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2021 INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE® iii

PREFACE

Introduction
The International Wildland‐Urban Interface Code® (IWUIC®) establishes minimum requirements for
land use and the built environment in designated wildland-urban interface areas using prescriptive
and performance-related provisions. It is founded on data collected from tests and fire incidents, tech-
nical reports and mitigation strategies from around the world. This 2021 edition is fully compatible
with all of the International Codes® (I-Codes®) published by the International Code Council® (ICC®),
including the International Building Code® (IBC®), International Energy Conservation Code® (IECC®),
International Existing Building Code® (IEBC®), International Fire Code® (IFC®), International Fuel Gas
Code® (IFGC®), International Green Construction Code® (IgCC®), International Mechanical Code®
(IMC®), International Plumbing Code® (IPC®), International Private Sewage Disposal Code® (IPSDC®),
International Property Maintenance Code® (IPMC®), International Residential Code® (IRC®), Interna‐
tional Swimming Pool and Spa Code® (ISPSC®), International Zoning Code® (IZC®) and International
Code Council Performance Code® (ICCPC®).

The I-Codes, including the IWUIC, are used in a variety of ways in both the public and private sec-
tors. Most industry professionals are familiar with the I-Codes as the basis of laws and regulations in
communities across the US and in other countries. However, the impact of the codes extends well
beyond the regulatory arena, as they are used in a variety of nonregulatory settings, including: 

• Voluntary compliance programs such as those promoting sustainability, energy efficiency and
disaster resistance.

• The insurance industry, to estimate and manage risk, and as a tool in underwriting and rate
decisions.

• Certification and credentialing of individuals involved in the fields of building design, construc-
tion and safety.

• Certification of building and construction-related products.

• US federal agencies, to guide construction in an array of government-owned properties.

• Facilities management.

• “Best practices” benchmarks for designers and builders, including those who are engaged in
projects in jurisdictions that do not have a formal regulatory system or a governmental
enforcement mechanism.

• College, university and professional school textbooks and curricula.

• Reference works related to building design and construction.

In addition to the codes themselves, the code development process brings together building pro-
fessionals on a regular basis. It provides an international forum for discussion and deliberation about
building design, construction methods, safety, performance requirements, technological advances
and innovative products.

Development
This 2021 edition presents the code as originally issued, with changes reflected in the 2003 through
2018 editions and with further changes approved by the ICC Code Development Process through 2019.
A new edition such as this is promulgated every 3 years.

This code is founded on principles intended to mitigate the hazard from fires through the develop-
ment of provisions that adequately protect public health, safety and welfare; provisions that do not
unnecessarily increase construction costs; provisions that do not restrict the use of new materials,
products or methods of construction; and provisions that do not give preferential treatment to partic-
ular types or classes of materials, products or methods of construction.
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Maintenance
The IWUIC is kept up to date through the review of proposed changes submitted by code enforcement
officials, industry representatives, design professionals and other interested parties. Proposed
changes are carefully considered through an open code development process in which all interested
and affected parties may participate.

The ICC Code Development Process reflects principles of openness, transparency, balance, due
process and consensus, the principles embodied in OMB Circular A-119, which governs the federal
government’s use of private-sector standards. The ICC process is open to anyone; there is no cost
to participate, and people can participate without travel cost through the ICC’s cloud-based app,
cdpAccess®. A broad cross-section of interests are represented in the ICC Code Development Pro-
cess. The codes, which are updated regularly, include safeguards that allow for emergency action
when required for health and safety reasons.

In order to ensure that organizations with a direct and material interest in the codes have a voice in
the process, the ICC has developed partnerships with key industry segments that support the ICC’s
important public safety mission. Some code development committee members were nominated by
the following industry partners and approved by the ICC Board: 

• American Institute of Architects (AIA)

• International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC)

• National Association of Home Builders (NAHB)

• National Association of State Fire Marshals (NASFM)

The code development committees evaluate and make recommendations regarding proposed
changes to the codes. Their recommendations are then subject to public comment and council-wide
votes. The ICC’s governmental members—public safety officials who have no financial or business
interest in the outcome—cast the final votes on proposed changes.

The contents of this work are subject to change through the code development cycles and by any gov-
ernmental entity that enacts the code into law. For more information regarding the code development
process, contact the Codes and Standards Development Department of the ICC.

While the I-Code development procedure is thorough and comprehensive, the ICC, its members
and those participating in the development of the codes disclaim any liability resulting from the publi-
cation or use of the I-Codes, or from compliance or noncompliance with their provisions. The ICC does
not have the power or authority to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this code.

Code Development Committee Responsibilities
(Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers)

In each code development cycle, proposed changes to this code are considered at the Committee
Action Hearing by the International Fire Code Development Committee, whose action constitutes a
recommendation to the voting membership for final action on the proposed change. Proposed
changes to a code section that has a number beginning with a letter in brackets are considered by a
different code development committee. For example, proposed changes to code sections or defini-
tions that have [BG] in front of them (e.g., Section 202 [BG] DWELLING), are considered by the IBC—
General Code Development Committee at the Committee Action Hearing.

The content of sections in this code that begin with a letter designation is maintained by another
code development committee in accordance with the following: 

[A] = Administrative Code Development Committee

[BF] = IBC—Fire Safety Code Development Committee

[BG] = IBC—General Code Development Committee

[F] = International Fire Code Development Committee

[Z] = International Zoning Code Development Committee
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For the development of the 2024 edition of the I-Codes, there will be two groups of code develop-
ment committees and they will meet in separate years, as shown in the following Code Development
Hearings Table.

Code change proposals submitted for code sections that have a letter designation in front of them
will be heard by the respective committee responsible for such code sections. Because different com-
mittees hold Committee Action Hearings in different years, proposals for the IWUIC will be heard by
committees in both the 2021 (Group A) and the 2022 (Group B) code development cycles.

For example, every section of Chapter 1 of this code is designated as the responsibility of the
Administrative Code Development Committee, and that committee is part of the Group B portion of
the hearings. This committee will conduct its code development hearings in 2022 to consider code
change proposals for Chapter 1 of all I-Codes except the IECC, IRC and IgCC. Therefore, any proposals
received for Chapter 1 of this code will be assigned to the Administrative Code Development Commit-
tee for consideration in 2022.

It is very important that anyone submitting code change proposals understands which code devel-
opment committee is responsible for the section of the code that is the subject of the code change
proposal. For further information on the Code Development Committee responsibilities, please visit
the ICC website at www.iccsafe.org/current-code-development-cycle.

CODE DEVELOPMENT HEARINGS

Note: Proposed changes to the ICCPC will be heard by the code development committee noted in
brackets [ ] in the text of the ICCPC.

Group A Codes
(Heard in 2021, Code Change Proposals

Deadline: January 11, 2021)

Group B Codes
(Heard in 2022, Code Change Proposals

Deadline: January 10, 2022)
International Building Code

– Egress (Chapters 10, 11, Appendix E)
– Fire Safety (Chapters 7, 8, 9, 14, 26)
– General (Chapters 2–6, 12, 27–33,

Appendices A, B, C, D, K, N)

Administrative Provisions (Chapter 1 of all codes
except IECC, IRC and IgCC; IBC Appendix O; the
appendices titled “Board of Appeals” for all
codes except IECC, IRC, IgCC, ICCPC and IZC;
administrative updates to currently referenced
standards; and designated definitions)

International Fire Code International Building Code
– Structural (Chapters 15–25, Appendices F,

G, H, I, J, L, M)
International Fuel Gas Code International Existing Building Code
International Mechanical Code International Energy Conservation Code—

Commercial
International Plumbing Code International Energy Conservation Code—

Residential
– IECC—Residential
– IRC—Energy (Chapter 11)

International Property Maintenance Code International Green Construction Code
(Chapter 1)

International Private Sewage Disposal Code International Residential Code
– IRC—Building (Chapters 1–10,

Appendices AE, AF, AH, AJ, AK, AL, AM, AO,
AQ, AR, AS, AT, AU, AV, AW)

International Residential Code
– IRC—Mechanical (Chapters 12–23)
– IRC—Plumbing (Chapters 25–33, 

Appendices AG, AI, AN, AP)
International Swimming Pool and Spa Code
International Wildland‐Urban Interface Code
International Zoning Code
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Marginal Markings
Solid vertical lines in the margins within the body of the code indicate a technical change from the
requirements of the 2018 edition. Deletion indicators in the form of an arrow ( ) are provided in the
margin where an entire section, exception or table has been deleted or an item in a list of items or row
of a table has been deleted.

A single asterisk [*] placed in the margin indicates that text or a table has been relocated within the
code. A double asterisk [**] placed in the margin indicates that the text or table immediately following
it has been relocated there from elsewhere in the code. The following table indicates such relocations
in the 2021 edition of the IWUIC.

Coordination of the International Codes
The coordination of technical provisions is one of the strengths of the ICC family of model codes. The
codes can be used as a complete set of complementary documents, which will provide users with full
integration and coordination of technical provisions. Individual codes can also be used in subsets or as
stand-alone documents. To make sure that each individual code is as complete as possible, some tech-
nical provisions that are relevant to more than one subject area are duplicated in some of the model
codes. This allows users maximum flexibility in their application of the I-Codes.

Italicized Terms
Terms italicized in code text, other than document titles, are defined in Chapter 2. The terms selected
to be italicized have definitions that the user should read carefully to better understand the code.
Where italicized, the Chapter 2 definition applies. If not italicized, common-use definitions apply.

Adoption
The ICC maintains a copyright in all of its codes and standards. Maintaining copyright allows ICC to
fund its mission through sales of books, in both print and electronic formats.The ICC welcomes adop-
tion of its codes by jurisdictions that recognize and acknowledge the ICC’s copyright in the code, and
further acknowledge the substantial shared value of the public/private partnership for code develop-
ment between jurisdictions and the ICC.

The ICC also recognizes the need for jurisdictions to make laws available to the public. All I-Codes
and I-Standards, along with the laws of many jurisdictions, are available for free in a nondownloadable
form on the ICC’s website. Jurisdictions should contact the ICC at adoptions@iccsafe.org to learn how
to adopt and distribute laws based on the IWUIC in a manner that provides necessary access, while
maintaining the ICC’s copyright.

To facilitate adoption, several sections of this code contain blanks for fill-in information that needs
to be supplied by the adopting jurisdiction as part of the adoption legislation. For this code, please see: 

Section 101.1. Insert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION]

Section 103.1. Insert: [NAME OF DEPARTMENT]

Section 110.4.7. Insert: [OFFENSE, DOLLAR AMOUNT, NUMBER OF DAYS]

2021 LOCATION 2018 LOCATION
None None

�
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Effective Use of the International Wildland-Urban Interface Code
Population growth and the expanding urban development into traditionally nonurban areas have
increasingly brought humans into contact with wildfires. According to the NFPA, every year, wildfires
burn across the United States, and a growing number of people are living where wildfires are a real
risk. In 2018 more than 58,000 fires burned nearly 9 million acres across the US. More than 25,000
structures were destroyed, including 18,137 residences and 229 commercial structures. California
accounted for the highest number of structures lost in one state due to the number of significant fires,
including the Mendocino Complex, Carr, Camp and Woolsey fires.

The IWUIC is a model code that is intended to be adopted and used supplemental to the adopted
building and fire codes of a jurisdiction. The unrestricted use of property in wildland-urban interface
areas is a potential threat to life and property from fire and resulting erosion. The IWUIC has as its
objective the establishment of minimum special regulations for the safeguarding of life and property
from the intrusion of fire from wildland fire exposures and fire exposures from adjacent structures and
to prevent structure fires from spreading to wildland fuels, even in the absence of fire department
intervention.

Safeguards to prevent the occurrence of fires and to provide adequate fire protection facilities to
control the spread of fire in wildland-urban interface areas are provided in a tiered manner commen-
surate with the relative level of hazard present.
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ARRANGEMENT AND FORMAT OF THE 2021 IWUIC

Before applying the requirements of the IWUIC, it is beneficial to understand its arrangement and for-
mat. The IWUIC, like other codes published by the ICC, is arranged and organized to follow logical
steps that generally occur during a plan review or inspection.

The following table shows how the IWUIC is divided. The ensuing chapter-by-chapter synopsis
details the scope and intent of the provisions of the IWUIC.

CHAPTER TOPICS

Chapter 1 Scope and Administration
Chapter 1 contains provisions for the application, enforcement and administration of subsequent
requirements of the code. In addition to establishing the scope of the code, Chapter 1 identifies which
buildings and structures come under its purview. Chapter 1 is largely concerned with maintaining “due
process of law” in enforcing the regulations contained in the body of the code. Only through careful
observation of the administrative provisions can the code official reasonably expect to demonstrate
that “equal protection under the law” has been provided.

Chapter 2 Definitions
All terms that are defined in the code are listed alphabetically in Chapter 2. While a defined term may
be used in one chapter or another, the meaning provided in Chapter 2 is applicable throughout the
code. 

Where understanding a term’s definition is especially key to or necessary for understanding a par-
ticular code provision, the term is shown in italics. This is true only for those terms that have a mean-
ing that is unique to the code. In other words, the generally understood meaning of a term or phrase
might not be sufficient or consistent with the meaning prescribed by the code; therefore, it is essential
that the code-defined meaning be known.

Guidance regarding tense, gender and plurality of defined terms as well as guidance regarding
terms not defined in this code are provided.

Chapter 3 Wildland-Urban Interface Areas
Chapter 3 provides for the fundamental aspect of applying the code—the legal declaration and estab-
lishment of wildland-urban interface areas within the adopting jurisdiction by the local legislative
body. The provisions cover area analysis and declaration based on findings of fact (located in Appendix
E), mapping of the area, legal recordation of the maps with the local keeper of records and the peri-
odic review and reevaluation of the declared areas on a regular basis. If needed, revisions can be
directed by the legislative body of the jurisdiction.

 Chapters  Subjects

1–2 Administration and Definitions

3–4 Wildland-Urban Interface Area Designation and 
Requirements

5 Building Construction Regulations

6 Fire Protection Requirements

7 Referenced Standards

Appendices A–I Adoptable and Informational Appendices
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Chapter 4 Wildland-Urban Interface Area Requirements
The requirements of Chapter 4 apply to all occupancies in the wildland-urban interface and pertain to
all of the following: 

1. Fire service access to the property that is to be protected, including fire apparatus access
roads and off-road driveways.

2. Premises identification.

3. Key boxes to provide ready access to properties secured by gated roadways or other impedi-
ments to rapid fire service access.

4. Fire protection water supplies, including adequate water sources, pumper apparatus drafting
sites, fire hydrant systems and system reliability.

5. Fire department access to equipment such as fire suppression equipment and fire hydrants.

6. Fire protection plans.

Chapter 5 Special Building Construction Regulations
The regulations in Chapter 5 establish minimum standards for the location, design and construction of
buildings and structures based on fire hazard severity in the wildland-urban interface.

The construction provisions of Chapter 5 are intended to supplement the requirements of the Inter‐
national Building Code and address mitigation of the unique hazards posed to buildings by wildfire and
to reduce the hazards of building fires spreading to wildland fuels. This is accomplished by requiring
ignition-resistant construction materials based on the hazard severity of the building site. Construc-
tion features regulated include underfloor areas; roof coverings; eaves and soffits; gutters and down-
spouts; exterior walls, doors and windows; ventilation openings and accessory structures.

Chapter 6 Fire Protection Requirements
Chapter 6 establishes minimum fire protection requirements to mitigate the hazards to life and prop-
erty from fire in the wildland-urban interface. The chapter includes both design-oriented and prescrip-
tive mitigation strategies to reduce the hazards of fire originating within a structure spreading to
wildland and fire originating in wildland spreading to structures.

Especially targeted for a systems approach to fire protection are those new buildings that are
deemed to be particularly hazardous under Chapter 5; these buildings are required to be sprinklered.
Other hazard mitigation strategies include establishing around structures defensible space zones
wherein combustible vegetation and trees are regulated and kept away from buildings and trees are
located 10 feet crown-to-crown away from each other. Additional hazards that are dealt with in Chap-
ter 6 include spark arresters on chimneys, regulated storage of combustible materials, firewood and
LP-gas.

Chapter 7 Referenced Standards
Chapter 7 contains a comprehensive list of all standards that are referenced in the code. The stan-
dards are part of the code to the extent of the reference to the standard. Compliance with the refer-
enced standard is necessary for compliance with this code. By providing specifically adopted
standards, the construction and installation requirements necessary for compliance with the code can
be readily determined. The basis for code compliance is, therefore, established and available on an
equal basis to the code official, contractor, designer and owner.

Chapter 7 is organized in a manner that makes it easy to locate specific standards. It lists all of the
referenced standards, alphabetically, by acronym of the promulgating agency of the standard. Each
agency’s standards are then listed in either alphabetical or numeric order based on the standard iden-
tification. The list also contains the title of the standard; the edition (date) of the standard referenced;
any addenda included as part of the ICC adoption; and the section or sections of this code that refer-
ence the standard.
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Appendix A General Requirements
Appendix A, while not part of the code, can become part of the code when specifically included in the
adopting ordinance. Its purpose is to provide fire-protection measures supplemental to those found in
Chapter 6 to reduce the threat of wildfire in a wildland-urban interface area and improve the capabil-
ity for controlling such fires. This appendix includes detailed requirements for vegetation control; the
code official’s authority to close wildland-interface areas in times of high fire danger; control of fires,
fireworks usage and other sources of ignition; storage of hazardous materials and combustibles; bans
on the dumping of waste materials and ashes and coals in wildland-urban interface areas; protection
of pumps and water supplies; and limits on temporary uses within the wildland-urban interface area.

Appendix B Vegetation Management Plan
Appendix B, while not part of the code, can become part of the code when specifically included in the
adopting ordinance. Its purpose is to provide criteria for submitting vegetation management plans,
specifying their content and establishing a criterion for considering vegetation management as being a
fuel modification.

Appendix C Fire Hazard Severity Form
Appendix C, while not part of the code, can become part of the code (replacing Table 502.1) when spe-
cifically included in the adopting ordinance. Its purpose is to provide an alternative methodology to
using Table 502.1 for analyzing the fire hazard severity of building sites using a preassigned value/scor-
ing system for each feature that impacts the hazard level of a building site. Included in the evaluation
are site access, types and management of vegetation, percentage of defensible space on the site, site
topography, class of roofing and other construction materials used on the building (existing or to be
constructed on the site), fire protection water supply, and whether utilities are installed above or
below ground.

Appendix D Fire Danger Rating System
Appendix D is an excerpt from the National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS), 1978, United States
Department of Agriculture Forest Service, General Technical Report INT-39, and is for information pur-
poses and is not intended for adoption. The fuel models that are included are only general descrip-
tions because they represent all wildfire fuels from Florida to Alaska and from the East Coast to
California.

The National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) is a set of computer programs and algorithms that
allow land management agencies to estimate today’s or tomorrow’s fire danger for a given rating
area. The NFDRS characterizes fire danger by evaluating the approximate upper limit of fire behavior
in a fire danger rating area during a 24-hour period based on fuels, topography and weather, or what
is commonly called the fire triangle. Fire danger ratings are guides for initiating presuppression activi-
ties and selecting the appropriate level of initial response to a reported wildfire in lieu of detailed, site-
and time-specific information.

Predicting the potential behavior and effects of wildland fire are essential tasks in fire manage-
ment. Surface fire behavior and fire effects models and prediction systems are driven in part by
fuelbed inputs such as load, bulk density, fuel particle size, heat content and moisture content. To
facilitate use in models and systems, fuelbed inputs have been formulated into fuel models. A fuel
model is a set of fuelbed inputs needed by a particular fire behavior or fire effects model. Different
kinds of fuel models are used in fire spread models in a variety of fire behavior modeling systems. The
fuel models in this appendix correlate with the light, medium and heavy fuel definitions found in Chap-
ter 2.

Appendix E Findings of Fact
Appendix E is an informational appendix that intends to provide a methodology for presenting the
findings of fact that are required by Chapter 3 when a jurisdiction defines and establishes a wildland-
urban interface area that will be the subject of regulation by the IWUIC. The development of a written
“findings of fact” that justifies designation of wildland-interface areas by local jurisdictions requires
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that a certain amount of research and analysis be conducted to support a written finding that is both
credible and professional. In the context of adopting a supplemental document such as the wildland-
urban interface declaration, the writing of these findings is essential in creating the maps and overlap
needed to use their specific options.

The purpose of this appendix is to provide an overview of how local officials could approach this
process. There are three essential phenomena cited in some adoption statutes that vary from commu-
nity to community: climate, topography and geography. Although it could be argued that other factors
should be prioritized in statutes specific to any given locality, these three features are also consistent
with standard code text that offers the opportunity to be more restrictive than local codes. The pro-
cess demands a high level of professionalism to protect the jurisdiction’s credibility in adopting more
restrictive requirements. A superficial effort in preparing the findings of fact could jeopardize the pro-
posed or adopted code restriction. Jurisdictions should devote a sufficient amount of time to draft the
findings of fact to ensure that the facts are accurate, comprehensive and verifiable.

Appendix F Characteristics of Fire-Resistive Vegetation
Appendix F is an informational appendix provided for the convenience of the code user. It is simply a
compilation of the eight characteristics of fire-resistive vegetation that can be used effectively within
wildland-urban interface areas to reduce the likelihood of fire spread through vegetation.

Appendix G Self-Defense Mechanism
The International Wildland‐Urban Interface Code establishes a set of minimum standards to reduce
the loss of property from wildfire. The purpose of these standards is to prevent wildfire spreading
from vegetation to a building. Frequently, proposals are made by property or landowners of buildings
located in the wildland-urban interface to consider other options and alternatives instead of meeting
these minimum standards. Appendix G is an informational appendix that provides discussion of some
elements of the proposed self-defense mechanisms and their role in enhancing the protection of
exposed structures in the wildland-urban interface. To accept alternative self-defense mechanisms,
the code official must carefully examine whether these devices will be in place at the time of an event
and whether they will assist or actually complicate the defense of the structure by fire suppression
forces if they are available.

Appendix H International Wildland-Urban Interface Code Flowchart
Appendix H is an informational appendix that is based on the “Decision Tree” concept and is intended
to provide the code official with a graphical representation of how the IWUIC is to be applied in an
orderly manner.

Appendix I Board of Appeals
Section 113 of Chapter 1 requires the establishment of a board of appeals to hear appeals regarding
determinations made by the code official. Appendix I provides qualification standards for members of
the board as well as operational procedures of such board. 
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2021 INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE CODE®

CHAPTER 1

 SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION

User note:

About this chapter: Chapter 1 establishes the limits of applicability of the code and describes how the code is to be applied and enforced.
Chapter 1 is in two parts: Part 1–General Provisions (Sections 101–102) and Part 2—Administration and Enforcement (Sections 103–114).
Section 101 identifies which buildings and structures come under its purview and references other International Codes as applicable.

This code is intended to be adopted as a legally enforceable document and it cannot be effective without adequate provisions for its admin-
istration and enforcement. The provisions of Chapter 1 establish the authority and duties of the code official appointed by the authority
having jurisdiction and also establish the rights and privileges of the design professional, contractor and property owner.

PART 1—GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 101
SCOPE AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

[A] 101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the
Wildland-Urban Interface Code of [NAME OF JURISDIC-
TION], hereinafter referred to as “this code.”
[A] 101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to
the construction, alteration, movement, repair, maintenance
and use of any building, structure or premises within the
wildland-urban interface areas in this jurisdiction.

Buildings or conditions in existence at the time of the
adoption of this code are allowed to have their use or occu-
pancy continued, if such condition, use or occupancy was
legal at the time of the adoption of this code, provided that
such continued use does not constitute a distinct danger to
life or property.

Buildings or structures moved into or within the jurisdic-
tion shall comply with the provisions of this code for new
buildings or structures.

[A] 101.2.1 Appendices. Provisions in the appendices
shall not apply unless specifically adopted.

[A] 101.3 Purpose. The purpose of this code is to establish
minimum regulations consistent with nationally recognized
good practice for the safeguarding of life and for property
protection. Regulations in this code are intended to mitigate
the risk to life and structures from intrusion of fire from
wildland fire exposures and fire exposures from adjacent
structures and to mitigate structure fires from spreading to
wildland fuels. The extent of this regulation is intended to be
tiered commensurate with the relative level of hazard
present.

The unrestricted use of property in wildland-urban inter-
face areas is a potential threat to life and property from fire
and resulting erosion. Safeguards to prevent the occurrence
of fires and to provide adequate fire protection facilities to
control the spread of fire in wildland-urban interface areas
shall be in accordance with this code.

This code shall supplement the jurisdiction’s building and
fire codes, if such codes have been adopted, to provide for

special regulations to mitigate the fire- and life-safety
hazards of the wildland-urban interface areas.
[A] 101.4 Retroactivity. The provisions of the code shall
apply to conditions arising after the adoption thereof, condi-
tions not legally in existence at the adoption of this code and
conditions that, in the opinion of the code official, constitute
a distinct hazard to life or property.

Exception: Provisions of this code that specifically apply
to existing conditions are retroactive.

[A] 101.5 Additions or alterations. Additions or alterations
shall be permitted to be made to any building or structure
without requiring the existing building or structure to
comply with all of the requirements of this code, provided
that the addition or alteration conforms to that required for a
new building or structure.

Exception: Provisions of this code that specifically apply
to existing conditions are retroactive.
Additions or alterations shall not be made to an existing

building or structure that will cause the existing building or
structure to be in violation of any of the provisions of this
code nor shall such additions or alterations cause the existing
building or structure to become unsafe. An unsafe condition
shall be deemed to have been created if an addition or alter-
ation will cause the existing building or structure to become
structurally unsafe or overloaded; will not provide adequate
access in compliance with the provisions of this code or will
obstruct existing exits or access; will create a fire hazard;
will reduce required fire resistance or will otherwise create
conditions dangerous to human life.
[A] 101.6 Maintenance. Buildings, structures, landscape
materials, vegetation, defensible space or other devices or
safeguards required by this code shall be maintained in
conformance to the code edition under which installed. The
owner or the owner’s authorized agent shall be responsible
for the maintenance of buildings, structures, landscape mate-
rials and vegetation.

SECTION 102
APPLICABILITY

[A] 102.1 General. Where there is a conflict between a
general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific
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requirement shall govern. Where, in any specific case,
different sections of this code specify different materials,
methods of construction or other requirements, the most
restrictive shall govern.
[A] 102.2 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall not
be deemed to nullify any provisions of local, state or federal
law.
[A] 102.3 Application of references. References to chapter
or section numbers, or to provisions not specifically identi-
fied by number, shall be construed to refer to such chapter,
section or provision of this code.
[A] 102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and
standards referenced in this code shall be those that are listed
in Chapter 7 and such codes and standards shall be consid-
ered as part of the requirements of this code to the prescribed
extent of each such reference and as further regulated in
Sections 102.4.1 and 102.4.2.

[A] 102.4.1 Conflicts. Where conflicts occur between
provisions of this code and the referenced standards, the
provisions of this code shall govern.
[A] 102.4.2 Provisions in referenced codes and stan-
dards. Where the extent of the reference to a referenced
code or standard includes subject matter that is within the
scope of this code, the provisions of this code, as applica-
ble, shall take precedence over the provisions in the
referenced standard.

[A] 102.5 Partial invalidity. In the event that any part or
provision of this code is held to be illegal or void, this shall
not have the effect of making void or illegal any of the other
parts or provisions.
[A] 102.6 Existing conditions. The legal occupancy or use
of any structure or condition existing on the date of adoption
of this code shall be permitted to continue without change,
except as is specifically covered in this code, the Interna-
tional Fire Code or the International Property Maintenance
Code, or as is deemed necessary by the code official for the
general safety and welfare of the occupants and the public.

PART 2—ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

SECTION 103
CODE COMPLIANCE AGENCY

[A] 103.1 Creation of agency. The [INSERT NAME OF
DEPARTMENT] is hereby created and the official in charge
thereof shall be known as the code official. The function of
the agency shall be the implementation, administration and
enforcement of the provisions of this code.
[A] 103.2 Appointment. The code official shall be
appointed by the chief appointing authority of the
jurisdiction.
[A] 103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed
procedures of this jurisdiction and with the concurrence of
the appointing authority, the code official shall have the
authority to appoint a deputy code official, other related
technical officers, inspectors and other employees. Such

employees shall have powers as delegated by the code
official.

SECTION 104
AUTHORITY OF THE CODE OFFICIAL

[A] 104.1 Powers and duties of the code official. The code
official is hereby authorized to enforce the provisions of this
code. The code official shall have the authority to render
interpretations of this code and to adopt policies and proce-
dures in order to clarify the application of its provisions.
Such interpretation policy and procedures shall not have the
effect of waiving requirements specifically provided for in
this code.
[A] 104.2 Interpretations, rules and regulations. The code
official shall have the power to render interpretations of this
code and to adopt and enforce rules and supplemental regu-
lations to clarify the application of its provisions. Such
interpretations, rules and regulations shall be in conformance
to the intent and purpose of this code.

A copy of such rules shall be filed with the clerk of the
jurisdiction and shall be in effect immediately thereafter.
Additional copies shall be available for distribution to the
public.
[A] 104.3 Liability of the code official. The code official,
member of the board of appeals or employee charged with
the enforcement of this code, acting in good faith and with-
out malice in the discharge of the duties required by this
code or other pertinent law or ordinance, shall not thereby be
rendered civilly or criminally personally liable for damages
that accrue to persons or property as a result of an act or by
reason of an act or omission in the discharge of such duties.

[A] 104.3.1 Legal defense. A suit or criminal complaint
brought against the code official or employee because of
such act or omission performed by the code official or
employee in the enforcement of any provision of such
codes or other pertinent laws or ordinances implemented
through the enforcement of this code or enforced by the
code enforcement agency shall be defended by this juris-
diction until final termination of such proceedings, and
any judgment resulting therefrom shall be assumed by
this jurisdiction. The code enforcement agency or its
parent jurisdiction shall not be held as assuming any
liability by reason of the inspections authorized by this
code or any permits or certificates issued under this code.

[A] 104.4 Subjects not regulated by this code. Where
applicable standards or requirements are not set forth in this
code, or are contained within other laws, codes, regulations,
ordinances or policies adopted by the jurisdiction, compli-
ance with applicable standards of other nationally
recognized safety standards, as approved, shall be deemed as
prima facie evidence of compliance with the intent of this
code.
[A] 104.5 Matters not provided for. Requirements that are
essential for the public safety of an existing or proposed
activity, building or structure, or for the safety of the occu-
pants thereof, which are not specifically provided for by this
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code, shall be determined by the code official consistent with
the necessity to establish the minimum requirements to safe-
guard the public health, safety and general welfare.
[A] 104.6 Applications and permits. The code official is
authorized to receive applications, review construction docu-
ments and issue permits for construction regulated by this
code, issue permits for operations regulated by this code,
inspect the premises for which such permits have been
issued and enforce compliance with the provisions of this
code.
[A] 104.7 Other agencies. Where requested to do so by the
code official, other officials of this jurisdiction shall assist
and cooperate with the code official in the discharge of the
duties required by this code.

SECTION 105
COMPLIANCE ALTERNATIVES

[A] 105.1 Practical difficulties. Where there are practical
difficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of this
code, the code official is authorized to grant modifications
for individual cases on application in writing by the owner or
an owner’s authorized agent. The code official shall first find
that a special individual reason makes enforcement of the
strict letter of this code impractical, that the modification is
in conformance to the intent and purpose of this code, and
that the modification does not lessen any fire protection
requirements or any degree of structural integrity. The
details of any action granting modifications shall be recorded
and entered into the files of the code enforcement agency.
[A] 105.2 Technical assistance. To determine the accept-
ability of technologies, processes, products, facilities,
materials and uses attending the design, operation or use of a
building or premises subject to the inspection of the code
official, the code official is authorized to require the owner,
the owner’s authorized agent or the person in possession or
control of the building or premises to provide, without
charge to the jurisdiction, a technical opinion and report. The
opinion and report shall be prepared by a qualified engineer,
specialist, laboratory or fire safety specialty organization
acceptable to the code official and the owner or the owner’s
authorized agent, and shall analyze the fire safety of the
design, operation or use of the building or premises, the
facilities and appurtenances situated thereon and fuel
management for purposes of establishing fire hazard severity
to recommend necessary changes.
[A] 105.3 Alternative materials, design and methods. The
provisions of this code are not intended to prevent the instal-
lation of any material or to prohibit any design or method not
specifically prescribed by this code, provided that any such
alternative has been approved. An alternative material,
design or method shall be approved where the building offi-
cial in concurrence with the fire chief finds that the proposed
design is satisfactory and complies with the intent of the
provisions of this code, and that the material, method or
work offered is, for the purpose intended, not less than the
equivalent of that prescribed in this code in quality, strength,
effectiveness, fire resistance, durability and safety.

Where the alternative material, design or method is not
approved, the building official shall respond in writing, stat-
ing the reasons why the alternative was not approved.

SECTION 106
PERMITS

[A] 106.1 General. Where not otherwise provided in the
requirements of the International Building Code or Interna-
tional Fire Code, permits are required in accordance with
Sections 106.2 through 106.10.
[A] 106.2 Permits required. Unless otherwise exempted,
buildings or structures regulated by this code shall not be
erected, constructed, altered, repaired, moved, removed,
converted, demolished or changed in use or occupancy
unless a separate permit for each building or structure has
first been obtained from the code official.

For buildings or structures erected for temporary uses, see
Section A108.3.

Where required by the code official, a permit shall be
obtained for the following activities, operations, practices or
functions within a wildland-urban interface area:

1. Automobile wrecking yard.
2. Candles and open flames in assembly areas.
3. Explosives or blasting agents.
4. Fireworks.
5. Flammable or combustible liquids.
6. Hazardous materials.
7. Liquefied petroleum gases.
8. Lumberyards.
9. Motor vehicle fuel-dispensing stations.

10. Open burning.
11. Pyrotechnical special effects material.
12. Tents, canopies and temporary membrane structures.
13. Tire storage.
14. Welding and cutting operations.

[A] 106.3 Work exempt from permit. Unless otherwise
provided in the requirements of the International Building
Code or International Fire Code, a permit shall not be
required for the following:

1. One-story detached accessory structures used as tool
and storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses,
provided that the floor area does not exceed 120
square feet (11.15 m2) and the structure is located
more than 50 feet (15 240 mm) from the nearest adja-
cent structure.

2. Fences not over 6 feet (1829 mm) high.
Exemption from the permit requirements of this code

shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be
done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this
code or any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction.

***
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The code official is authorized to stipulate conditions for
permits. Permits shall not be issued where public safety
would be at risk, as determined by the code official.
[A] 106.4 Permit application. To obtain a permit, the appli-
cant shall first file an application therefor in writing on a
form furnished by the code enforcement agency for that
purpose. Every such application shall:

1. Identify and describe the work, activity, operation,
practice or function to be covered by the permit for
which application is made.

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work, activ-
ity, operation, practice or function is to be done by
legal description, street address or similar description
that will readily identify and definitely locate the
proposed building, work, activity, operation, practice
or function.

3. Indicate the use or occupancy for which the proposed
work, activity, operation, practice or function is
intended.

4. Be accompanied by plans, diagrams, computation
and specifications and other data as required in
Section 107 of this code.

5. State the valuation of any new building or structure
or any addition, remodeling or alteration to an exist-
ing building.

6. Be signed by the applicant or the applicant’s autho-
rized agent.

7. Give such other data and information as required by
the code official.

[A] 106.4.1 Preliminary inspection. Before a permit is
issued, the code official is authorized to inspect and
approve the systems, equipment, buildings, devices,
premises and spaces or areas to be used.
[A] 106.4.2 Time limitation of application. An applica-
tion for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed
to have been abandoned 180 days after the date of filing,
unless such application has been pursued in good faith or
a permit has been issued; except that the code official is
authorized to grant one or more extensions of time for
additional periods not exceeding 180 days each. The
extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable
cause demonstrated.

[A] 106.5 Permit approval. Before a permit is issued, the
code official, or an authorized representative, shall review
and approve permitted uses, occupancies or structures.
Where laws or regulations are enforceable by other agencies
or departments, a joint approval shall be obtained from agen-
cies or departments concerned.
[A] 106.6 Permit issuance. The application, plans, specifi-
cations and other data filed by an applicant for a permit shall
be reviewed by the code official. If the code official finds
that the work described in an application for a permit and the
plan, specifications and other data filed therewith conform to
the requirements of this code, the code official is allowed to
issue a permit to the applicant.

When the code official issues the permit, the code official
shall endorse in writing or stamp the plans and specifications
APPROVED. Such approved plans and specifications shall
not be changed, modified or altered without authorization
from the code official, and work regulated by this code shall
be done in accordance with the approved plans.

[A] 106.6.1 Refusal to issue a permit. Where the appli-
cation or construction documents do not conform to the
requirements of pertinent laws, the code official shall
reject such application in writing, stating the reasons
therefor.

[A] 106.7 Validity of permit. The issuance or granting of a
permit or approval of plans, specifications and computations
shall not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of,
any violation of any of the provisions of this code or of any
other ordinance of the jurisdiction. Permits presuming to
give authority to violate or conceal the provisions of this
code or other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be
valid.
[A] 106.8 Expiration. Every permit issued by the code offi-
cial under the provisions of this code shall expire by
limitation and become null and void if the building, use or
work authorized by such permit is not commenced within
180 days from the date of such permit, or if the building, use
or work authorized by such permit is suspended or aban-
doned at any time after the work is commenced for a period
of 180 days.

Any permittee holding an unexpired permit is allowed to
apply for an extension of the time within which work is
allowed to commence under that permit where the permittee
is unable to commence work within the time required by this
section for good and satisfactory reasons. The code official is
authorized to extend the time for action by the permittee for
a period not exceeding 180 days on written request by the
permittee showing that circumstances beyond the control of
the permittee have prevented action from being taken.
Permits shall not be extended more than once.
[A] 106.9 Retention of permits. Permits shall at all times be
kept on the premises designated therein and shall at all times
be subject to inspection by the code official or other autho-
rized representative.
[A] 106.10 Revocation of permits. Permits issued under
this code can be suspended or revoked where it is determined
by the code official that:

1. It is used by a person other than the person to whom
the permit was issued.

2. It is used for a location other than that for which the
permit was issued.

3. Any of the conditions or limitations set forth in the
permit have been violated.

4. The permittee fails, refuses or neglects to comply
with any order or notice duly served on him or her
under the provisions of this code within the time
provided therein.
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5. There has been any false statement or misrepresenta-
tion as to material fact in the application or plans on
which the permit or application was made.

6. The permit is issued in error or in violation of any
other ordinance, regulations or provisions of this
code.

The code official is allowed to, in writing, suspend or
revoke a permit issued under the provisions of this code
whenever the permit is issued in error or on the basis of
incorrect information supplied, or in violation of any ordi-
nance or regulation or any of the provisions of this code.

SECTION 107
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

[A] 107.1 General. Plans, engineering calculations,
diagrams and other data shall be submitted in not fewer than
two sets, or in a digital format where allowed by the building
official, with each application for a permit. The construction
documents shall be prepared by a registered design profes-
sional where required by the statutes of the jurisdiction in
which the project is to be constructed. Where special condi-
tions exist, the code official is authorized to require
additional documents to be prepared by a registered design
professional.

Exception: Submission of plans, calculations, construc-
tion inspection requirements and other data, if it is found
that the nature of the work applied for is such that review-
ing of plans is not necessary to obtain compliance with
this code.

[A] 107.2 Information on plans and specifications. Plans
and specifications shall be drawn to scale on substantial
paper or cloth and shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the
location, nature and extent of the work proposed, and show
in detail that it will conform to the provisions of this code
and relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.
[A] 107.3 Site plan. In addition to the requirements for plans
in the International Building Code, site plans shall include
topography, width and percent of grade of access roads,
landscape and vegetation details, locations of structures or
building envelopes, existing or proposed overhead utilities,
occupancy classification of buildings, types of ignition-resis-
tant construction of buildings, structures and their
appendages, roof classification of buildings and site water
supply systems. The code official is authorized to waive or
modify the requirement for a site plan where the application
for permit is for alteration or repair or where otherwise
warranted.
[A] 107.4 Vegetation management plans. Where utilized
by the permit applicant pursuant to Section 502, vegetation
management plans shall be prepared and shall be submitted
to the code official for review and approval as part of the
plans required for a permit.
[A] 107.5 Fire protection plan. Where required by the code
official pursuant to Section 405, a fire protection plan shall

be prepared and shall be submitted to the code official for
review and approved as a part of the plans required for a
permit.

[A] 107.6 Other data and substantiation. Where required
by the code official, the plans and specifications shall
include classification of fuel loading, fuel model light,
medium or heavy, and substantiating data to verify classifi-
cation of fire-resistive vegetation.

[A] 107.7 Vicinity plan. In addition to the requirements for
site plans, plans shall include details regarding the vicinity
within 300 feet (91 440 mm) of lot lines, including other
structures, slope, vegetation, fuel breaks, water supply
systems and access roads.

[A] 107.8 Retention of plans. One set of approved plans,
specifications and computations shall be retained by the code
official for a period of not less than 180 days from date of
completion of the permitted work or as required by state or
local laws; and one set of approved plans and specifications
shall be returned to the applicant, and said set shall be kept
on the site of the building, use or work at all times during
which the work authorized thereby is in progress.

[A] 107.9 Examination of documents. The code official
shall examine or cause to be examined the accompanying
construction documents and shall ascertain by such examina-
tions whether the construction indicated and described is in
accordance with the requirements of this code and other
pertinent laws or ordinances.

[A] 107.10 Amended construction documents. Work shall
be installed in accordance with the approved construction
documents, and changes made during construction that are
not in compliance with the approved documents shall be
resubmitted for approval as an amended set of construction
documents.

[A] 107.11 Previous approvals. This code shall not require
changes in the construction documents, construction or
designated occupancy of a structure for which a lawful
permit has been heretofore issued or otherwise lawfully
authorized, and the construction of which has been pursued
in good faith within 180 days after the effective date of this
code and has not been abandoned.

[A] 107.12 Phased approval. The code official is authorized
to issue a permit for the construction of foundations or any
other part of a building or structure before the construction
documents for the whole building or structure have been
submitted, provided that adequate information and detailed
statements have been filed complying with pertinent require-
ments of this code. The holder of such permit for the
foundation or other parts of a building or structure shall
proceed at the holder’s own risk with the building operation
and without assurance that a permit for the entire structure
will be granted.

***

*
**
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SECTION 108
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND USES

[A] 108.1 General. The code official is authorized to issue a
permit for temporary structures and temporary uses. Such
permits shall be limited as to time of service, but shall not be
permitted for more than 180 days. The code official is autho-
rized to grant extensions for demonstrated cause.
[A] 108.2 Conformance. Temporary structures and uses
shall conform to the structural strength, fire safety, means of
egress, accessibility, light, ventilation and sanitary require-
ments of this code as necessary to ensure the public health,
safety and general welfare.
[A] 108.3 Termination of approval. The code official is
authorized to terminate such permit for a temporary structure
or use and to order the temporary structure or use to be
discontinued.

SECTION 109
FEES

[A] 109.1 Payment of fees. A permit shall not be valid until
the fees prescribed by law have been paid. An amendment to
a permit shall not be released until the additional fee, if any,
has been paid
[A] 109.2 Schedule of permit fees. Where a permit is
required, a fee for each permit shall be paid as required, in
accordance with the schedule as established by the applica-
ble governing authority.
[A] 109.3 Permit valuations. The applicant for a permit
shall provide an estimated permit value at time of applica-
tion. Permit valuations shall reflect the total value of work,
including materials and labor, for which the permit is being
issued. If, in the opinion of the applicable governing author-
ity, the valuation is underestimated on the application, the
permit shall be denied, unless the applicant can show
detailed estimates to meet the approval of the applicable
governing authority. Final building permit valuation shall be
set by the applicable governing authority.
[A] 109.4 Work commencing before permit issuance. Any
person who commences any work before obtaining the
necessary permits shall be subject to a fee established by the
applicable governing authority, which shall be in addition to
the required permit fees.
[A] 109.5 Related fees. The payment of the fee for the
construction, alteration, removal or demolition of work done
in connection to or concurrently with the work or activity
authorized by a permit shall not relieve the applicant or
holder of the permit from the payment of other fees that are
prescribed by law.
[A] 109.6 Refunds. The applicable governing authority is
authorized to establish a refund policy.

SECTION 110
INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

[A] 110.1 Inspection. Inspections shall be in accordance
with Sections 110.1.1 through 110.1.4.3.

[A] 110.1.1 General. Construction or work for which a
permit is required by this code shall be subject to inspec-
tion by the code official and such construction or work
shall remain visible and able to be accessed for inspection
purposes until approved by the code official.

It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the
work to remain visible and able to be accessed for inspec-
tion purposes. Neither the code official nor the
jurisdiction shall be liable for expense entailed in the
removal or replacement of any material required to allow
inspection.

Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be
construed to be an approval of a violation of the provi-
sions of this code or of other ordinances of the
jurisdiction. Inspections presuming to give authority to
violate or cancel the provisions of this code or of other
ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid.

Where required by the code official, a survey of the lot
shall be provided to verify that the mitigation features are
provided and the building or structure is located in accor-
dance with the approved plans.
[A] 110.1.2 Authority to inspect. The code official shall
inspect, as often as necessary, buildings and premises,
including such other hazards or appliances designated by
the code official for the purpose of ascertaining and caus-
ing to be corrected any conditions that could reasonably
be expected to cause fire or contribute to its spread, or any
violation of the purpose of this code and of any other law
or standard affecting fire safety.

[A] 110.1.2.1 Approved inspection agencies. The
code official is authorized to accept reports of
approved inspection agencies, provided that such
agencies satisfy the requirements as to qualifications
and reliability.
[A] 110.1.2.2 Inspection requests. It shall be the duty
of the holder of the permit or their duly authorized
agent to notify the code official when work is ready for
inspection. It shall be the duty of the permit holder to
provide access to and means for inspections of such
work that are required by this code.
[A] 110.1.2.3 Approval required. Work shall not be
done beyond the point indicated in each successive
inspection without first obtaining the approval of the
code official. The code official, upon notification, shall
make the requested inspections and shall either indi-
cate the portion of the construction that is satisfactory
as completed, or notify the permit holder or his or her
agent wherein the same fails to comply with this code.
Any portions that do not comply shall be corrected and
such portion shall not be covered or concealed until
authorized by the code official.

[A] 110.1.3 Reinspections. To determine compliance
with this code, the code official can cause a structure to be
reinspected. A fee can be assessed for each inspection or
reinspection where work for which inspection is called is
not complete or where corrections called for are not
made.
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Reinspection fees can be assessed where the approved
plans are not readily available to the inspector, for failure
to provide access on the date for which inspection is
requested or for deviating from plans requiring the
approval of the code official.

To obtain a reinspection, the applicant shall pay the
reinspection fee as set forth in the fee schedule adopted
by the jurisdiction. Where reinspection fees have been
assessed, additional inspection of the work will not be
performed until the required fees have been paid.
[A] 110.1.4 Testing. Installations shall be tested as
required in this code and in accordance with Sections
110.1.4.1 through 110.1.4.3. Tests shall be made by the
permit holder or authorized agent and observed by the
code official.

[A] 110.1.4.1 New, altered, extended or repaired
installations. New installations and parts of existing
installations that have been altered, extended, reno-
vated or repaired, shall be tested as prescribed herein
to disclose defects.
[A] 110.1.4.2 Apparatus, instruments, material and
labor for tests. Apparatus, instruments, material and
labor required for testing an installation or part thereof
shall be furnished by the permit holder or authorized
agent.
[A] 110.1.4.3 Reinspection and testing. Where any
work or installation does not pass an initial test or
inspection, the necessary corrections shall be made so
as to achieve compliance with this code. The work or
installation shall then be resubmitted to the code offi-
cial for inspection and testing.

[A] 110.2 Enforcement. Enforcement shall be in accordance
with Sections 110.2.1 and 110.2.2.

[A] 110.2.1 Authorization to issue corrective orders
and notices. Where the code official finds any building or
premises that are in violation of this code, the code offi-
cial is authorized to issue corrective orders and notices.
[A] 110.2.2 Service of orders and notices. Orders and
notices authorized or required by this code shall be given
or served on the owner, the owner’s authorized agent,
operator, occupant or other person responsible for the
condition or violation either by verbal notification,
personal service, or delivering the same to, and leaving it
with, a person of suitable age and discretion on the prem-
ises; or, if such person is not found on the premises, by
affixing a copy thereof in a conspicuous place on the door
to the entrance of said premises and by mailing a copy
thereof to such person by registered or certified mail to
the person’s last known address.

Orders or notices that are given verbally shall be
confirmed by service in writing as herein provided.

[A] 110.3 Right of entry. Where necessary to make an
inspection to enforce any of the provisions of this code, or
whenever the code official has reasonable cause to believe
that there exists in any building or on any premises any
condition that makes such building or premises unsafe, the
code official is authorized to enter such building or premises

at reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any
duty authorized by this code, provided that if such building
or premises is occupied, the code official shall first present
proper credentials and request entry; and if such building or
premises is unoccupied, the code official shall first make a
reasonable effort to locate the owner, the owner’s authorized
agent, or other persons having charge or control of the build-
ing or premises and request entry.

If such entry is refused, then the code official shall have
recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.
Owners, the owner’s authorized agent, occupants or any
other persons having charge, care or control of any building
or premises, shall, after proper request is made as herein
provided, promptly permit entry therein by the code official
for the purpose of inspection and examination pursuant to
this code.
[A] 110.4 Compliance with orders and notices. Compli-
ance with orders and notices shall be in accordance with
Sections 110.4.1 through 110.4.8.

[A] 110.4.1 General compliance. Orders and notices
issued or served as provided by this code shall be
complied with by the owner, the owner’s authorized
agent, operator, occupant or other person responsible for
the condition or violation to which the corrective order or
notice pertains.

If the building or premises is not occupied, then such
corrective orders or notices shall be complied with by the
owner or the owner’s authorized agent.
[A] 110.4.2 Compliance with tags. A building or prem-
ises shall not be used when in violation of this code as
noted on a tag affixed in accordance with Section 110.4.1.
[A] 110.4.3 Removal and destruction of signs and tags.
A sign or tag posted or affixed by the code official shall
not be mutilated, destroyed or removed without authori-
zation by the code official.
[A] 110.4.4 Citations. Persons operating or maintaining
an occupancy, premises or vehicle subject to this code
who allow a hazard to exist or fail to take immediate
action to abate a hazard on such occupancy, premises or
vehicle when ordered or notified to do so by the code offi-
cial shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
[A] 110.4.5 Unsafe conditions. Buildings, structures or
premises that constitute a fire hazard or are otherwise
dangerous to human life, or that in relation to existing use
constitute a hazard to safety or health or public welfare,
by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obso-
lescence, fire hazard, disaster damage or abandonment as
specified in this code or any other ordinance, are unsafe
conditions. Unsafe buildings or structures shall not be
used. Unsafe buildings are hereby declared to be public
nuisances and shall be abated by repair, rehabilitation,
demolition or removal, pursuant to applicable state and
local laws and codes.

[A] 110.4.5.1 Record. The code official shall cause a
report to be filed on an unsafe condition. The report
shall state the occupancy of the structure and the
nature of the unsafe condition.
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[A] 110.4.5.2 Notice. Where an unsafe condition is
found, the code official shall serve on the owner,
owner’s authorized agent or person in control of the
building, structure or premises, a written notice that
describes the condition deemed unsafe and specifies
the required repairs or improvements to be made to
abate the unsafe condition, or requires the unsafe
structure to be demolished. Such notice shall require
the person thus notified, or their designee, to declare to
the code official within a stipulated time, acceptance or
rejection of the terms of the order.

[A] 110.4.5.2.1 Method of service. Such notice
shall be deemed properly served where a copy
thereof is served by one of the following methods:

1. Delivered to the owner or the owner’s
authorized agent personally.

2. Sent by certified or registered mail
addressed to the owner or the owner’s
authorized agent at the last known address
with a return receipt requested.

3. Delivered in any other manner as
prescribed by local law.

Where the certified or registered letter is
returned showing that the letter was not delivered, a
copy thereof shall be posted in a conspicuous place
in or about the structure affected by such notice.
Service of such notice in the foregoing manner on
the owner’s authorized agent or on the person
responsible for the structure shall constitute service
of notice on the owner.

[A] 110.4.5.3 Placarding. Upon failure of the owner,
the owner’s authorized agent or the person responsible
to comply with the notice provisions within the time
given, the code official shall post on the premises or on
defective equipment a placard bearing the word
“UNSAFE” and a statement of the penalties provided
for occupying the premises, operating the equipment
or removing the placard.

[A] 110.4.5.3.1 Placard removal. The code official
shall remove the unsafe condition placard whenever
the defect or defects on which the unsafe condition
and placarding action were based have been elimi-
nated. Any person who defaces or removes an
unsafe condition placard without the approval of the
code official shall be subject to the penalties
provided by this code.

[A] 110.4.5.4 Abatement. The owner, the owner’s
authorized agent, operator or occupant of a building,
structure or premises deemed unsafe by the code offi-
cial shall abate, correct or cause to be abated or
corrected such unsafe conditions either by repair, reha-
bilitation, demolition or other approved corrective
action.
[A] 110.4.5.5 Summary abatement. Where condi-
tions exist that are deemed hazardous to life and

property, the code official is authorized to abate or
correct summarily such hazardous conditions that are
in violation of this code.
[A] 110.4.5.6 Evacuation. The code official shall be
authorized to order the immediate evacuation of any
occupied building, structure or premises deemed
unsafe where such hazardous conditions exist that
present imminent danger to the occupants. Persons so
notified shall immediately leave the structure or prem-
ises and shall not enter or reenter until authorized to do
so by the code official.

[A] 110.4.6 Prosecution of violation. If the notice of
violation is not complied with promptly, the code official
is authorized to request the legal counsel of the jurisdic-
tion to institute the appropriate proceeding at law or in
equity to restrain, correct or abate such violation, or to
require the removal or termination of the unlawful occu-
pancy of the building or structure in violation of the
provisions of this code or of the order or direction made
pursuant thereto.
[A] 110.4.7 Violation penalties. Persons who shall
violate a provision of this code or shall fail to comply
with any of the requirements thereof or who shall erect,
install, alter, repair or do work in violation of the
approved construction documents or directive of the code
official, or of a permit or certificate used under provisions
of this code, shall be guilty of a [SPECIFY OFFENSE],
punishable by a fine of not more than [AMOUNT] dollars or
by imprisonment not exceeding [NUMBER OF DAYS], or
both such fine and imprisonment. Each day that a viola-
tion continues after due notice has been served shall be
deemed a separate offense.
[A] 110.4.8 Abatement of violation. In addition to the
imposition of the penalties herein described, the code offi-
cial is authorized to institute appropriate action to prevent
unlawful construction or to restrain, correct or abate a
violation; or to prevent illegal occupancy of a structure or
premises; or to stop an illegal act, conduct of business or
occupancy of a structure on or about any premises.

SECTION 111
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

[A] 111.1 General. A building, structure or premises shall
not be used or occupied, and a change in the existing use or
occupancy classification of a building, structure, premise or
portion thereof shall not be made until the code official has
issued a certificate of completion therefor as provided
herein. The certificate of occupancy shall not be issued until
the certificate of completion indicating that the project is in
compliance with this code has been issued by the code
official.
[A] 111.2 Certificate of occupancy. Issuance of a certificate
of occupancy shall not be construed as an approval of a
violation of the provisions of this code or of other pertinent
laws and ordinances of the jurisdiction. Certificates presum-
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ing to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of
this code or other laws or ordinances of the jurisdiction shall
not be valid.

Exceptions:
1. Certificates of occupancy are not required for

work exempt from permits under Section 106.3.
2. Accessory structures.

[A] 111.3 Temporary occupancy. The code official is
authorized to issue a temporary certificate of occupancy
before the completion of the entire work covered by the
permit, provided that such portion or portions shall be occu-
pied safely. The code official shall set a time period during
which the temporary certificate of occupancy is valid.
[A] 111.4 Revocation. The code official is authorized to, in
writing, suspend or revoke a certificate of occupancy or
completion issued under the provisions of this code wher-
ever the certificate is issued in error, on the basis of incorrect
information supplied, or where it is determined that the
building or structure, premise or portion thereof is in viola-
tion of any ordinance or regulation or any of the provisions
of this code.

SECTION 112
SERVICE UTILITIES

[A] 112.1 Connection of service utilities. A person shall not
make connections from a utility, source of energy, fuel,
power, water system or sewer system to any building or
system that is regulated by this code for which a permit is
required until authorized by the code official.
[A] 112.2 Temporary connection. The code official shall
have the authority to authorize the temporary connection of
the building or system to the utility, source of energy, fuel,
power, water system or sewer system for the purpose of test-
ing systems or for use under a temporary approval.
[A] 112.3 Authority to disconnect service utilities. The
code official shall have the authority to authorize disconnec-
tion of utility service to the building, structure or system
regulated by this code and the referenced codes and stan-
dards in case of emergency where necessary to eliminate an
immediate hazard to life or property or where such utility
connection has been made without the approval required by
Sections 112.1 and 112.2. The code official shall notify the
serving utility and, where possible, the owner or the owner’s
authorized agent and the occupant of the building, structure
or service system of the decision to disconnect prior to
taking such action. If not notified prior to disconnection, the
owner, the owner’s authorized agent or the occupant of the
building, structure or service system shall be notified in writ-
ing as soon as practical thereafter.

SECTION 113
MEANS OF APPEALS

[A] 113.1 General. In order to hear and decide appeals of
orders, decisions or determinations made by the code official
relative to the application and interpretation of this code,
there shall be and is hereby created a board of appeals. The
board of appeals shall be appointed by the applicable
governing authority and shall hold office at its pleasure. The
board shall adopt rules of procedure for conducting its busi-
ness and shall render all decisions and findings in writing to
the appellant, with a duplicate copy to the code official.
[A] 113.2 Limitations on authority. An application for
appeal shall be based on a claim that the true intent of this
code or the rules legally adopted thereunder have been incor-
rectly interpreted, the provisions of this code do not fully
apply or an equivalent or better form of construction is
proposed. The board shall not have authority to waive
requirements of this code or interpret the administration of
this code.
[A] 113.3 Qualifications. The board of appeals shall consist
of members who are qualified by experience and training
and are not employees of the jurisdiction.
[A] 113.4 Administration. The code official shall take
immediate action in accordance with the decision of the
board.

SECTION 114
STOP WORK ORDER

[A] 114.1 Authority. Where the code official finds any work
regulated by this code being performed in a manner contrary
to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or unsafe
manner, the code official is authorized to issue a stop work
order.
[A] 114.2 Issuance. The stop work order shall be in writing
and shall be given to the owner of the property, the owner’s
authorized agent or the person performing the work. Upon
issuance of a stop work order, the cited work shall immedi-
ately cease. The stop work order shall state the reason for the
order and the conditions under which the cited work is
authorized to resume.
[A] 114.3 Emergencies. Where an emergency exists, the
code official shall not be required to give a written notice
prior to stopping the work.
[A] 114.4 Failure to comply. Any person who shall
continue any work after having been served with a stop work
order, except such work as that person is directed to perform
to remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be subject to
fines established by the authority having jurisdiction.

***

**
*
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