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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION 
____________ 

 
WIND TURBINES –  

 
Part 21: Measurement and assessment of power quality  

characteristics of grid connected wind turbines 
 
 

FOREWORD 
1) The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) is a worldwide organization for standardization comprising 

all national electrotechnical committees (IEC National Committees). The object of IEC is to promote 
international co-operation on all questions concerning standardization in the electrical and electronic fields. To 
this end and in addition to other activities, IEC publishes International Standards, Technical Specifications, 
Technical Reports, Publicly Available Specifications (PAS) and Guidances (hereafter referred to as “IEC 
Publication(s)”). Their preparation is entrusted to technical committees; any IEC National Committee interested 
in the subject dealt with may participate in this preparatory work. International, governmental and non-
governmental organizations liaising with the IEC also participate in this preparation. IEC collaborates closely 
with the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined by 
agreement between the two organizations. 

2) The formal decisions or agreements of IEC on technical matters express, as nearly as possible, an international 
consensus of opinion on the relevant subjects since each technical committee has representation from all 
interested IEC National Committees.  

3) IEC Publications have the form of recommendations for international use and are accepted by IEC National 
Committees in that sense. While all reasonable efforts are made to ensure that the technical content of IEC 
Publications is accurate, IEC cannot be held responsible for the way in which they are used or for any 
misinterpretation by any end user. 

4) In order to promote international uniformity, IEC National Committees undertake to apply IEC Publications 
transparently to the maximum extent possible in their national and regional publications. Any divergence 
between any IEC Publication and the corresponding national or regional publication shall be clearly indicated in 
the latter. 

5) IEC provides no marking procedure to indicate its approval and cannot be rendered responsible for any 
equipment declared to be in conformity with an IEC Publication. 

6) All users should ensure that they have the latest edition of this publication. 

7) No liability shall attach to IEC or its directors, employees, servants or agents including individual experts and 
members of its technical committees and IEC National Committees for any personal injury, property damage or 
other damage of any nature whatsoever, whether direct or indirect, or for costs (including legal fees) and 
expenses arising out of the publication, use of, or reliance upon, this IEC Publication or any other IEC 
Publications.  

8) Attention is drawn to the Normative references cited in this publication. Use of the referenced publications is 
indispensable for the correct application of this publication. 

9) Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this IEC Publication may be the subject of 
patent rights. IEC shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

International Standard IEC 61400-21 has been prepared by IEC technical committee 88: Wind 
turbines. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition published in 2001. This edition 
constitutes a technical revision. 

This edition includes the following new items with respect to the previous edition: 

– Interharmonics and current distortions (<9 kHz) 
– Response to voltage dips 
– Active power ramp rate limitation and set-point control 
– Reactive power capabilities and set-point control 
– Grid protection and reconnection time after grid faults 
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The text of this standard is based on the following documents: 

FDIS Report on voting 

88/317/FDIS 88/326/RVD 

 
Full information on the voting for the approval of this standard can be found in the report on 
voting indicated in the above table. 

This publication has been drafted in accordance with the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

A list of all parts of the IEC 61400 series, under the general title Wind turbines, can be found 
on the IEC website. 

The committee has decided that the contents of this publication will remain unchanged until 
the maintenance result date indicated on the IEC web site under "http://webstore.iec.ch" in 
the data related to the specific publication. At this date, the publication will be  

• reconfirmed, 
• withdrawn, 
• replaced by a revised edition, or 
• amended. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this part of IEC 61400 is to provide a uniform methodology that will ensure 
consistency and accuracy in the presentation, testing and assessment of power quality 
characteristics of grid connected wind turbines (WTs). The power quality characteristics here 
include wind turbine specifications, voltage quality (emissions of flicker and harmonics), 
voltage drop response, power control (control of active and reactive power), grid protection 
and reconnection time.  

This part of IEC 61400 has been prepared with the anticipation that it would be applied by: 

• the WT manufacturer striving to meet well-defined power quality characteristics; 

• the WT purchaser in specifying such power quality characteristics; 

• the WT operator who may be required to verify that stated, or required power quality 
characteristics are met; 

• the WT planner or regulator who has to be able to accurately and fairly determine the 
impact of a WT on the voltage quality to ensure that the installation is designed so that 
voltage quality requirements are respected; 

• the WT certification authority or component testing organization in evaluating the power 
quality characteristics of the wind turbine type; 

• the planner or regulator of the electric network who has to be able to determine the grid 
connection required for a WT. 

This part of IEC 61400 provides recommendations for preparing the measurements and 
assessment of power quality characteristics of grid connected WTs. This part of IEC 61400 
will benefit those parties involved in the manufacture, installation planning, obtaining of 
permission, operation, utilization, testing and regulation of WTs. The measurement and 
analysis techniques recommended in this part of IEC 61400 should be applied by all parties to 
ensure that the continuing development and operation of WTs are carried out in an 
atmosphere of consistent and accurate communication. 

This part of IEC 61400 presents measurement and analysis procedures expected to provide 
consistent results that can be replicated by others.  
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WIND TURBINES –  
 

Part 21: Measurement and assessment of power quality  
characteristics of grid connected wind turbines 

 
 
 

1 Scope 

This part of IEC 61400 includes: 

• definition and specification of the quantities to be determined for characterizing the power 
quality of a grid connected wind turbine; 

• measurement procedures for quantifying the characteristics; 

• procedures for assessing compliance with power quality requirements, including 
estimation of the power quality expected from the wind turbine type when deployed at a 
specific site, possibly in groups. 

The measurement procedures are valid for single wind turbines with a three-phase grid 
connection. The measurement procedures are valid for any size of wind turbine, though this 
part of IEC 61400 only requires wind turbine types intended for PCC (Point of Common 
Coupling) at MV or HV to be tested and characterized as specified in this part of IEC 61400.  

The measured characteristics are valid for the specific configuration and operational mode of 
the assessed wind turbine type only. Other configurations, including altered control 
parameters that cause the wind turbine to behave differently with respect to power quality, 
require separate assessment. 

The measurement procedures are designed to be as non-site-specific as possible, so that 
power quality characteristics measured at for example a test site can be considered valid also 
at other sites.  

The procedures for assessing compliance with power quality requirements are valid for wind 
turbines with PCC at MV or HV in power systems with fixed frequency within ±1 Hz, and 
sufficient active and reactive power regulation capabilities. In other cases, the principles for 
assessing compliance with power quality requirements may still be used as a guidance. 

This part of IEC 61400 is for testing of wind turbines, though it contains information that may 
also be useful for testing of wind farms. 

NOTE  This part of IEC 61400 uses the following terms for system voltage: 

– low voltage (LV) refers to Un ≤ 1 kV; 

– medium voltage (MV) refers to 1 kV < Un ≤ 35 kV; 

– high voltage (HV) refers to Un > 35 kV. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. 
For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition 
of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 
IEC 60044-1, Instrument transformers – Part 1: Current transformers 

IEC 60044-2, Instrument transformers – Part 2: Inductive voltage transformers 
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IEC 60050-161, International Electrotechnical Vocabulary  – Part 161: Electromagnetic 
compatibility 

IEC 60050-415, International Electrotechnical Vocabulary – Part 415: Wind turbine generator 
systems  

IEC 61000-4-7:2002, Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) – Part 4-7: Testing and 
measurement techniques – General guide on harmonics and interharmonics measurements 
and instrumentation, for power supply systems and equipment connected thereto  

IEC 61000-4-15, Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) – Part 4: Testing and measurement 
techniques – Section 15: Flickermeter – Functional and design specifications 

IEC 61400-12-1, Wind turbines – Part 12-1: Power performance measurements of electricity 
producing wind turbines 

IEC 61800-3:2004, Adjustable speed electrical power drive systems – Part 3: EMC 
requirements and specific test methods 

IEC 62008, Performance characteristics and calibration methods for digital data acquisition 
systems and relevant software 

3 Terms and definitions 

For purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

3.1  
continuous operation (for wind turbines) 
normal operation of the wind turbine excluding start-up and shutdown operations 

3.2  
cut-in wind speed (for wind turbines) 
lowest wind speed at hub height at which the wind turbine starts to produce power 

[IEV 415-03-05] 

3.3  
flicker coefficient for continuous operation (for wind turbines) 
normalized measure of the flicker emission during continuous operation of the wind turbine: 

 ( )
n

fick,
ficst,k S

S
Pc ×=ψ  

where 
Pst,fic is the flicker emission from the wind turbine on the fictitious grid; 
Sn  is the rated apparent power of the wind turbine; 
Sk,fic  is the short-circuit apparent power of the fictitious grid 

NOTE The flicker coefficient for continuous operation is the same for a short-term (10 min) and long-term period 
(2 h).  

3.4  
flicker step factor (for wind turbines) 
a normalized measure of the flicker emission due to a single switching operation of the wind 
turbine: 
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 31,0
pficst,

n

fick,
kf 130

1)( TP
S

S
k ×××=ψ  

where 
Tp  is the measurement period, long enough to ensure that the transient of the switching 

operation has abated, though limited to exclude possible power fluctuations due to 
turbulence; 

Pst,fic  is the flicker emission from the wind turbine on the fictitious grid; 
Sn  is the rated apparent power of the wind turbine; 
Sk,fic  is the short-circuit apparent power of the fictitious grid  

NOTE The flicker coefficient Pst,fic is here evaluated over the time period Tp.  

3.5  
maximum measured power (for wind turbines) 
power (with a specified averaging time) which is observed during continuous operation of the 
wind turbine  

3.6  
network impedance phase angle 
phase angle of network short-circuit impedance:  

 )(arctan kkk RX=ψ   

where  
Xk  is the network short-circuit reactance; 
Rk  is the network short-circuit resistance 

3.7  
normal operation (for wind turbines) 
fault free operation complying with the description in the wind turbine manual 

3.8  
operational mode (for wind turbines) 
operation according to control setting, for example voltage control mode, frequency control 
mode, reactive power control mode, active power control mode, etc.  

3.9  
output power (for wind turbines) 
electric active power delivered by the wind turbine at its terminals  

[IEV 415-04-02, modified] 

3.10  
point of common coupling  
PCC 
point of a power supply network, electrically nearest to a particular load, at which other loads 
are, or may be, connected  

NOTE 1 These loads can be either devices, equipment or systems, or distinct customer's installations. 

NOTE 2 In some applications, the term “point of common coupling” is restricted to public networks.  

[IEV 161-07-15, modified] 

3.11  
power collection system (for wind turbines) 
electrical system that collects the power from a wind turbine and feeds it into an electrical 
supply network  
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[IEV 415-04-06, modified] 

3.12  
rated apparent power (for wind turbines) 
apparent power from the wind turbine while operating at rated current and nominal voltage 
and frequency: 

nn IUS 3n =  

where 
Un  is the nominal voltage; 
In  is the rated current  

3.13  
rated current (for wind turbines)  
maximum continuous electric output current which a wind turbine is designed to achieve 
under normal operating conditions  

3.14  
rated power (for wind turbines)  
maximum continuous electric output power which a wind turbine is designed to achieve under 
normal operating conditions  

[IEV 415-04-03, modified] 

3.15  
rated wind speed (for wind turbines)  
wind speed at which a wind turbine’s rated power is achieved  

[IEV 415-03-04, modified] 

3.16  
standstill (for wind turbines) 
condition of a wind turbine that is stopped  

[IEV 415-01-15, modified] 

3.17  
start-up (for wind turbines) 
transitional state of a wind turbine between standstill and power production 

3.18  
switching operation (for wind turbines) 
start-up or switching between generators  

3.19  
turbulence intensity  
ratio of the wind speed standard deviation to the mean wind speed, determined from the same 
set of measured data samples of wind speed, and taken over a specified period of time  

[IEV 415-03-25] 

3.20  
voltage change factor (for wind turbines) 
a normalized measure of the voltage change due to a switching operation of the wind turbine: 

 
n

fick,

n

minfic,maxfic,
ku 3)(

S
S

U
UU

k ×
−

×=ψ  
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where 
Ufic,min and Ufic,max are the minimum and maximum one period RMS value of the phase-to-

neutral voltage on the fictitious grid during the switching operation; 
Un  is the nominal phase-to-phase voltage; 
Sn  is the rated apparent power of the wind turbine; 
Sk,fic  is the short-circuit apparent power of the fictitious grid. 

NOTE The voltage change factor ku is similar to ki being the ratio between the maximum inrush current and the 
rated current, though ku is a function of the network impedance phase angle. The highest value of ku will be 
numerically close to ki. 

3.21  
wind turbine  
WT  
system which converts kinetic wind energy into electric energy  

3.22  
wind turbine terminals 
point being a part of the WT and identified by the WT supplier at which the WT may be 
connected to the power collection system 

4 Symbols and units 

In this part of IEC 61400, the following symbols and units are used. 

n

dyn

U

UΔ
 maximum permitted voltage change (%) 

ψk  network impedance phase angle (°) 

αm(t) electrical angle of the fundamental of the measured voltage (°)  

β exponent associated with summation of harmonics 

c(ψk) flicker coefficient for continuous operation  

d  relative voltage change (%)  

EPlti long-term flicker emission limit  

EPsti short-term flicker emission limit 

fg nominal grid frequency (50 Hz or 60 Hz) 

fm,i frequency of occurrence of flicker coefficient values within the i’th wind speed bin  

fover over-frequency protection level 

funder under-frequency protection level 

fy,i frequency of occurrence of wind speeds within the i’th wind speed bin  

h harmonic order  
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Ih,i h’th order harmonic current distortion of i’th wind turbine (A) 

im(t) measured instantaneous current (A) 

In rated current (A) 

kf(ψk) flicker step factor  

ki ratio of maximum inrush current and rated current  

ku(ψk) voltage change factor  

Lfic inductance of fictitious grid (H) 

N10m maximum number of one type of switching operations within a 10 min period  

N120m maximum number of one type of switching operations within a 120 min period  

Nbin total number of wind speed bins between vcut-in and 15 m/s 

ni ratio of the transformer at the i’th wind turbine 

Nm total number of measured flicker coefficient values 

Nm,i number of measured flicker coefficient values within the i’th wind speed bin 

Nm,i,c<x number of flicker coefficient values less than x within the i’th wind speed bin 

Nwt  number of wind turbines  

P active power (W) 

P0,2 maximum measured active power (0,2 s average value) (W) 

P60 maximum measured active power (60 s average value) (W) 

P600 maximum measured active power (600 s average value) (W) 

Plt  long-term flicker disturbance factor  

Pn rated active power of wind turbine (W) 

Pr(c<x) accumulated distribution of c 

Pst short-term flicker disturbance factor  

Pst,fic short-term flicker disturbance factor at fictitious grid  

Q reactive power (var) 

Rfic resistance of fictitious grid (Ω) 
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Sk short-circuit apparent power of grid (VA)  

Sk,fic short-circuit apparent power of the fictitious grid (VA)  

Sn rated apparent power of wind turbine (VA) 

THC total harmonic current distortion (% of In) 

Tp transient time period of a switching operation (s) 

U phase-to-phase voltage (V) 

u0(t) instantaneous phase-to-neutral voltage of an ideal voltage source (V)  

ufic(t) instantaneous phase-to-neutral voltage simulated at fictitious grid (V) 

Ufic,max maximum phase-to-neutral voltage at fictitious grid (V) 

Ufic,min minimum phase-to-neutral voltage at fictitious grid (V) 

Un nominal phase-to-phase voltage (V) 

Uunder under-voltage protection level 

Uover over-voltage protection level 

va annual average wind speed (m/s) 

vcut-in cut-in wind speed (m/s) 

vi mid-point of the i’th wind speed bin 

wi weighting factor for the i’th wind speed bin  

Xfic reactance of fictitious grid (Ω) 

Z1 impedance for limiting the effect of the short-circuit on the upstream grid (Ω) 

Z2 impedance between phases or to ground during short-circuit (Ω) 

5 Abbreviations 

The following abbreviations are used in this part of IEC 61400. 

A/D converter analogue to digital converter 

DFT discrete Fourier transform 

HV high voltage 

LV low voltage 
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MV medium voltage 

PCC point of common coupling 

RMS root mean square 

SCADA supervisory control and data acquisition 

THC total harmonic current distortion 

WT wind turbine 

6 Wind turbine power quality characteristic parameters 

6.1 General 

This clause gives the quantities that shall be stated for characterizing the power quality of a 
wind turbine, i.e. wind turbine specifications (6.2), voltage quality (6.3 to 6.4), voltage drop 
response (6.5), power control (6.6 to 6.7), grid protection and reconnection (6.8 to 6.9). a 
sample report format is given in Annex A.  

Generator sign convention shall be used, i.e. the positive direction of the power flow is 
defined to be from the generator to the grid. If the wind turbine is replaced with a resistor and 
an inductor, both active and reactive power will be negative. 

6.2 Wind turbine specification  

The rated data of the wind turbine (referred to the wind turbine terminals) shall be specified, 
including Pn, Sn, Un and In.  

NOTE The rated data are used only for normalizing purposes in this part of IEC 61400.  

6.3 Voltage fluctuations 

6.3.1 General 

The voltage fluctuations (flicker and voltage changes) imposed by the wind turbine shall be 
characterized as described in 6.3.2 and 6.3.3.  

6.3.2 Continuous operation 

The wind turbine flicker coefficient for continuous operation, c(ψk,va) shall be stated as the 
99th percentile for the network impedance phase angles ψk = 30°, 50°, 70° and 85° in a Table 
for four different wind speed distributions with annual average wind speed va = 6 m/s, 7,5 m/s, 
8,5 m/s and 10 m/s respectively. The 10 min average values of the wind speed shall be 
assumed to be Rayleigh distributed (see Note). The annual average wind speed refers to the 
hub height of the wind turbine.  

The characteristics shall be stated for the wind turbine operating with reactive power as close 
as possible to zero, i.e. if applicable, the reactive set-point control shall be set to Q=0. If any 
other operational mode is used, this shall be clearly stated.  

NOTE The Rayleigh distribution is a probability distribution that commonly fits the annual wind speed distribution. 
The Rayleigh distribution may be described by:  
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where 

F(v)  is the Rayleigh cumulative probability distribution function for the wind speed; 

va  is the annual average wind speed at hub height; 

v  is the wind speed. 

6.3.3 Switching operations 

The characteristics shall be stated for the following types of switching operations: 

a) Wind turbine start-up at cut-in wind speed. 
b) Wind turbine start-up at rated wind speed or higher wind speed. 
c) The worst case of switching between generators (applicable only to wind turbines with 

more than one generator or a generator with multiple windings). See also Note 1. 

For each of the above types of switching operations, the values of the parameters below shall 
be stated (see also Notes 2 and 3): 

• The maximum number N10m of the switching operation within a 10 min period. 

• The maximum number N120m of the switching operation within a 2 h period. 

• The flicker step factor kf(ψk) for the network impedance phase angles ψk = 30°, 50°, 70° 
and 85°. 

• The voltage change factor ku(ψk) for the network impedance phase angles ψk = 30°, 50°, 
70° and 85°. 

The characteristics shall be stated for the wind turbine operating with reactive power as close 
as possible to zero, i.e. if applicable the reactive set-point control shall be set to Q=0. If other 
operational mode is used, this shall be clearly stated.  

NOTE 1 The worst case of switching between generators is in the context of flicker step factor defined as the 
switching operation that gives the highest flicker step factor, and in the context of voltage change factor defined as 
the switching operation that gives the highest voltage change factor. 

NOTE 2 The parameters N10m and N120m may be based on manufacturers information, whereas kf(ψk) and ku(ψk) 
should be measured and computed.  

NOTE 3 Depending on the control system of the wind turbine, the maximum number of the switching operation 
within a 2 h period may be less than twelve times the maximum number of the switching operation within a 10 min 
period. 

6.4 Current harmonics, interharmonics and higher frequency components  

The emission of current harmonics, interharmonics and higher frequency components during 
continuous operation shall be stated (see Note).  

The values of the individual current components (harmonics, interharmonics and higher 
frequency components) and the total harmonic current distortion shall be given in tables in 
percentage of In and for operation of the wind turbine within the active power bins 0, 10, 
20, … , 100 % of Pn. 0, 10, 20, … , 100 % are the bin midpoints.  

The individual harmonic current components shall be specified as subgrouped values for 
frequencies up to 50 times the fundamental grid frequency, and the total harmonic current 
distortion shall be stated as derived from these. 

The interharmonic current components shall be specified as subgrouped values for 
frequencies up to 2 kHz in accordance to Annex A of IEC 61000-4-7:2002. 

The higher frequency current components shall be specified as subgrouped values for 
frequencies between 2 kHz and 9 kHz in accordance to Annex B of IEC 61000-4-7:2002. 
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The current harmonics, interharmonics and higher frequency components shall be stated for 
the wind turbine operating with reactive power as close as possible to zero, i.e. if applicable 
the reactive set-point control shall be set to Q=0. If other operational mode is used, this shall 
be clearly stated.  

NOTE Harmonics are considered harmless as long as the duration is limited to a short period of time. Hence, this 
part of IEC 61400 does not require specification of short-duration harmonics caused by wind turbine start-up or 
other switching operations.  

6.5 Response to voltage drops 

The response of the wind turbine to the voltage drops specified in Table 1 shall be stated for 
the wind turbine operating at a) between 0,1 Pn and 0,3 Pn and b) above 0,9 Pn. The stated 
response shall include results from 2 consecutive tests of each case (VD1-VD6) by time-
series of active power, reactive power, active current, reactive current and voltage at the wind 
turbine terminals for the time shortly prior to the voltage drop and until the effect of the 
voltage drop has abated, but also the wind turbine operational mode shall be specified. 

The test is basically for verifying wind turbine response to voltage drops (due to grid faults) 
and providing a basis for wind turbine numerical simulation model validation. Optional tests 
and measurements (for example pitch angle and rotational speed) may be carried out and 
reported for more detailed assessment of simulation models and compliance with specific grid 
code requirements. 

Table 1 – Specification of voltage drops. The specified magnitudes, duration and shape 
are for the voltage drop occurring when the wind turbine under test is not connected 

Case Magnitude of voltage 
phase to phase 

(fraction of voltage 
immediately before the 

drop occurs) 

Magnitude of positive 
sequence voltage  

(fraction of voltage 
immediately before 

the drop occurs) 

Duration 
(s) 

Shape 

VD1 – symmetrical three-phase 
voltage drop 

0,90 ± 0,05 0,90 ± 0,05 0,5 ± 0,02 -----|__|---- 

VD2 – symmetrical three-phase 
voltage drop 

0,50 ± 0,05 0,50 ± 0,05 0,5 ± 0,02 -----|__|---- 

VD3 – symmetrical three-phase 
voltage drop 

0,20 ± 0,05 0,20 ± 0,05 0,2 ± 0,02 -----|__|---- 

VD4 – two-phase voltage drop 0,90 ± 0,05 0,95 ± 0,05 0,5 ± 0,02 -----|__|---- 

VD5 – two-phase voltage drop 0,50 ± 0,05 0,75 ± 0,05 0,5 ± 0,02 -----|__|---- 

VD6 – two-phase voltage drop 0,20 ± 0,05 0,60 ± 0,05 0,2 ± 0,02 -----|__|---- 

 

NOTE 1 A voltage drop may cause a wind turbine to cut-out for many reasons, not only related to the electrical 
drive train but also due to mechanical vibrations or ancillary system low voltage capabilities. It is therefore 
necessary to do the test on the complete wind turbine rather than relying on drive train testing only.  

NOTE 2 The purpose of VD1 and VD4 is basically for testing of wind turbines that have no capabilities to ride-
through any deep voltage drops, and the tests are generally relevant as basis for validation of numerical simulation 
models. 

6.6 Active power 

6.6.1 Maximum measured power 

The maximum measured power of the wind turbine shall be specified as a 600 s average 
value, P600, a 60 s average value, P60 and as a 0,2 s average value, P0,2.  

6.6.2 Ramp rate limitation 

The ability of the wind turbine to operate in ramp rate limitation control mode shall be 
characterized by test results presented in a graph. The graph shall show available and 
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measured active power output during operation at a ramp rate value of 10 % of rated power 
per minute for a test period of 10 min. 

The test results shall be reported as 0,2 s average data. 

6.6.3 Set-point control 

The ability of the wind turbine to operate in active power set-point control mode shall be 
characterized by test results presented in a graph. The graph shall show available and 
measured active power output during operation at set point values being adjusted from 100 % 
down to 20 % of rated power in steps of 20 % with 2 min operation at each set-point value, i.e. 
according to Figure 1.  

The test results shall be reported as 0,2 s average data. 

NOTE The ability of a wind turbine to participate in an automatic frequency control scheme is closely linked to its 
ability to operate in active power set-point control mode. Participation in automatic frequency control can for 
instance be achieved through the SCADA system of a modern wind farm that may continuously update the active 
power set-point of the individual wind turbines to achieve a requested frequency response. 
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Figure 1 – Adjustment of active power set-point  

6.7 Reactive power 

6.7.1 Reactive power capability 

The capability of the WT concerning the maximum inductive reactive power and the maximum 
capacitive reactive power of the WT shall be specified in a Table as 1 min average values as 
a function of the 1 min average output power for 0, 10, .... 90, 100 % of the rated power.  

6.7.2 Set-point control 

The reactive power set-point control shall be described by a table and a graph as follows. 

• The table shall show measured reactive power at reactive set point value = 0 for operation 
at 0, 10, 20, … 100 % active power output.  

• The active and reactive power shall be 1 min average values. 
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The graph shall show measured reactive power during a step change of the reactive power 
set-point as specified in Figure 2. The active power output, measured as 1 min average 
values, shall be approximately 50 % of rated power. The reactive power shall be 0,2 s 
average data.  
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Figure 2 – Adjustment of reactive power set-point  

 
NOTE The ability of a wind turbine to participate in an automatic voltage control scheme is closely linked to its 
ability to operate in reactive power set-point control mode. Participation in automatic voltage control can, for 
instance, be achieved through the SCADA system of a modern wind farm that may continuously update the reactive 
power set-point of the individual wind turbines to achieve a requested voltage response. 

6.8 Grid protection 

The functionality of the wind turbine grid protection system is tested. With the given settings 
of disconnection levels and disconnection times, the actual disconnection levels and 
disconnection times of the WT shall be determined for over- and under-voltage and over- and 
under-frequency. 

The disconnection level is the voltage or frequency that causes the wind turbine to disconnect. 

The disconnection time is the time duration from start of the under-/over- voltage or frequency 
and until the wind turbine has disconnected.  

6.9 Reconnection time 

The reconnection time after the wind turbine has been disconnected due to a grid failure shall 
be characterized by test results presented in a Table. The Table shall show the reconnection 
time after the grid has failed for 10 s, 1 min and 10 min respectively. The reconnection time is 
the time from the instant when the grid is available on the wind turbine terminals to the instant 
when the wind turbine starts to produce power. 

7 Test procedures 

7.1 General 

This Subclause 7.1 gives general information about the validity of the measurements, required 
test conditions and equipment. Subclauses 7.2 to 7.9 state the required measurements to be 
taken to determine the characteristic power quality parameters of the assessed wind turbine, 
i.e. wind turbine specifications (7.2), voltage quality (7.3 to 7.4), voltage drop response (7.5), 
power control (7.6 to 7.7), grid protection and reconnection (7.8 to 7.9). 
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The measurement procedures are valid for single wind turbines with a three-phase grid 
connection.  

The measurements aim in general to verify the characteristic power quality parameters for the 
full operational range of the assessed wind turbine. Measurements are however not required 
for wind speeds above 15 m/s (see Note 1). This is because requiring measurements at 
higher wind speeds would normally give a significantly longer measurement period due to the 
rare appearance of higher wind speeds, and are not expected to give significantly better 
verification of the characteristic power quality parameters of the assessed wind turbine. See 
also Note 2. 

NOTE 1 If measurements are taken above 15 m/s, they can be omitted. If they are included however, the applied 
wind speed range should be stated in the test report. 

NOTE 2 Inclusion of measurements above 15 m/s may improve the accuracy of the determined flicker coefficient, 
and for some wind turbine design give greater maximum measured power (0,2 s average). Aiming for a balance 
between cost and accuracy however, inclusion of measurements above 15 m/s is not required. If measurements 
above 15 m/s are included, this will improve confidence in the results of the procedures of 8.2 for high-wind speed 
sites. See also Note 5 in 7.3.3. 

7.1.1 Test validity 

The measured characteristics are valid for the specific configuration of the assessed wind 
turbine type only. Other configurations, including altered control parameters, that cause the 
wind turbine to behave differently with respect to power quality, require separate assessment. 
Such assessment can be made by simulation. 

Some wind turbine designs include a built-in transformer. The measurements of the electrical 
characteristics shall be made at the wind turbine terminals. It is up to the WT supplier to 
define the wind turbine terminals to be at the lower-voltage or higher-voltage side of the 
transformer. Changing the transformer from one output voltage to another is not expected to 
cause the wind turbine to behave differently with respect to power quality. Thus, separate 
assessment is not required if the transformer output voltage is changed, except that rated 
voltage and current shall be updated. 

The location of the wind turbine terminals (being the measurement point) and the specific 
configuration of the assessed wind turbine including the relevant control parameter settings 
shall be clearly stated in the test report (Annex A). 

Any selection of tests can be done and reported separately, for example voltage quality (7.3 
to 7.4), power control (7.6 to 7.7) and voltage drop response (7.5). 

7.1.2 Test conditions 

The following test conditions are required, and shall be measured and reported as part of the 
test procedure (see Note 1). Any test data measured during periods not complying with the 
given test conditions shall be excluded. 

• The wind turbine shall be connected directly to the MV-network through a standard 
transformer with rated apparent power at least corresponding to the rated apparent power 
of the assessed wind turbine. 

• The total harmonic distortion of the voltage including all harmonics up to the order of 50 
shall be less than 5 % measured as 10 min average data at the wind turbine terminals 
while the wind turbine is not generating. The total harmonic distortion of the voltage may 
be determined by measurement prior to testing the wind turbine. 

• The grid frequency measured as 0,2 s average data shall be within ±1 % of the nominal 
frequency, and the rate of change of the grid frequency measured as 0,2 s average data 
shall be less than 0,2 % of the nominal frequency per 0,2 s. If the grid frequency is known 
to be very stable and well within the above requirements, which would commonly be the 
case in a large interconnected power system, this need not be assessed any further. 
Otherwise, the grid frequency shall be measured during the test.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Full document details: IEC 61400-21 2008

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/iec-61400-21-2008
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/iec-61400-21-2008


 – 20 – 61400-21 © IEC:2008 

• The voltage shall be within ±10 % of its nominal value measured as 10 min average data 
at the wind turbine terminals.  

• The voltage unbalance factor shall be less than 2 % measured as 10 min data at the wind 
turbine terminals. The voltage unbalance factor may be determined as described in 
IEC 61800-3:2004, Clause B.3. If the voltage unbalance factor is known to be well within 
the above requirement, it need not be assessed any further. Otherwise, the voltage 
unbalance factor shall be measured during the test. 

• The environmental conditions shall comply with the manufacturer’s requirements for the 
instruments and the wind turbine. Commonly, this does not call for any online measure-
ments of the environmental conditions, though it is required that these are described in 
general terms as part of the measurement report. See also Note 2. 

Tests may be prepared at any turbulence intensity and at any short-circuit ratio, but 
conditions (average turbulence intensity, short-circuit apparent power and network impedance 
angle) shall be stated as part of the test report/certificate. The turbulence intensity shall be 
stated based on sector-wise identification of obstacles and terrain variations or based on wind 
speed measurements. 

NOTE 1 The specified conditions are required to achieve reliable test results, and should not be interpreted as 
conditions for reliable grid connection and operation of wind turbines. 

NOTE 2 The maximum measured power may for some wind turbine designs to some degree depend on the air 
density. Hence, the maximum measured power determined following the procedure in 7.6.1 and measured at a site 
with low air density may be less than at a site with higher air density. It is, however, found that the uncertainty 
introduced by not specifying a limited air density range cannot justify the cost of additional equipment and 
procedures associated with this. 

7.1.3 Test equipment 

The description of the measurements assumes application of a digital data acquisition system 
with elements as illustrated in Figure 3.  

 

Signal conditioning 

Low-pass filter 

A/D

Log data, calculate 
and store results 

IEC   1297/08  

Figure 3 – Assumed elements of measurement system  

The anemometer, voltage transducers (transformers) and current transducers (transformers) 
are the required sensors of the measurement system. The signal conditioning is for 
connecting these to the low-pass filter that are required for anti-aliasing. The analogue to 
digital conversion (A/D) shall be of at least 12 bit resolution, i.e. to maintain the required 
measurement accuracy. See Table 2 for specification of equipment accuracy. 
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Table 2 – Specification of requirements for measurement equipment 

Equipment Required accuracy Compliance with standard 

Voltage transformers Class 1,0 IEC 60044-2 

Current transformers Class 1,0 IEC 60044-1 

Anemometer ±0,5 m/s IEC 61400-12-1 (as a 
guidance) 

Filter + A/D converter + data acquisition system 1 % of full scale IEC 62008 

The digital data acquisition system is assumed to log, calculate and store results as specified 
in the subsequent clauses. General guidance for calculation of RMS voltage, active and 
reactive power in a system as outlined in Figure 3 is given in Annex C. This requires a sample 
rate of at least 2 kHz per channel of the voltage and current signals. For measurement of 
harmonics (higher frequency components) the minimum sample rate shall be at least 20 kHz 
per channel.  

The wind speed signal shall be sampled with at least 1 Hz. 

Ideally, a hub-height anemometer located at a position unaffected by wind turbine blockage or 
wind turbine wakes should be applied for measuring the wind speed. A position 2,5 rotor 
diameters upstream will generally give good definition. Alternatively, hub-height wind speed 
can be estimated from lower level measurement or from corrected nacelle wind speed 
measurement possibly in conjunction with power measurements and knowledge of the power 
curve. Either way, uncertainties due to anemometer location should not exceed ± 1 m/s.  

7.2 Wind turbine specification  

Based on manufacturer’s information, the wind turbine specifications as outlined in 6.2 shall 
be stated. 

7.3 Voltage fluctuations 

7.3.1 General 

As stated in 7.1.2, the wind turbine under test shall be connected to an MV-network. The MV-
network will normally have other fluctuating loads that may cause significant voltage 
fluctuations at the wind turbine terminals where the test measurements are taken. Moreover, 
the voltage fluctuations imposed by the wind turbine will depend on the characteristics of the 
grid. The aim is, however, to achieve test results which are independent of the grid conditions 
at the test site. To accomplish this, this part of IEC 61400 specifies a method that uses 
current and voltage time-series measured at the wind turbine terminals to simulate the voltage 
fluctuations on a fictitious grid with no source of voltage fluctuations other than the wind 
turbine (see Note). 

The application of the fictitious grid is further described in 7.3.2. The measurement 
procedures for voltage fluctuations are separated into procedures for continuous operation 
(see 7.3.3) and switching operations (see 7.3.4). This separation reflects that the flicker 
emission from a wind turbine has the character of stochastic noise during continuous 
operation, whereas the flicker emission and voltage changes during switching operations have 
the character of a number of time limited, non-coincident events.  

NOTE Although the specified method to simulate the voltage fluctuations on a fictitious grid avoids the direct 
influence of the real voltage fluctuations of the grid at the measurement point on flicker, there may be an influence 
of these voltage fluctuations, imposed by other sources, on the measured current from the wind turbine. This in 
turn may influence the simulated voltage fluctuations on the fictitious grid. However, this effect is relatively small 
and does not justify changing the procedure for determining the flicker coefficient.  

7.3.2 Fictitious grid 

The phase diagram of the fictitious grid is shown in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4 – Fictitious grid for simulation of fictitious voltage 

The fictitious grid is represented by an ideal phase-to-neutral voltage source with the 
instantaneous value u0(t) and a grid impedance given as a resistance Rfic in series with an 
inductance Lfic. The wind turbine is represented by the current generator im(t), which is the 
measured instantaneous value of the line current. This simple model gives a simulated 
voltage with the instantaneous value ufic(t) according to equation (1): 

 
t

ti
LtiRtutu

d
d )(

)()()( m
ficmfic0fic ×+×+=  (1) 

The ideal voltage source u0(t) can be generated in different ways. But two properties of the 
ideal voltage should be fulfilled:  

a) the ideal voltage should be without any fluctuations, i.e. the flicker on the voltage should 
be zero; 

b) u0(t) shall have the same electrical angle αm(t) as the fundamental of the measured 
voltage. This ensures the phase angle between ufic(t) and im(t) is correct, provided that 
⏐ufic(t) – u0(t)⏐<<⏐u0(t)⏐.  

To fulfil these properties, u0(t) is defined as:  

 ))(sin(
3
2)( mn0 tUtu α××=  (2) 

where Un is the r.m.s. value of the nominal voltage of the grid.  

The electrical angle of the fundamental of the measured voltage may be described by 
equation (3). 

 00m 2 απα +×= ∫
t

dttft )()(  (3) 

where 
f(t) is the frequency (that may vary over time);  
t  is the time since the start of the time-series;  

α0  is the electrical angle at t = 0. 

Rfic and Lfic shall be selected to obtain the appropriate network impedance phase angle ψk 
applying equation (4) below: 
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where fg is the nominal grid frequency (50 or 60 Hz).  

The three-phase short-circuit apparent power of the fictitious grid is given by equation (5) 
below:  

 
2
fic

2
fic

2
n

fick,
XR

U
S

+
=  (5) 

A proper short-circuit ratio Sk,fic/Sn shall be used to assure that the applied flickermeter 
algorithm or instrument gives Pst values that are well within the measurement range required 
in IEC 61000-4-15. Because the intention of the procedure described in IEC 61000-4-15 is to 
determine if a specific fluctuating voltage causes flicker, the procedure in IEC 61000-4-15 
does not treat small voltage fluctuations very accurately. Larger voltage fluctuations can be 
obtained by decreasing the short-circuit ratio. On the other hand, if the short-circuit ratio 
becomes too small, the mean RMS value of ufic(t) will deviate significantly from the RMS value 
of u0(t), which will influence the relative voltage changes because the absolute voltage 
changes are normalised with a different mean value. To obtain simulated voltage fluctuations 
within the flickermeter range, this part of IEC 61400 therefore suggests using a short-circuit 
ratio Sk,fic/Sn between 20 and 50, though it is the responsibility of the assessor to select the 
appropriate ratio. It is also recommended to use 6 400 classifier levels instead of the 64 levels 
proposed in IEC 61000-4-15 to obtain a better resolution. The accuracy of the calculated Pst 
values should be better than 5 %. 

7.3.3 Continuous operation 

The flicker coefficient c(ψk,va) shall be determined so it can be stated according to 6.3.2. This 
shall be done by measurement and simulation.  

This subclause gives the detailed procedure, whereas an informative outline is provided in 
Clause B.1. 

The following measurements shall be performed: 

a) The three instantaneous line currents and the three instantaneous phase-to-neutral 
voltages shall be measured at the wind turbine terminals. See also Note 1. 

b) Measurements shall be taken so that at least fifteen 10 min time-series of instantaneous 
voltage and current measurements (five tests and three phases) are collected for each 
1 m/s wind speed bin between cut-in wind speed and 15 m/s. Here, the wind speed is 
measured as 10 min-average values. 

c) The wind speed shall be measured according to 7.1.3.  
d) Switching operations are excluded except such as switching of capacitors that occur 

during continuous operation of the wind turbine. 

The voltage flicker during the test shall be reported. The voltage flicker shall be measured at 
the wind turbine terminals and according to IEC 61000-4-15. See also Note in 7.3.1. 

The measurements shall be taken with a measurement set-up as specified in Figure 3, and by 
applying voltage and current transformers and an anemometer with specifications according 
to Table 2. The cut-off frequency of the voltage and current measurements shall be at least 
400 Hz. See Note 2.  

The measurements shall be treated to determine the flicker coefficient of the wind turbine as a 
function of the network impedance phase angle and wind speed distribution. This shall be 
done repeating the following procedure for each of the network impedance phase angles and 
wind speed distributions specified in 6.3.2. 

First, the flicker coefficient for each set of 10 min measured voltage and current time-series 
shall be determined. The procedure for this is given in steps 1) to 3) below. 
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1) The measured time-series shall be combined with equation (1) to give voltage time-series 
of ufic(t). 

2) The voltage time-series of ufic(t) shall be input to the flicker algorithm in compliance with 
IEC 61000-4-15 to give one flicker emission value Pst,fic on the fictitious grid for each 
10 min time-series. 

3) The flicker coefficient shall be determined for each of the calculated flicker emission 
values by applying the equation (6) 
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where 
Sn  is the rated apparent power of the wind turbine;  
Sk,fic  is the short-circuit apparent power of the fictitious grid.  

See also Note 3. 

Secondly, a weighting factor shall be determined for each wind speed bin to scale the 
measured frequency of occurrence of the flicker coefficients to correspond with the assumed 
wind speed distribution. The procedure for finding the weighting factor is described in steps 4) 
to 6) below.  

4) As specified in 6.3.2, the assumed frequency of occurrence fy,i of wind speeds within the 
i’th wind speed bin shall correspond to a Rayleigh distribution, i.e.:  
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where 
vi  is the midpoint of the i’th wind speed bin;  
va  is the assumed annual average wind speed. 

5) The actual frequency of occurrence fm,i of measured flicker coefficients within the i’th wind 
speed bin is given by: 
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where 
Nm,i  is the number of flicker coefficient values measured within the i’th wind speed bin; 
Nm  is the total number of flicker coefficient values. 

6) The weighting factor shall be determined for each 1 m/s wind speed bin between vcut-in 
and 15 m/s by inserting calculated values of fy,i and fm,i in the equation (9) below: 
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Finally, the weighted accumulated distribution of the measured flicker coefficient values shall 
be found, and the flicker coefficient c(ψk,va) shall be determined as the 99th percentile of this 
distribution (see Notes 4 and 5). The procedure for this is given in steps 7) to 8) below:  

7) The weighted accumulated distribution of the flicker coefficient values is given by equation 
(10): 
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where 
Nm,i,c<x  is the number of flicker coefficient values less than or equal to the value x within the 

i’th wind speed bin;  
Nbin  is the total number of wind speed bins. 

8) The flicker coefficient shall be determined as the 99th percentile of the weighted 
accumulated distribution of the flicker coefficient values. This shall be done by calculating 
Pr(c<x) and reading the 99th percentile from that.  

The above procedure steps 4) to 8) are further illustrated in Clause B.3. 

The long-term flicker emission can, according to IEC 61000-3-7, be calculated as the cubic 
average of 12 consecutive short-term values. Considering that the flicker emission from a 
wind turbine is a function of the wind speed, and that wind conditions are likely to persist for a 
2 h period, 12 consecutive short-term values are likely to be equal. Hence, for wind turbines 
the long-term flicker emission coefficient becomes equal to the short-term value. 

NOTE 1 If the phase-to-neutral voltages are not available, the phase-to-phase voltages should be measured and 
the phase-to-neutral voltages calculated from the measured phase-to-phase voltages. The phase-to-neutral 
voltages may be calculated from measured phase-to-phase voltages according to the equations below: 
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where 

u1, u2 and u3 are the instantaneous phase-to-neutral voltages;  

u12, u31 and u23 are the instantaneous phase-to-phase voltages. 

NOTE 2 The flicker algorithm described in IEC 61000-4-15 generates the RMS value of uf ic(t), and then cuts off 
variations faster than 35 Hz. Still a minimum cut-off frequency of 400 Hz, corresponding to a minimum sampling 
frequency of 800 Hz is required for flicker measurements of continuous operation in this part of IEC 61400. Test 
calculations have shown that this sampling frequency is necessary to obtain consistent results. A lower sampling 
frequency will reduce the accuracy of the electrical angle of the fundamental of the measured voltage αm(t).  

NOTE 3 The formula defining the flicker coefficient is further explained in B.4.1. 

NOTE 4 The 99th percentile is applied as flicker emission limits usually relate to this percentile. 

NOTE 5 As stated in 6.3.2, c(ψk,va) should be determined for va = 6 m/s, 7,5 m/s, 8,5 m/s and 10 m/s respectively. 
Furthermore, as stated in this subclause, measurements are only required up to 15 m/s. Assuming the wind speed 
to be Rayleigh distributed, it can be calculated that 15 m/s corresponds to the 99th percentile for va = 6 m/s, and a 
further 96 %, 91 % and 83 % for va = 7,5 m/s, 8,5 m/s and 10 m/s respectively. Hence, although c(ψk,va) is 
determined according to this subclause as the 99th percentile of the data set, it may represent lower percentiles for 
Rayleigh distributed wind speed distributions with va = 7,5 m/s, 8,5 m/s and 10 m/s. This is further explained in 
Clause B.3. It is however judged that the uncertainty of the actual percentiles do not justify requiring 
measurements at higher wind speeds to expand the data set to ensure 99th percentiles also for va = 7,5 m/s, 8,5 
m/s and 10 m/s, as this would often dramatically increase the required testing period. It is however open for users 
of this part of IEC 61400 to agree to include measurements above 15 m/s in order to improve the accuracy of 
c(ψk,va) for va > 6 m/s. 
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7.3.4 Switching operations 

Based on manufacturer’s information, the maximum number of switching operations, N10m and 
N120m shall be determined for each type of switching operation specified in 6.3.3. In the event 
that the wind turbine manufacturer cannot provide these numbers, or the manufacturer cannot 
provide sufficient specification of the wind turbine control system to support the provided 
numbers, the following shall be assumed: 

a) Wind turbine start-up at cut-in wind speed: N10m = 10 and N120m = 120. 
b) Wind turbine start-up at rated wind speed or higher wind speed: N10m = 1 and N120m = 12. 
c) The worst case of switching between generators: N10m = 10 and N120m = 120. 

Measurements and subsequent simulations and calculations shall be prepared to determine 
the voltage change factor ku(ψk), and the flicker step factor kf(ψk) for each type of switching 
operation specified in 6.3.3.  

This subclause gives the detailed procedure, whereas an informative outline is provided in 
Clause B.2. 

Whereas 6.3.3 a) and 6.3.3 b) each specify a switching at a specific wind speed, it is the task 
of the assessor to identify the conditions of 6.3.3 c). This may be done by assessment of the 
wind turbine design, or if this does not give sufficient evidence, measurements shall be taken 
to identify the conditions for 6.3.3 c). See also Note 1 in 6.3.3. 

To determine the voltage change factor ku(ψk), and the flicker step factor kf(ψk), the following 
measurements shall be prepared: 

i) The three instantaneous line currents and the three instantaneous phase-to-neutral 
voltages shall be measured at the wind turbine terminals.  

ii) The measurements shall be taken for a period, Tp, long enough to ensure that the 
transient of the switching operation has abated, though limited to exclude possible power 
fluctuations due to turbulence. 

iii) In order to ensure that the results of the measurements are representative of the normal 
average conditions, each case should be performed five times. 

iv) The wind speed shall be measured according to 7.1.3. The 1 min average wind speed 
during the switching operation shall be within a range of ±2 m/s of the required wind 
speed.  

The measurements shall be taken with a measurement set-up as specified in Figure 3, and by 
applying voltage and current transformers and an anemometer with specifications according 
to Table 2. The cut-off frequency of the voltage and current measurements shall be at least 
1 500 Hz (see Note 1). As a guidance, for wind turbines applying soft-starters or other 
effective limitation of the inrush currents, the current transformers should be rated two to four 
times the rated current. For wind turbines without any inrush current limitation, as a guidance, 
the current transformers should be rated 10 to 20 times the rated current of the wind turbine.  

The measurements shall be treated to determine the voltage change factor and the flicker 
step factor. This shall be done applying the following procedure.  

1) The measured time-series shall be combined to give voltage time-series of ufic(t). 

2) The simulated voltage time-series of ufic(t) shall be input to the flicker algorithm in 
compliance with IEC 61000-4-15 to give one flicker emission value Pst,fic on the fictitious 
grid for each time-series of ufic(t). This will result in 15 values of Pst,fic for each case, i.e. 
five tests and three phases. 

3) The flicker step factor kf(ψk) shall be calculated according to its equation (11) below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Full document details: IEC 61400-21 2008

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/iec-61400-21-2008
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/iec-61400-21-2008


61400-21 © IEC:2008 – 27 – 

 31,0
pficst,

n

fick,
f 130

1)( TP
S

S
k k ×××=ψ  (11) 

See also Note 2 and 3. 

4) The voltage change factor ku(ψk) shall be determined according to the equation (12) below.  
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where 
Ufic,min  is the minimum one period RMS value of the voltage on the fictitious grid during the 

switching operation; 
Ufic,max is the maximum one period RMS value of the voltage on the fictitious grid during 

the switching operation.  

See also Note 4. 

5) The flicker step factor and the voltage change factor shall be determined as the average 
result of the 15 values.  

NOTE 1 The cut-off frequency should be at least 1 500 Hz to ensure that the fluctuating harmonics due to “soft-
start” power electronics are correctly included in the voltage change factors and flicker step factors. See also Note 
2 in 7.3.3. 

NOTE 2 The formula defining the flicker step factor is deduced from IEC 61000-3-3 as explained in B.4.2.  

NOTE 3 The flicker coefficient Pst,fic is here evaluated over the time period Tp.  

NOTE 4 The formula defining the voltage change factor is further explained in B.4.3. 

7.4 Current harmonics, interharmonics and higher frequency components 

The emission of current harmonics, interharmonics and higher frequency components from 
the wind turbine during continuous operation shall be measured so that these can be stated in 
accordance with 6.4. 

The results shall be based on observation times of 10 min for each active power bin, (i.e. the 
bin midpoints 0, 10, 20, …, 100 % of Pn as stated in 6.4) and shall be for situations with 
minimum distortion from the grid. The measurement procedure shall be suitable for wind 
turbines, i.e. where the magnitude of the current harmonics produced can be expected to 
change over the periods of a few seconds. 

Measurements which are clearly influenced by grid background noise shall be excluded.  

At least nine 10 min time-series of instantaneous current measurements (three tests and three 
phases) shall be collected for each 10% power bin. 

The measurements and grouping of the spectral components shall be performed according to 
IEC 61000-4-7. The choice of grouping method is made reflecting that measurements are 
made on a fluctuating source. The accuracy class I as defined in IEC 61000-4-7 shall be 
applied. 

The 10-cycle window for 50 Hz and 12-cycle window for 60 Hz systems is recommended. The 
window size shall be stated in the test report (see Annex A). 

Harmonic currents below 0,1 % of In for any of the harmonic orders need not be reported. 
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The DFT (Discrete Fourier Transform) is applied to each of measured currents with 
rectangular weighting, i.e. no special weighting function (Hanning, Hamming, etc.) shall be 
applied to measured time-series. The active power shall be evaluated over the same time 
window as the harmonics.  

The harmonic current components for frequencies up to 50 times the fundamental grid 
frequency shall be subgrouped as given in Clause 5.6 of IEC 61000-4-7:2002. See Note.  

The total harmonic current distortion (THC) shall be calculated according to equation (13) 
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where 
Ih  is the subgrouped RMS current harmonic of harmonic order h; 
In is the rated current of the wind turbine.  

The interharmonic current components below 2 kHz shall be subgrouped in accordance with 
Annex A of IEC 61000-4-7:2002 (equations (A3) and (A4) for 50 and 60 Hz systems 
respectively).  

The higher frequency components, i.e. the 2 to 9 kHz current components, shall be measured 
and grouped according to Annex B of IEC 61000-4-7:2002 (equation (B1)). The output of raw 
DFT shall be grouped in bands of 200 Hz. 

The 10 min averages of each frequency band (i.e. each subgrouped harmonic, interharmonic 
and higher frequency current component) shall be calculated for each 10 min time-series, and 
subsequently the maximum 10 min averages of each frequency band in each 10 % power bin 
shall be reported.  

The voltage harmonics during the test shall be reported. The voltage harmonics shall be 
measured at the wind turbine terminals and according to IEC 61000-4-7. As a minimum, the 
10 min average values of the total harmonic distortion of the voltage shall be reported. 

NOTE IEC 61000-4-7:2002, Subclause 5.6 is on voltage harmonics. This grouping procedure is still recommended 
for assessing the current harmonics of a fluctuating source like wind turbines.  

7.5 Response to temporary voltage drop 

The response of the wind turbine to the temporary voltage drops specified in Table 1 shall be 
measured so that these can be stated in accordance with 6.5. The stated response shall 
include time-series of active power, reactive power, active current, reactive current and 
voltage at wind turbine terminals for the time shortly prior to the voltage drop and until the 
effect of the voltage drop has abated. The wind turbine operational mode and the 10 min 
average wind speed shall be specified. 

The active power, reactive power, active current, reactive current and voltage shall be given 
for each line period (50 or 60 Hz), and shall be measured as positive sequence fundamentals 
– see Annex C. 

The test shall be carried out for the wind turbine operating at a) between 0,1 Pn and 0,3 Pn 
and b) above 0,9 Pn. 

The test can be carried out using for instance a set-up such as the one outlined in Figure 5. 
The voltage drops are created by a short-circuit emulator that connects the three or two 
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phases to ground via an impedance, or connecting the three or two phases together through 
an impedance. 

 

 

 

Z1 

Z2 

S 

Sk, ψk 

WT

IEC   1299/08  
Figure 5 – System with short circuit emulator for testing 

wind turbine response to temporary voltage drop 

The impedance Z1 is for limiting the effect of the short-circuit on the up-stream grid. The size 
of the impedance should be selected so that the voltage drop testing is not causing an 
unacceptable situation at the upstream grid, and at the same time not significantly affecting 
the transient response of the wind turbine. A by-pass connection of Z1 may be applied prior 
and after the drop. 

The voltage drop is created by connecting the impedance  Z2 by the switch S. The size of Z2 
shall be adjusted to give the voltage magnitudes specified in Table 1 when the wind turbine is 
not connected.  

The values of the impedances Z1 and Z2 used in the tests shall be stated in the description of 
the test equipment. 

The switch S shall be able to accurately control the time between connection and 
disconnection of Z2, and for all three or two phases. The switch can be for example a 
mechanical circuit breaker or a power electronic device. 

The voltage magnitudes specified in Table 1 may be affected by the wind turbine operation, 
but are defined for the wind turbine not connected to the setup outlined in Figure 5. Without 
the wind turbine connected, the voltage drop shall be within the shape indicated in Figure 6. 
The duration of the drop shall be measured from closing to opening of the switch S. The time-
tolerance is included as to account for tolerance in operation of the switch S and that the 
positive sequence voltage will not drop or rise instantly, but with a slope.  
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IEC   1300/08  
Figure 6 – Tolerance of voltage drop 

 
NOTE The test should be carried out at a) between 0,1 Pn and 0,3 Pn to get response at the most probable 
operational mode (depending on the wind conditions), and at b) above 0,9 Pn to get the response at tougher 
conditions.  

7.6 Active power 

7.6.1 Maximum measured power 

The maximum measured power shall be measured so that it can be specified in accordance 
with 6.6.1 as a 600 s average value, P600, a 60 s average value, P60 and as a 0,2 s average 
value, P0,2 applying the following procedure: 

• Measurements shall be sampled during continuous operation only. 

• The active power shall be measured at the WT terminals. 

• Measurements shall be taken so that at least five 10 min time-series of power are 
collected for each 1 m/s wind speed bin between cut-in wind speed and 15 m/s.  

• The wind speed is measured as 10 min average values and according to 7.1.3. 

• The measured power shall be transferred to 0,2 s average data and 60 s  average data by 
block averaging. 

• P0,2 shall be determined as the highest valid 0,2 s average value recorded during the 
measurement period. 

• P60 shall be determined as the highest valid 60 s average value recorded during the 
measurement period. 

• P600 shall be determined as the highest valid 600 s average value recorded during the 
measurement period. 

The measurements shall be taken with a measurement set-up as specified in Figure 3, and by 
applying voltage and current transformers, and an anemometer with specifications according 
to Table 2.  

As a guidance, the full-scale range for measuring the current may be two times the rated 
current of the wind turbine. 
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7.6.2 Ramp rate limitation 

The ramp rate limitation shall be tested so that it can be characterized according to 6.6.2. The 
following procedure shall be applied: 

• The wind turbine shall be started from stand still. 

• The ramp rate shall be set to 10 % of rated power per minute. 

• The test shall be carried out until 10 min after the wind turbine has connected to the grid. 

• The available active power output shall during the whole test be at least 50 % of rated 
power. 

• The active power shall be measured at the WT terminals. 

• The test results shall be reported as 0,2 s average data. 

The measurements shall be taken with a measurement set-up as specified in Figure 3 and by 
applying anemometer, voltage and current transformers with specifications according to Table 
2. The wind speed shall be stated as a time-series plot with 1 Hz data over the test period.  

The available active power output shall be read from the control system of the wind turbine, or 
if the wind turbine control system does not facilitate this, an approximate value can be used 
based on measured wind speed combined with the power curve of the wind turbine. 

7.6.3 Set point control 

The active power set point control shall be tested so that it can be characterized according to 
6.6.3. The following procedure shall be applied: 

• The test shall be carried out during a test period of 10 min. 

• Ramp rate limitation shall be deactivated during the test to ensure fastest possible 
response. 

• The set point signal shall be reduced from 100 % to 20 % in steps of 20 % with 2 min 
operation at each set point value, i.e. according to Figure 1. 

• The available active power output shall during the whole test be at least 90 % of rated 
power. 

• The active power shall be measured at the WT terminals. 

• The test results shall be reported as 0,2 s average data. 

The measurements shall be taken with a measurement set-up as specified in Figure 3 and by 
applying anemometer, voltage and current transformers with specifications according to Table 
2. The wind speed shall be stated as a time-series plot with 1 Hz data over the test period. 

The available active power output shall be read from the control system of the wind turbine, or 
if the wind turbine control system does not facilitate this, an approximate value can be used 
based on measured wind speed combined with the power curve of the wind turbine. 

7.7 Reactive power  

7.7.1 Reactive power capability 

The maximum inductive reactive power and the maximum capacitive reactive power shall be 
measured so that it can be stated according to 6.7.1. 

• For the measurement of the maximum inductive reactive power the wind turbine shall be 
set to the operation mode, which gives the maximum inductive reactive power in the whole 
power range. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Full document details: IEC 61400-21 2008

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/iec-61400-21-2008
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/iec-61400-21-2008


 – 32 – 61400-21 © IEC:2008 

• For the measurement of the maximum capacitive reactive power the wind turbine shall be 
set to the operation mode, which gives the maximum capacitive reactive power in the 
whole power range. 

For each of the two setting modes the following procedure shall be applied: 

• Measurements shall be sampled during continuous operation only. 

• The active and reactive power shall be measured at the WT terminals. 

• Measurements shall be taken so that at least thirty 1 min time-series of active and 
reactive power are collected at each 10 % power bin. 

• The sampled data shall be transferred to 1 min average data by applying block averaging 
for each 1 min period. 

• The 1 min average data shall be sorted according to the method of bins so that the 
reactive power can be specified as average bin values in a Table for 0, 10, ...90, 100 % of 
rated power. Here 0, 10, ...90, 100 % are the midpoints of active power bins. 

The measurements shall be taken with a measurement set-up as specified in Figure 3 and by 
applying voltage and current transformers with the specifications according to Table 2.  

7.7.2 Set point control 

The reactive power control by set point value shall be measured so that it can be stated 
according to 6.7.2. 

For the measurement at a set point of reactive power = 0, the following procedure shall be 
applied: 

• Measurements shall be sampled during continuous operation only. 

• The active and reactive power shall be measured at the WT terminals. 

• Measurements shall be taken so that at least thirty 1 min time-series of active and reactive 
power are collected at each 10 % power bin. 

• The sampled data shall be transferred to 1 min average data by applying block averaging 
for each 1 min period.  

• The 1 min average data shall be sorted according to the method of bins so that the 
reactive power can be specified in a table for 0, 10, ...90, 100 % of rated power. Here 0, 
10, ...90, 100 % are the midpoints of active power bins. 

For the measurement during the step change of reactive power the following procedure shall 
be applied: 

• Measurements shall be sampled during continuous operation only. 

• The active and reactive power shall be measured at the WT terminals. 

• The active power output shall be at approximately 50 % of rated power. 

• The sampled data for reactive power shall be 0,2 s. average data. 

• The set point of reactive power shall be varied according to Figure 2. 

• The measured reactive power shall be shown in a graph as 0,2 s. data together with the 
set point value of reactive power.  

The measurements shall be taken with a measurement set-up as specified in Figure 3 and by 
applying voltage and current transformers with the specifications according to Table 2. 

7.8 Grid protection 

The protection levels and the disconnection times of the WT shall be determined concerning 
over- and under-voltage and over- and under-frequency. This shall be done using a separate 
3 phase voltage supply, which is variable in voltage and frequency, and fed into the control of 
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the WT. The set-point protection levels and disconnection times of the WT controller shall 
also be specified. Due to safety reasons these measurements concerning the grid protection 
are performed while the generator of the wind turbine is not in operation.  

The following procedure shall be applied for the determination of the protection levels: 

• Under-voltage protection level, Uunder:  
The voltage of the separate 3 phase voltage supply shall be decreased in all three phases 
from 100 % of nominal voltage at nominal frequency in steps of 1 % of nominal voltage 
until the WT disconnects. Each step shall take at least 20 s. 

• Over-voltage protection level, Uover:   
The voltage of the separate 3 phase voltage supply shall be increased in all three phases 
from 100 % of nominal voltage at nominal frequency in steps of 1 % of nominal voltage 
until the WT disconnects. Each step shall take at least 20 s.  

• Under-frequency protection level, funder:  
The frequency of the separate 3 phase voltage supply shall be decreased from 100 % of 
nominal frequency at nominal voltage in steps of 0,1 Hz until the WT disconnects. Each 
step shall take at least 20 s.  

• Over-frequency protection level, fover:   
The frequency of the separate 3 phase voltage supply shall be increased from 100 % of 
nominal frequency at nominal voltage in steps of 0,1 Hz until the WT disconnects. Each 
step shall take at least 20 s.  

For the determination of the disconnection times the following procedure shall be applied:  

• The disconnection time of the wind turbine shall be determined from the data sheet of the 
wind turbine or by a measurement of the disconnection time.  

• The disconnection time is the time duration from the beginning of the voltage step until the 
wind turbine has disconnected. 

• Under-voltage: 
A voltage step from nominal voltage to Uunder – 5 % of nominal voltage shall be given to 
the circuit breaker of the WT by the separate voltage supply.  

• Over-voltage:  
A voltage step from nominal voltage to Uover + 5 % of nominal voltage shall be given to the 
circuit breaker of the WT by the separate voltage supply.  

• Over-frequency: 
A frequency step from nominal frequency to fover + 1 Hz shall be given to the circuit 
breaker of the WT by the separate voltage supply. 

• Under-frequency: 
A frequency step from nominal frequency to funder – 1 Hz shall be given to the circuit 
breaker of the WT by the separate voltage supply. 

7.9 Reconnection time 

The reconnection time shall be tested so that it can be characterized according to 6.9. The 
following procedure shall be applied: 

• The test shall be carried out once for each of the 3 grid failure times specified in 6.9. 

• The average wind speed shall be greater than 10 m/s during the reconnection time. 

• The grid should be made unavailable to the wind turbine by opening a breaker in the grid. 
This breaker will typically be the MV breaker connecting the wind turbine to the power 
collection system. The opening of the breaker shall be done while the wind turbine is in 
operation. The grid should be made available again to the wind turbine by closing the 
breaker.  
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• The failure time is the time between opening and closing the breaker. The breaker would 
normally have to be operated manually, and the tester should ensure that the grid failure 
time is as specified within a tolerance of ± 1 s. 

• The active power shall be measured at the WT terminals. 

• The voltage shall be measured at the WT terminals. 

• The test results shall be reported based on 0,2 s average data of the power and voltage. 
Based on the measured power and voltage, the reconnection time is determined from the 
time when the voltage returns to its normal level (between 0,9 and 1,1 pu) to the time 
where wind turbine starts producing power again (P > 0). 

The measurements shall be taken with a measurement set-up as specified in Figure 3 and by 
applying voltage and current transformers with the specifications according to Table 2. 

8 Assessment of power quality 

8.1 General 

This clause gives methods for estimating the power quality expected from a wind turbine or a 
group of wind turbines when deployed at a specific site, and to allow the results to be 
compared to requirements in other IEC publications. 

If electricity network operators and regulatory authorities apply their own requirements in 
place of or in addition to IEC standards, the principles of this clause may still be used as a 
guidance. 

The methods for assessing compliance with power quality requirements are valid for wind 
turbines with PCC at MV or HV in power systems with fixed frequency within ±1 Hz, and 
sufficient active and reactive power regulation capabilities. In other cases, the principles for 
assessing compliance with power quality requirements may still be used as a guidance. 

8.2 Voltage fluctuations 

8.2.1 General 

The flicker emissions from a wind turbine installation shall be limited to comply with the flicker 
emission limits as specified in equation (15) and equation (16) below.  

 Pstist EP ≤  (15) 

 Pltilt EP ≤  (16) 

where 
Pst and Plt  are the short and long-term flicker emissions from the wind turbine installation; 
EPsti and EPlti  are the short and long-term flicker emission limits for the relevant PCC.  

Furthermore, the relative voltage change due to a wind turbine installation shall be limited in 
accordance with equation (17) below.  
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where 
d  is the relative voltage change due to a switching operation of a wind turbine installation; 
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n

dyn

U
UΔ

  is the maximum permitted voltage change.  

Recommended methods for assessing the flicker emission limits and the maximum permitted 
voltage change for installations at medium and high voltage levels are given in IEC 61000-3-7. 

The procedure given in the subsequent subclauses is recommended for assessing the flicker 
emission and the relative voltage change due to a wind turbine installation.  

8.2.2 Continuous operation 

The 99th percentile flicker emission from a single wind turbine during continuous operation 
shall be estimated applying equation (18) below. 
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vcPP ×== ψ  (18) 

where 

c(ψk,va) is the flicker coefficient of the wind turbine for the given network impedance phase 
angle, ψk at the PCC, and for the given annual average wind speed, va at hub-
height of the wind turbine at the site; 

Sn  is the rated apparent power of the wind turbine; 
Sk  is the short-circuit apparent power at the PCC. 

The flicker coefficient of the wind turbine for the actual ψk and va at the site, may be found 
from the Table of data produced as a result of the measurements described in 7.3.3 by 
applying linear interpolation. 

In case more wind turbines are connected to the PCC, the flicker emission from the sum of 
them can be estimated from equation (19) below. 
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where 

ci(ψk,va) is the flicker coefficient of the individual wind turbine;  
Sn,i  is the rated apparent power of the individual wind turbine; 
Nwt  is the number of wind turbines connected to the PCC.  

8.2.3 Switching operations 

The flicker emission due to switching operations of a single wind turbine shall be estimated 
applying equation (20) and equation (21) below. 
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where kf(ψk) is the flicker step factor of the wind turbine for the given ψk at the PCC. See also 
Note 1. 
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The flicker step factor of the wind turbine for the actual ψk at the site may be found from the 
table of data produced as a result of the measurements described in 7.3.4 by applying linear 
interpolation. 

In case more wind turbines are connected to the PCC, the flicker emission from the sum of 
them can be estimated from equation (22) and equation (23) below. 
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where 
N10m,i and N120m,i are the number of switching operations of the individual wind turbine within 

a 10 min and 2 h period respectively;  

kf,i(ψk)  is the flicker step factor of the individual wind turbine; 
Sn,i  is the rated apparent power of the individual wind turbine. See also Note 2. 

If there is an overall control system associated with the wind turbine installation that limits the 
total number of switching operations, adequate measures should be taken to include the 
effect of this. 

The relative voltage change due to a switching operation of a single wind turbine shall be 
estimated applying equation (24) below: 
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where 
d  is the relative voltage change in %; 

ku(ψk)  is the voltage change factor of the wind turbine for the given ψk at the PCC.  

The voltage change factor of the wind turbine for the actual ψk at the site may be found from 
the table of data produced as a result of the measurements described in 7.3.4 by applying 
linear interpolation. 

In case more wind turbines are connected to the PCC, it is still not likely that even two of 
them will perform a switching operation at the same time. Hence, no summation effects need 
to be taken into account to assess the relative voltage change of a wind turbine installation 
consisting of multiple wind turbines.  

NOTE 1 Equation (20) and equation (21) may be deduced from B.4.2 applying an observation period of 600 s and 
7 200 s respectively. 

NOTE 2 Equation (22) and equation (23) may be deduced as equation (20) and equation (21), though including in 
the summation the number of wind turbines connected to the PCC. The summation is justified because the 
transient part of a switching operation, i.e. the part that significantly contributes to the flicker emission, is normally 
of a short duration. 

8.3 Current harmonics, interharmonics and higher frequency components 

The harmonic currents shall be limited to the degree needed to avoid unacceptable harmonic 
voltages at the PCC. 
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