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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS OF BUILDINGS
Part 5: Selection and erection of electrical equipment
Chapter 53: Switchgear and controlgear

Section 537 — Devices for isolation and switching

FOREWORD

1) The formal decisions or agreements of the IEC on technical matters, prepared by Technical Committees on which all the
National Committees having a special interest therein are represented, express, as nearly as possible, an international
consensus of opinion on the subjects dealt with.

2) They have the form of recommendations for international use and they are accepted by the National Committees in that
sense.

3) In order to promote international unification, the IEC expresses the wish that all National Committees should adopt the
text of the IEC recommendation for their national rules in so far as national conditions will permit. Any divergence
between the IEC recommendation and the corresponding national rules should, as far as possible, be clearly indicated in
the latter.

PREFACE

This standard has been prepared by IEC Technical Committee No.64: Electrical Installations of Buildings.

Drafts of this standard were discussed at the meetings held in Moscow in 1977 and in Sydney in 1979. As a result of the
latter meeting, a draft, Document 64(Central Office)81, was submitted to the National Committees for approval under the Six
Months’ Rule in September 1979.

The National Committees of the following countries voted explicitly in favour of publication:

Argentina Korea (Republic of)
Australia Netherlands

Austria : Poland

Belgium Romania

Canada South Africa (Republic of)
China Sweden

Denmark Switzerland

Egypt Turkey

Israel Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Italy United Kingdom

Japan United States of America

In addition, the wording of Sub-clause 537.4.3, Document 64(Central Office)97, was circulated for approval under the Two
Months’ Procedure in September 1980.

The National Committees of the following countries voted explicitly in favour of publication:

Australia New Zealand

Belgium Poland

Canada Romania

Denmark Spain

Egypt Sweden

France ) Switzerland

Germany Turkey

Italy Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Japan United Kingdom

Netherlands United States of America
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ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS OF BUILDINGS

Part 5: Selection and erection of electrical equipment
Chapter 53: Switchgear and confrolgear

Sectior_n 537 — Devices for isolation and switching

53. SWITCHGEAR AND CONTROLGEAR

537. DEVICES FOR ISOLATION AND SWITCHING

537.1 General

Any device for isolation and switching according to Sections 462 to 465 shall comply with
the relevant requirements. If a device is used for more than one function, it shall comply with
the requirements for each of these functions.

Note. — In certain instances, additional requirements may be necessary for combined functions.

537.2 Devices for isolation
537.2.1 The devices for isolation shall effectively isolate all live supply conductors from the circuit
concerned, subject to the provisions of Clause 461.2.

Equipment used for isolation shall comply with Sub-clauses 537.2.1.1 to 537.2.5.

537.2.1.1 The isolation distanées between contacts or other means of isolation, when in the open
position, shall be no less than those specified in the following table.

TABLE 53A

Minimum isolating distances
(Under consideration.)

537.2.1.2 The isolating distance between open contacts of the device shall be visible or be clearly
and reliably indicated by “Off”” or “Open”’ marking. Such indication shall only occur when the
isolating distance between open contacts on each pole of the device has been attained.

Note. — The marking required by this sub-clause may be achieved by the use of the symbols “O” and “I" to indicate
the open and closed positions respectively.

537.2.1.3 Semiconductor devices shall not be used as isolating devices.

53722 Devices for isolation shall be designed and/or installed so as to prevent unintentional
closure.

Note. — Such closure might be caused for example by shocks and vibrations.
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