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Foreword

(This Foreword is not part of IEEE Std 165-1977, Standard Definitions of Terms for Analog Computers.)

Since 1958, when its Subcommittee on Analog Computers — Definitions and Symbols — initi-
ated work on definitions for analog computer terms, the IEEE has been actively involved in the
standardization of terminology relating to electronic computers. The need for standardized termi-
nology in electrical and electronics technology was apparent from the earliest days of the IEEE’s
predecessor societies, and much of the significant standards contribution during the last eighty
years has been in standard definitions.

The work was performed by the Standards Subcommittee on Analog and Hybrid Linkage Com-
ponents, chaired by Arthur I. Rubin, who was the sole contributor. Many thanks are due to those
who made helpful comments and suggestions for improving the definitions. These include A.
Anuff, B. B. Barrow, G. S. Axelby, G. H. McAfee, and W. T. Wintringham. In addition, the Stan-
dards Committee of the Society for Computer Simulation also reviewed this standard.

The first edition of IEEE Std 165-1963 was approved in 1962 and published in the following
year. That standard was reaffirmed in 1972, and work on the present revision was undertaken
shortly thereafter. In addition to this revised standards document, the IEEE Computer Society
has undertaken more than a dozen specialized computer definition standards projects which are
in progress at the time this revision is published. It is hoped that this work will substantially im-
prove communications between all those working within the technology.
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