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IEEE Standards documents are developed within the IEEE Societies and the Standards Coordinating Committees of the
IEEE Standards Association (IEEE-SA) Standards Board. The IEEE develops its standards through a consensus develop-
ment process, approved by the American National Standards Institute, which brings together volunteers representing varied
viewpoints and interests to achieve the final product. Volunteers are not necessarily members of the Institute and serve with-
out compensation. While the IEEE administers the process and establishes rules to promote fairness in the consensus devel-
opment process, the IEEE does not independently evaluate, test, or verify the accuracy of any of the information contained
in its standards.

Use of an IEEE Standard is wholly voluntary. The IEEE disclaims liability for any personal injury, property or other dam-
age, of any nature whatsoever, whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting
from the publication, use of, or reliance upon this, or any other IEEE Standard document.

The IEEE does not warrant or represent the accuracy or content of the material contained herein, and expressly disclaims
any express or implied warranty, including any implied warranty of merchantability or fitness for a specific purpose, or that
the use of the material contained herein is free from patent infringement. IEEE Standards documents are supplied “AS IS.”

The existence of an IEEE Standard does not imply that there are no other ways to produce, test, measure, purchase, market,
or provide other goods and services related to the scope of the IEEE Standard. Furthermore, the viewpoint expressed at the
time a standard is approved and issued is subject to change brought about through developments in the state of the art and
comments received from users of the standard. Every IEEE Standard is subjected to review at least every five years for revi-
sion or reaffirmation. When a document is more than five years old and has not been reaffirmed, it is reasonable to conclude
that its contents, although still of some value, do not wholly reflect the present state of the art. Users are cautioned to check
to determine that they have the latest edition of any IEEE Standard.

In publishing and making this document available, the IEEE is not suggesting or rendering professional or other services
for, or on behalf of, any person or entity. Nor is the IEEE undertaking to perform any duty owed by any other person or
entity to another. Any person utilizing this, and any other IEEE Standards document, should rely upon the advice of a com-
petent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

Interpretations: Occasionally questions may arise regarding the meaning of portions of standards as they relate to specific
applications. When the need for interpretations is brought to the attention of IEEE, the Institute will initiate action to prepare
appropriate responses. Since IEEE Standards represent a consensus of concerned interests, it is important to ensure that any
interpretation has also received the concurrence of a balance of interests. For this reason, IEEE and the members of its
societies and Standards Coordinating Committees are not able to provide an instant response to interpretation requests
except in those cases where the matter has previously received formal consideration. 

Comments for revision of IEEE Standards are welcome from any interested party, regardless of membership affiliation with
IEEE. Suggestions for changes in documents should be in the form of a proposed change of text, together with appropriate
supporting comments. Comments on standards and requests for interpretations should be addressed to:

Secretary, IEEE-SA Standards Board
445 Hoes Lane
Piscataway, NJ 08854
USA

Authorization to photocopy portions of any individual standard for internal or personal use is granted by the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc., provided that the appropriate fee is paid to Copyright Clearance Center. To
arrange for payment of licensing fee, please contact Copyright Clearance Center, Customer Service, 222 Rosewood Drive,
Danvers, MA 01923 USA; (978) 750-8400. Permission to photocopy portions of any individual standard for educational
classroom use can also be obtained through the Copyright Clearance Center.

Note: Attention is called to the possibility that implementation of this standard may require use of subject mat-
ter covered by patent rights. By publication of this standard, no position is taken with respect to the existence or
validity of any patent rights in connection therewith. The IEEE shall not be responsible for identifying patents
for which a license may be required by an IEEE standard or for conducting inquiries into the legal validity or
scope of those patents that are brought to its attention.
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Introduction
(This introduction is not part of IEEE Std 1217-2001, IEEE Guide for Preservative Treatment of Wood Distribution and
Transmission Line Structures.)

The most common material used for the construction of distribution and transmission lines, especially in the 69kV
through 345 kV range, is wood. In order to protect wood from decay and insects, it must be treated with preservatives.
There are several different types of preservatives and different methods of treatment. This guide provides the engineer
with technical information on preservatives and how to properly specify them when purchasing preservative treated
wood poles and crossarms.

At the time this guide was being drafted, the IEEE Wood Structure Working Group had the following
participants and/or contributors:

Robert C. Peters, Chair

The following members of the balloting committee voted on this standard. Balloters may have voted for
approval, disapproval, or abstention.

Oscar C. Amrhyn
Nelson G. Bingel, III
Gary Boos
Tom Bozeman
Michael Brucato
Bill Calhoun
Sam Cluts
Len Consalvo
Glen Davidson
Frank Denbrock
Ed Dziedzic
Dale Easley
William G. Eisinger

James S. Graham
George Green
Jerome G. Hanson
Steve Harrison
Donald G. Heald
Richard W. Hensel
Bruce Hess
Magdi F. Ishac
Nunnally Johnson
Bob Kluge
Samy Krishnasamy
Hong-To Lam
Jim Larkey
Robert Lash

Robert Latham
Arny Milbright
Russell C. Moody
Harry W. Ng
Dean Oskvig
Orville J. Plum
Joe Pohlman
Steve Powell
Patrick D. Quinn
Karen Rowe
Steve Smith
Andrew H. Stewart
Nevins H. Wilburn

James E. Applequist
Nelson G. Bingel
Gernot K. Brandt
Joseph F. Buch
James F. Christensen
F. Leonard Consalvo
Glenn A. Davidson
Frank A. Denbrock
Nicholas J. DeSantis
Jon M. Ferguson
Frank Ferracane

Edwin J. Goodwin
Jerome G. Hanson
Richard W. Hensel
Magdi F. Ishac
Ralph O. Jones
George G. Karady
Leon Kempner
Robert O. Kluge
Donald E. Koonce
Daleep C. Mohla
Yakov Motlis

George B. Niles
Robert G. Oswald
Robert C. Peters
Orville J. Plum
Patrick D. Quinn
Ron Randle
Donald R. Ruthman
Donald Sandell
Neil P. Schmidt
Stephen F. Smith
Daniel J. Ward
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When the IEEE-SA Standards Board approved this standard on 14 June 2001, it had the following
membership:

Donald N. Heirman, Chair
James T. Carlo, Vice Chair
Judith Gorman, Secretary

*Member Emeritus

Also included is the following nonvoting IEEE-SA Standards Board liaison:

Alan Cookson, NIST Representative
Donald R. Volzka, TAB Representative

Jennifer McClain Longman
IEEE Standards Project Editor

Satish K. Aggarwal
Mark D. Bowman
Gary R. Engmann
Harold E. Epstein
H. Landis Floyd
Jay Forster*
Howard M. Frazier
Ruben D. Garzon

James H. Gurney
Richard J. Holleman
Lowell G. Johnson
Robert J. Kennelly
Joseph L. Koepfinger*
Peter H. Lips
L. Bruce McClung
Daleep C. Mohla

James W. Moore
Robert F. Munzner
Ronald C. Petersen
Gerald H. Peterson
John B. Posey
Gary S. Robinson
Akio Tojo
Donald W. Zipse
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