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Foreword 
(This Foreword is not a part of I E E E Std 346-1973, I E E E Standard Definitions in Power Operations Terminology 
Including Terms for Report ing and Analyzing Outages of Electrical Transmission and Distribution Facilities and 
Interruptions to Customer Service.) 

T h e p u r p o s e o f these de f in i t i ons is t o foster u n i f o r m i t y a n d s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n o f l a n g u a g e a m o n g 
eng inee r s e n g a g e d in r epor t ing , a n a l y z i n g , a n d p r e d i c t i n g ou t ages o f t r a n s m i s s i o n a n d dis tr ibu­
t ion faci l i t ies a n d in t e r rup t ions t o c u s t o m e r s . W h i l e the p r o p o s e d de f in i t i ons are n o t i n t e n d e d t o 
be spec i f ic i n s t r u c t i o n s for r epo r t i ng ou t ages o f faci l i t ies a n d i n t e r rup t ions t o c u s t o m e r s , use o f 
s t anda rd i zed de f in i t i ons s h o u l d fac i l i ta te e x c h a n g e s o f d a t a b e t w e e n worke r s in t he field. T h e 
p r e p a r a t i o n o f s t a n d a r d de f in i t i ons o f t e rms m a y be r ega rded as a first s tep before p o o l i n g o f da t a 
b e t w e e n ut i l i t ies c a n be success fu l ly a c c o m p l i s h e d . 
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1. Glossary of Power Operations Terms 

b u r n u p , n u c l e a r . (1) A m e a s u r e o f n u c l e a r 
r eac to r fuel c o n s u m p t i o n , u sua l ly expressed 
as ene rgy p r o d u c e d per un i t w e i g h t o f fuel 
e x p o s e d ( m e g a w a t t - d a y s per m e t r i c t o n o f 
fuel ) . (2) P e r c e n t a g e o f fuel a t o m s t ha t h a v e 
u n d e r g o n e f iss ion ( a t o m p e r c e n t b u r n u p ) . 

c apab i l i t y . T h e m a x i m u m l o a d - c a r r y i n g abi l i ­
t y expressed in k i l o v o l t - a m p e r e s o r k i l o w a t t s 
o f gene ra t i ng e q u i p m e n t o r o t h e r e lec t r ica l 
a p p a r a t u s u n d e r spec i f i ed c o n d i t i o n s for a giv­
e n t i m e in t e rva l . 

c a p a b i l i t y , e m e r g e n c y t r a n s f e r ( m a x i m u m 
t r ansmis s ion t ransfer c a p a b i l i t y ) . T h e m a x ­
i m u m a m o u n t o f p o w e r t ha t c a n be t rans­
m i t t e d f o l l o w i n g a loss o f t r a n s m i s s i o n o r gen ­
e r a t i on c a p a c i t y w i t h o u t c a u s i n g a d d i t i o n a l 
t r a n s m i s s i o n o u t a g e s . 

c apab i l i t y , ex t ended . T h e g e n e r a t i n g capab i l i ­
t y i n c r e m e n t in excess o f ne t d e p e n d a b l e c a p a ­
b i l i ty w h i c h c a n be o b t a i n e d u n d e r e m e r g e n c y 
o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s . 

c apab i l i t y , h y d r o . T h e c a p a b i l i t y supp l i ed b y 
h y d r o e l e c t r i c sou rce s u n d e r spec i f ied wate r 
c o n d i t i o n s . 

c a p a b i l i t y m a r g i n . T h e d i f fe rence b e t w e e n ca ­
pab i l i t y a n d s y s t e m l o a d . 

c apab i l i t y , net . T h e m a x i m u m g e n e r a t i o n ex­
pressed in k i l o w a t t - h o u r s per h o u r w h i c h a 
g e n e r a t i n g un i t , s t a t ion , p o w e r s o u r c e , o r sys­
t e m c a n b e e x p e c t e d t o s u p p l y u n d e r o p t i m u m 
o p e r a t i n g c o n d i t i o n s . 

c apab i l i t y , ne t a s su red . T h e ne t d e p e n d a b l e 
c a p a b i l i t y o f all p o w e r sou rces ava i l ab le t o a 
sy s t em, i n c l u d i n g f i rm p o w e r c o n t r a c t s a n d 
a p p l i c a b l e e m e r g e n c y i n t e r c h a n g e ag ree ­
m e n t s , less tha t reserve ass igned t o p r o v i d e for 
s c h e d u l e d m a i n t e n a n c e ou tages , e q u i p m e n t 

a n d o p e r a t i n g l imi t a t i ons , a n d fo rced ou tages 
o f p o w e r sources . 

capab i l i t y , net d e p e n d a b l e . T h e m a x i m u m 
gene ra t i on , expressed in k i l o w a t t - h o u r s per 
h o u r w h i c h a gene ra t i ng uni t , s t a t ion , p o w e r 
s o u r c e , o r s y s t e m c a n be d e p e n d e d u p o n to 
s u p p l y o n the basis o f average o p e r a t i n g c o n ­
d i t i o n s . 

c a p a b i l i t y , n o r m a l t ransfer ( t r ansmiss ion) . 
T h e m a x i m u m a m o u n t o f p o w e r tha t c a n be 
t r a n s m i t t e d c o n t i n u o u s l y . 

capab i l i t y , p u m p e d - s t o r a g e h y d r o . T h e capa ­
b i l i ty supp l i ed b y h y d r o - e l e c t r i c sou rces unde r 
spec i f ied wa te r c o n d i t i o n s us ing a reservoir 
t ha t is a l t e rna te ly fi l led b y p u m p i n g a n d 
dep le t ed b y genera t ing . 

capab i l i t y , s t eam. T h e m a x i m u m ne t capabi l i ­
t y o f s t e a m gene ra t i ng un i t s w h i c h c a n be 
o b t a i n e d u n d e r n o r m a l o p e r a t i n g p rac t i ce s for 
a g iven p e r i o d o f t i m e as d e m o n s t r a t e d b y 
to ta l p l a n t tests. U n i t s c a n be ra ted at over ­
pressure a n d w i t h t o p hea ters ou t , p r o v i d i n g 
o n e is wi l l ing t o o p e r a t e u n d e r these c o n d i ­
t i o n s a n d has d e v e l o p e d n o r m a l p rocedu re s 
for s u c h o p e r a t i o n . T h e effects o f a n y seasona l 
c h a n g e s in c o o l i n g wa te r t e m p e r a t u r e are t o 
be t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t . 

c apab i l i t y , total for load . T h e ne t d e p e n d a b l e 
c a p a b i l i t y ava i l ab le t o a s y s t e m f rom all 
s o u r c e s i n c l u d i n g p u r c h a s e s . 

c a p a c i t y . T h e ra ted l o a d - c a r r y i n g ab i l i ty ex­
pressed in k i l o v o l t - a m p e r e s o r k i l owa t t s o f 
g e n e r a t i n g e q u i p m e n t o r o t h e r e lec t r ica l ap­
pa ra tus . 

c a p a c i t y fac to r . T h e ra t io o f t he average l o a d 
o n a m a c h i n e or e q u i p m e n t for t he pe r iod o f 
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