment, material and labor for tests. Equipment, material and labor required for testing a system or part thereof
shall be furnished by the permit holder.
[A] 111.16 Reinspection and testing. Where any work or installation does not pass any initial test or inspection, the necessary
corrections shall be made to comply with this code. The work or installation shall then be resubmitted to the code official for inspec-
tion and testing.

SECTION 112—MEANS OF APPEALS
[A] 112.1 General. In order to hear and decide appeals of orders, decisions or determinations made by the code
official relative to the application and interpretation of this code, there shall be and is hereby created a board of
appeals. The board of appeals shall be appointed by the applicable governing authority and shall hold office at
its pleasure. The board shall adopt rules of procedure for conducting its business and shall render all decisions
and findings in writing to the appellant with a duplicate copy to the code official.
[A] 112.2 Limitations on authority. An application for appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent of
this code or the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of this code
do not fully apply, or an equivalent or better form of construction is proposed. The board shall not have authority
to waive requirements of this code.
[A] 112.3 Qualifications. The board of appeals shall consist of members who are qualified by experience and

training on matters pertaining to the provisions of this code and are not employees of the jurisdiction.
[A] 112.4 Administration. The code official shall take action without delay in accordance with the decision of the board.
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SECTION 113—VIOLATIONS
[A] 113.1 Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, alter, repair,
remove, demolish or utilize any system, or cause same to be done, in conflict with or in violation of any of the
provisions of this code.
[A] 113.2 Notice of violation. The code official shall serve a notice of violation or order to the person responsible
for the erection, installation, alteration, extension, repair, removal or demolition of work in violation of the provi-
sions of this code, or in violation of a detail statement or the approved construction documents there under, or in
violation of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code. Such order shall direct the discontin-
uance of the illegal action or condition and the abatement of the violation.
[A] 113.3 Prosecution of violation. If the notice of violation is not complied with promptly, the code official shall
request the legal counsel of the jurisdiction to institute the appropriate proceeding at law or in equity to restrain,
correct or abate such violation, or to require the removal or termination of the unlawful pool or spa in violation of the provisions of
this code or of the order or direction made pursuant thereto.
[A] 113.4 Violation penalties. Any person who shall violate a provision of this code or shall fail to comply with any of the require-
ments thereof or who shall erect, install, alter or repair a pool or spa in violation of the approved construction documents or directive
of the code official, or of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this code, shall be guilty of a [SPECIFY OFFENSE], punishable
by a fine of not more than [AMOUNT] dollars or by imprisonment not exceeding [NUMBER OF DAYS], or both such fine and imprisonment.
Each day that a violation continues after due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate offense.
[A] 113.5 Abatement of violation. The imposition of the penalties herein prescribed shall not preclude the legal officer of the juris-
diction from instituting appropriate action to prevent violation, or to prevent illegal use of a pool or spa, or to stop an illegal act,
conduct, business or utilization of the plumbing on or about any premises.
[A] 113.6 Unsafe systems. Any system regulated by this code that is unsafe or that constitutes a fire or health hazard, insanitary
condition, or is otherwise dangerous to human life is hereby declared unsafe. Any use of a system regulated by this code constituting
a hazard to safety, health or public welfare by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence, fire hazard, disaster,
damage or abandonment is hereby declared an unsafe use. Any such unsafe system is hereby declared to be a public nuisance and
shall be abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition or removal.

[A] 113.6.1 Authority to condemn a system. Where the code official determines that any system, or portion thereof, regulated by
this code has become hazardous to life, health or property or has become insanitary, the code official shall order in writing that
such system either be removed or restored to a safe or sanitary condition. A time limit for compliance with such order shall be
specified in the written notice. A person shall not use or maintain a defective system after receiving such notice.

Where such a system is to be disconnected, written notice as prescribed in Section 113.2 shall be given. In cases of immediate
danger to life or property, such disconnection shall be made immediately without such notice.
[A] 113.6.2 Authority to disconnect service utilities. The code official shall have the authority to authorize disconnection of util-
ity service in accordance with Section 110.3.
[A] 113.6.3 Connection after order to disconnect. A person shall not make connections from any energy, fuel, power supply or
water distribution system, or supply energy, fuel or water to any equipment regulated by this code that has been disconnected or
ordered to be disconnected by the code official or the use of which has been ordered to be discontinued by the code official until
the code official authorizes the reconnection and use of such equipment.

When any system is maintained in violation of this code, and in violation of any notice issued pursuant to the provisions of this
section, the code official shall institute any appropriate action to prevent, restrain, correct or abate the violation.

SECTION 114—STOP WORK ORDER
[A] 114.1 Authority. Where the code official finds any work regulated by this code being performed in a manner contrary to the
provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe manner, the code official is authorized to issue a stop work order.
[A] 114.2 Issuance. The stop work order shall be in writing and shall be given to the owner of the property, the owner’s authorized
agent or the person performing the work. Upon issuance of a stop work order, the cited work shall immediately cease. The stop work
order shall state the reason for the order and the conditions under which the cited work is authorized to resume.
[A] 114.3 Emergencies. Where an emergency exists, the code official shall not be required to give a written notice prior to stopping
the work.
[A] 114.4 Failure to comply. Any person who shall continue any work after having been served with a stop work order, except such
work as that person is directed to perform to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be subject to fines established by the
authority having jurisdiction.
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CHAPTER 

2 DEFINITIONS

User notes:

About this chapter: Codes, by their very nature, are technical documents. Every word, term and punctuation mark can add to or change the meaning
of a technical requirement. It is necessary to maintain a consensus on the specific meaning of each term contained in the code.
Chapter 2 performs this function by stating clearly what specific terms mean for the purpose of the code.

SECTION 201—GENERAL
201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words and terms shall, for the purposes of this code, have the mean-
ings shown in this chapter.
201.2 Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense include the future; words stated in the masculine gender include the
feminine and neuter; the singular number includes the plural and the plural, the singular.
201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not defined in this code and are defined in the International Building Code,
International Energy Conservation Code, International Fire Code, International Fuel Gas Code, International Mechanical Code, Interna-
tional Plumbing Code or International Residential Code, such terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them as in those codes.
201.4 Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined through the methods authorized by this section, such terms shall have ordi-
narily accepted meanings such as the context implies.

SECTION 202—DEFINITIONS
ACCESS (TO). That which enables a device, appliance or equipment to be reached by ready access or by a means
that first requires the removal or movement of a panel or similar obstruction [see "Ready access (to)"].
ACTIVITY POOL. A pool designed primarily for play activity that uses constructed features and devices including
lily pad walks, flotation devices, small slide features, and similar attractions.
AIR INDUCTION SYSTEM. A system whereby a volume of air is introduced into hollow ducting built into a spa floor,
bench, or hydrotherapy jets.
[A] ALTERATION. Any construction or renovation to an existing pool or spa other than repair.
[A] APPROVED. Acceptable to the code official or authority having jurisdiction.
[A] APPROVED AGENCY. An established and recognized organization regularly engaged in conducting tests or

furnishing inspection services, or furnishing product evaluation or certification where such organization has been approved by the
code official.
AQUATIC RECREATION FACILITY. A facility that is designed for free-form aquatic play and recreation. The facilities may include, but
are not limited to, wave or surf action pools, leisure rivers, sand bottom pools, vortex pools, activity pools, inner tube rides, body slides
and interactive play attractions.
AQUATIC VENUE. A constructed structure or modified natural structure containing water and intended for recreational or therapeutic
use. Exposure to water in these structures may occur by contact, ingestion or aerosolization. Examples include swimming pools, wave
pools, lazy rivers, surf pools, spas, hot tubs, therapy pools, spray pads, waterpark pools and other interactive water venues.
BACKWASH. The process of cleansing the filter medium or elements by the reverse flow of water through the filter.
BACKWASH CYCLE. The time required to backwash the filter medium or elements and to remove debris in the pool or spa filter.
BARRIER. A permanent fence, wall, building wall, or combination thereof that completely surrounds the pool or spa and obstructs the
access to the pool or spa. The term “permanent” shall mean not being able to be removed, lifted, or relocated without the use of a tool.
BATHER. A person using a pool, spa or hot tub and adjoining deck area for the purpose of water sports, recreation, therapy or related
activities.
BATHER LOAD. The number of persons in the pool or spa water at any given moment or during any stated period of time.
BEACH ENTRY. Sloping entry starting above the waterline at deck level and ending below the waterline. The presence of sand is not
required. Also called “zero entry.”
CHEMICAL FEEDER. A floating or mechanical device for adding a chemical to pool or spa water.
CHEMICAL STORAGE SPACE. A space in an aquatic facility used for the storage of pool or spa chemicals such as acids, salt, or corro-
sive or oxidizing chemicals.
CIRCULATION EQUIPMENT. The components of a circulation system.
CIRCULATION SYSTEM. The mechanical components that are a part of a recirculation system on a pool or spa. Circulation equipment
may be, but is not limited to, categories of pumps, hair and lint strainers, filters, valves, gauges, meters, heaters, surface skimmers,
inlet fittings, outlet fittings and chemical feeding devices. The components have separate functions, but where connected to each
other by piping, perform as a coordinated system for purposes of maintaining pool or spa water in a clear and sanitary condition.
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[A] CODE OFFICIAL. The officer or other designated authority charged with the administration and enforcement of this code, or a duly
authorized representative.
[A] CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS. Written, graphic and pictorial documents prepared or assembled for describing the design, loca-
tion and physical characteristics of the elements of a project necessary for obtaining a building permit.
COPPER ALLOY. A homogeneous mixture of two or more metals in which copper is the primary component, such as brass and bronze.
DECK. An area immediately adjacent to or attached to a pool or spa that is specifically constructed or installed for sitting, standing,
or walking.
DEEP AREA. Water depth areas exceeding 5 feet (1524 mm).
DESIGN PROFESSIONAL. An individual who is registered or licensed to practice his or her respective design profession as defined by
the statutory requirements of the professional registration or licensing laws of the state or jurisdiction in which the project is to be
constructed.
DESIGN RATE OF FLOW. The rate of flow used for design calculations in a system.
DESIGN WATERLINE. The centerline of the skimmer or other point as defined by the designer of the pool or spa.
DIVING AREA. The area of a swimming pool that is designed for diving.
DIVING BOARD. A flexible board secured at one end that is used for diving such as a spring board or a jump board.
DIVING PLATFORM. A stationary platform designed for diving.
DIVING STAND. Any supporting device for a springboard, jump board or diving board.
ELEVATED POOL. Any permanently installed pool, spa, cold plunge, catch basin, overflow trough, including any connected water
feature, or body of water feature, that is over a habitable, occupiable or unoccupied space that is (1) inside a thermal envelope, (2)
outside a thermal envelope, or (3) a combination of inside and outside the thermal envelope.
EQUIPMENT ROOM. A space intended for the operation of pool pumps, filters, heaters, and controllers. This space is not intended for
the storage of hazardous pool or spa chemicals.
EXERCISE SPA (Also known as a swim spa). Variants of a spa in which the design and construction includes specific features and
equipment to produce a water flow intended to allow recreational physical activity including, but not limited to, swimming in place.
Exercise spas can include peripheral jetted seats intended for water therapy, heater, circulation and filtration system, or can be a
separate distinct portion of a combination spa/exercise spa and can have separate controls. These spas are of a design and size such
that they have an unobstructed volume of water large enough to allow the 99th Percentile Man as specified in APSP 16 to swim or exer-
cise in place.
EXISTING POOL OR SPA. A pool or spa constructed prior to the date of adoption of this code, or one for which a legal building permit
has been issued.
FILTER. A device that removes undissolved particles from water by recirculating the water through a porous substance such as filter
medium or elements.
FILTRATION. The process of removing undissolved particles from water by recirculating the water through a porous substance such
as filter medium or elements.
[BS] FLOOD HAZARD AREA. The greater of the following two areas:

1. The area within a flood plain subject to a 1-percent or greater chance of flooding in any year.
2. The area designated as a flood hazard area on a community’s flood hazard map, or otherwise legally designated.

FLUME. A trough-like or tubular structure, generally recognized as a water slide, that directs the path of travel and the rate of descent
by the rider.
GUTTER. Overflow trough in the perimeter wall of a pool that is a component of the circulation system or flows to waste.
HAIR AND LINT STRAINER. A device attached on or in front of a pump to which the influent line (suction line) is connected for the
purpose of entrapping lint, hair, or other debris that could damage the pump.
HANDHOLD. That portion of a pool or spa structure or a specific element that is at or above the design waterline that users in the pool
grasp onto for support.
HANDRAIL. A support device that is intended to be gripped by a user for the purpose of resting or steadying, typically located within
or at exits to the pool or spa or as part of a set of steps.
HYDROTHERAPY JET. A fitting that blends air and water, creating a high-velocity turbulent stream of air-enriched water.
INCREASED RISK AQUATIC VENUE. An aquatic venue that has an increased risk of microbial contamination due to its primary users
being children under the age of 5 or people more susceptible to infection, such as therapy patients with open wounds. Examples of
increased risk aquatic venues include spray pads, wading pools, therapy pools, and other aquatic venues designed primarily for chil-
dren under the age of 5.
INDOOR AQUATIC FACILITY. A physical place that contains one or more pools or spas and the surrounding bather and specta-
tor/stadium seating areas within a structure that meets the definition of “Building” in the International Building Code. It does not
include equipment, chemical storage, or bather hygiene rooms or any other rooms with a direct opening to the aquatic facility. Also
known as a natatorium.
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INTERACTIVE WATER PLAY FEATURES. Any indoor or outdoor structure designed to allow for public recreational activities with recir-
culated, filtered, and treated water that includes sprayed, jetted or other water sources contacting bathers and not incorporating
standing or captured water as part of the bather activity area. These installations are also known as splash pads, spray pads, and wet
decks.
JUMP BOARD. A manufactured diving board that has a coil spring, leaf spring, or comparable device located beneath the board that
is activated by the force exerted by jumping on the board’s end.
[A] JURISDICTION. The governmental unit that has adopted this code.
[A] LABEL. An identification applied on a product by the manufacturer that contains the name of the manufacturer, the function and
performance characteristics of the product or material, and the name and identification of an approved agency and that indicates that
the representative sample of the product or material has been tested and evaluated by an approved agency.
[A] LABELED. Equipment, materials or products to which has been affixed a label, seal, symbol or other identifying mark of a nation-
ally recognized testing laboratory, approved agency or other organization concerned with product evaluation that maintains periodic
inspection of the production of the above-labeled items and whose labeling indicates either that the equipment, material or product
meets identified standards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified purpose.
LADDER. A structure for ingress and egress that usually consists of two long parallel side pieces joined at intervals by crosspieces such
as treads.

Type A double access ladder. An “A-Frame” ladder that straddles the pool wall of an above-ground pool and provides ingress and
egress and is intended to be removed when not in use.
Type B limited access ladder. An “A-Frame” ladder that straddles the pool wall of an above-ground/onground pool. Type B
ladders are removable and have a built-in feature that prevents entry to the pool when the pool is not in use.
Type C ladder. A “ground to deck” staircase ladder that allows access to an above-ground pool deck and has a built-in entry-limit-
ing feature.
Type D in-pool ladder. Located in the pool to provide a means of ingress and egress from the pool to the deck.
Type E or F in-pool staircase ladder. Located in the pool to provide a means of ingress and egress from the pool to the deck.

LIFELINE. An anchored line thrown to aid in rescue.
[A] LISTED. Equipment, materials, products or services included in a list published by an organization acceptable to the code official
and concerned with evaluation of products or services that maintains periodic inspection of production of listed equipment or mate-
rials or periodic evaluation of services and whose listing states either that the equipment, material, product or service meets identified
standards or has been tested and found suitable for a specified purpose. Terms that are used to identify listed equipment, products,
or materials include “listed,” “certified,” “classified” or other terms as determined appropriate by the listing organization.
MAINTAINED ILLUMINATION. The value, in foot-candles or equivalent units, below which the average illuminance on a specified
surface is not allowed to fall. Maintained illumination equals the initial average illuminance on the specified surface with new lamps,
multiplied by the light loss factor (LLF), to account for reduction in lamp intensity over time.
NEGATIVE EDGE. See “Vanishing edge.”
NONENTRY AREA. An area of the deck from which entry into the pool or spa is prohibited.
ONGROUND STORABLE POOL. A pool that can be disassembled for storage or transport. This includes portable pools with flexible or
nonrigid walls that achieve their structural integrity by means of uniform shape, a support frame or a combination thereof, and that
can be disassembled for storage or relocation.
OVERFLOW GUTTER. The gutter around the top perimeter of the pool or spa, which is used to skim the surface.
[A] OWNER. Any person, agent, operator, entity, firm or corporation having any legal or equitable interest in the property; or recorded
in the official records of the state, county or municipality as holding an interest or title to the property; or otherwise having possession
or control of the property, including the guardian of the estate of any such person, and the executor or administrator of the estate of
such person if ordered to take possession of real property by a court.
PEER REVIEW. An independent and objective technical review conducted by an approved third party
PERIMETER FLOW POOL. A pool where the water surface is lifted and flows over the perimeter of the pool into a surrounding gutter
that delivers water to the circulation pump.
[A] PERMIT. An official document or certificate issued by the authority having jurisdiction that authorizes performance of a specified
activity.
POOL. See “Public swimming pool” and “Residential swimming pool.”
POWER SAFETY COVER. A pool cover that is placed over the water area, and is opened and closed with a motorized mechanism acti-
vated by a control switch.
PUBLIC SWIMMING POOL (Public Pool). A pool, other than a residential pool, that is intended to be used for swimming or bathing
and is operated by an owner, lessee, operator, licensee or concessionaire, regardless of whether a fee is charged for use. Public pools
shall be further classified and defined as follows:
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Class A competition pool. A pool intended for use for accredited competitive aquatic events such as Federation Internationale De
Natation (FINA), USA Swimming, USA Diving, USA Synchronized Swimming, USA Water Polo, National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion (NCAA), or the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS).
Class B public pool. A pool intended for public recreational use that is not identified in the other classifications of public pools.
Class C semi-public pool. A pool operated solely for and in conjunction with lodgings such as hotels, motels, apartments or
condominiums.
Class D-1 wave action pool. A pool designed to simulate breaking or cyclic waves for purposes of general play or surfing.
Class D-2 activity pool. A pool designed for casual water play ranging from simple splashing activity to the use of attractions
placed in the pool for recreation.
Class D-3 catch pool. A body of water located at the termination of a manufactured waterslide attraction. The body of water is
provided for the purpose of terminating the slide action and providing a means for exit to a deck or walkway area.
Class D-4 leisure river. A manufactured stream of water of near-constant depth in which the water is moved by pumps or other
means of propulsion to provide a river-like flow that transports bathers over a defined path that may include water features and
play devices.
Class D-5 vortex pool. A circular pool equipped with a method of transporting water in the pool for the purpose of propelling riders
at speeds dictated by the velocity of the moving stream of water.
Class D-6 interactive play attraction. A manufactured water play device or a combination of water-based play devices in which
water flow volumes, pressures or patterns can be varied by the bather without negatively influencing the hydraulic conditions for
other connected devices. These attractions incorporate devices or activities such as slides, climbing and crawling structures, visual
effects, user-actuated mechanical devices and other elements of bather-driven and bather-controlled play.
Class E. Pools used for instruction, play or therapy and with temperatures above 86°F (30°C).
Class F. Class F pools are wading pools and are covered within the scope of this code as set forth in Section 405.
Public pools are either a diving or nondiving type. Diving types of public pools are classified into types as an indication of the suit-

ability of a pool for use with diving equipment.
Type O. A nondiving public pool.
Types VI–IX. Public pools suitable for the installation of diving equipment by type.

READY ACCESS (TO). That which enables a device, appliance or equipment to be directly reached, without requiring the removal or
movement of any panel or similar obstruction [see "Access (to)"].
RECESSED TREADS. A series of vertically spaced cavities in a pool or spa wall creating tread areas for step holes.
RECIRCULATION SYSTEM. See “Circulation system.”
REGISTERED DESIGN PROFESSIONAL. An architect or engineer, registered or licensed to practice professional architecture or engi-
neering, as defined by the statutory requirements of the professional registration laws of the state in which the project is to be
constructed.
[A] REPAIR. The reconstruction or renewal of any part of a pool or spa for the purpose of its maintenance or to correct damage.
RESIDENTIAL. For purposes of this code, residential applies to detached one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses not more
than three stories in height.
RESIDENTIAL SWIMMING POOL (Residential Pool). A pool intended for use that is accessory to a residential setting and available
only to the household and its guests. Other pools shall be considered to be public pools for purposes of this code.

Type O. A nondiving residential pool.
Types I–V. Residential pools suitable for the installation of diving equipment by type.

RETURN INLET. The aperture or fitting through which the water under positive pressure returns into a pool.
RING BUOY. A ring-shaped floating buoy capable of supporting a user, usually attached to a throwing line.
ROPE AND FLOAT LINE. A continuous line not less than 1/4 inch (6 mm) in diameter that is supported by buoys and attached to oppo-
site sides of a pool to separate the deep and shallow ends.
RUNOUT. A continuation of water slide flume surface where riders are intended to decelerate and come to a stop.
SAFETY COVER. A structure, fabric or assembly, along with attendant appurtenances and anchoring mechanisms, that is temporarily
placed or installed over an entire pool, spa or hot tub and secured in place after all bathers are absent from the water.
SECONDARY DISINFECTION SYSTEM. Disinfection processes or systems installed in increased-risk aquatic venues in addition to the
required primary disinfection system.
SHALL. The term, where used in the code, is construed as mandatory.
SHALLOW AREAS. Portions of a pool or spa with water depths less than or equal to 5 feet (1524 mm).
SHOTCRETE. Concrete, wet or dry, placed by a high-velocity pneumatic projection from a nozzle.
SKIMMER. A device installed in the pool or spa that permits the removal of floating debris and surface water to the filter.
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SLIP RESISTANT. A surface that has been treated or constructed to significantly reduce the chance of a user slipping. The surface shall
not be an abrasion hazard.
SLOPE BREAK. Occurs at the point where the slope of the pool floor changes to a greater slope.
SPA. A product intended for the immersion of persons in temperature-controlled water circulated in a closed system, and not
intended to be drained and filled with each use. A spa usually includes a filter, an electric, solar or gas heater, a pump or pumps, and
a control, and can include other equipment, such as lights, blowers, and water-sanitizing equipment.

Nonself-contained spa. A factory-built spa in which the water heating and circulating equipment is not an integral part of the
product. Nonself-contained spas may employ separate components such as an individual filter, pump, heater and controls, or they
can employ assembled combinations of various components.
Permanent residential spa. A spa, intended for use that is accessory to a residential setting and available to the household and
its guests and where the water heating and water-circulating equipment is not an integral part of the product. The spa is intended
as a permanent plumbing fixture and not intended to be moved.
Portable residential spa. A spa intended for use that is accessory to a residential setting and available to the household and its
guests and where it is either self-contained or nonself-contained.
Public spa. A spa other than a permanent residential spa or portable residential spa that is intended to be used for bathing and is
operated by an owner, licensee or concessionaire, regardless of whether a fee is charged for use.
Self-contained spa. A factory-built spa in which all control, water heating and water-circulating equipment is an integral part of
the product. Self-contained spas may be permanently wired or cord connected.

SPRAY POOL. A pool or basin occupied by construction features that spray water in various arrays for the purpose of wetting the
persons playing in the spray streams.
SUBMERGED VACUUM FITTING. A fitting intended to provide a point of connection for suction side automatic swimming pool, spa,
and hot tub cleaners.
SUCTION OUTLET. Any appurtenance that provides a localized low-pressure area for the transfer of water from a pool to an individual
suction system including but not limited to a suction outlet fitting assembly, skimmer or vacuum port fitting.
SUCTION OUTLET FITTING ASSEMBLY (SOFA). A fully submerged suction outlet composed of all components, including the cover
and/or grate, adapters, supports, riser rings, a field-built sump or manufactured sump, and fasteners.
SUN SHELF. An area of a pool that adjoins the pool wall with a water depth less than 12 inches (305 mm) and is used for seating and
play.
SURFACE SKIMMING SYSTEM. A device or system installed in the pool or spa that permits the removal of floating debris and surface
water to the filter.
SURGE CAPACITY. The storage volume in a surge tank, gutter, and plumbing lines.
SURGE TANK. A storage vessel within the pool recirculating system used to contain the water displaced by bathers.
SWIMOUT. An underwater seat area that is placed completely outside of the diving envelope of the pool. Where located at the deep
end, swimouts are permitted to be used as the deep-end means of entry or exit to the pool.
TUBE RIDE. A gravity flow attraction found at a waterpark designed to convey riders on an inner-tube-like device through a series of
chutes, channels, flumes or pools.
TURNOVER RATE. The period of time, usually in hours, required to circulate a volume of water equal to the pool or spa capacity.
UNDERWATER BENCH. An underwater seat that can be recessed into the pool wall or placed completely inside the perimeter shape
of the pool, such as a sun shelf.
UNDERWATER LEDGE. A narrow shelf projecting from the side of a vertical structure whose dimensions are defined in the appropriate
standard.
VANISHING EDGE. Water-feature detail in which water flows over the edge of not fewer than one of the pool walls and is collected in
a catch basin. Also called “Negative edge.”
WATERLINE. See “Design waterline.”
WAVE POOL CAISSON. A large chamber used in wave generation. This chamber houses pulsing water and air surges in the wave
generation process and is not meant for human occupancy.
ZERO ENTRY. See “Beach entry.”
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