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IEEE Standards documents are developed within the Technical Committees of the IEEE Societies and the Standards
Coordinating Committees of the IEEE Standards Board. Members of the committees serve voluntarily and without
compensation. They are not necessarily members of the Institute. The standards developed within IEEE represent a
consensus of the broad expertise on the subject within the Institute as well as those activities outside of IEEE which
have expressed an interest in participating in the development of the standard.

Use of an IEEE Standard is wholly voluntary. The existence of an IEEE Standard does not imply that there are no other
ways to produce, test, measure, purchase, market, or provide other goods and services related to the scope of the IEEE
Standard. Furthermore, the viewpoint expressed at the time a standard is approved and issued is subject to change
brought about through developments in the state of the art and comments received from users of the standard. Every
IEEE Standard is subjected to review at least once every five years for revision or reaffirmation. When a document is
more than five years old, and has not been reaffirmed, it is reasonable to conclude that its contents, although still of
some value, do not wholly reflect the present state of the art. Users are cautioned to check to determine that they have
the latest edition of any IEEE Standard.

Comments for revision of IEEE Standards are welcome from any interested party, regardless of membership affiliation
with IEEE. Suggestions for changes in documents should be in the form of a proposed change of text, together with
appropriate supporting comments.

Interpretations: Occasionally question may arise regarding the meaning of portions of standards as they relate to
specific applications. When the need for interpretations is brought to the attention of IEEE, the Institute will initiate
action to prepare appropriate responses. Since IEEE Standards represent a consensus of all concerned interests, it is
important to ensure that any interpretation has also received the concurrence of a balance of interests. For this reason
IEEE and the members of its technical committees are not able to provide an instant response to interpretation requests
except in those cases where the matter has previously received formal consideration.

Comments on standards and requests for interpretations should be addressed to:

Secretary, IEEE Standards Board
345 East Tn Street
New York, NY 10017
USA
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Foreword

(This Foreword is not a part of ANSI/IEEE Std 799-1987, IEEE Guide for Handling and Disposal of Transformer Grade Insulating
Liquids Containing PCBs.)

This guide was prepared by the Subcommittee on Insulating Fluids of the Transformers Committee of the IEEE Power
Engineering Society. The purpose of the guide is to bring to the attention of anyone handling askarels or mineral oils
containing PCBs the sensitivity of these materials and to advise them of procedures for handling and analyzing them.
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An American National Standard

IEEE Guide for Handling and Disposal of 
Transformer Grade Insulating Liquids 
Containing PCBs

1. Introduction

This guide applies only to the United States and its territories. Beginning in 1979, the US Environmental Protection
Agency issued the “Final Rule” (CFR, Title 40, Part 761 [7]1). This rule implements the provisions of the Toxic
Substance Control Act (TSCA) ban on polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs).

Electrical equipment manufacturers, owners, operators, and maintenance personnel who utilize PCBs or conduct
maintenance or manufacturing operations through which PCBs can be encountered are subject to the new regulations.
There are requirements for identification, labeling, and servicing equipment, and handling and disposal of equipment
and materials. There are also requirements for handling spills and leaks and for keeping comprehensive records.

The specific purpose of this guide is to cover in detail the procedures for handling askarels and mineral insulating oil
that contain PCBs, and to describe the analytical procedures for measuring them.

It is not the intent of this guide to contravene in any way any elements of CFR, Title 40, Part 761 [7] or any state or
local regulations.

2. Scope

The scope of this guide is to describe the requirements for handling and disposal of the transformer grade insulating
liquids containing PCBs; the definition of PCB levels in electrical insulating liquids; the analytical method of detection
and measurement of the PCBs in electrical insulating liquids; and regulations covering the identification and the
disposal of electrical insulating liquids containing PCBs.

1The numbers in brackets correspond to those reference listed in Section 4.
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