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IEEE Standards documents are developed within the IEEE Societies and the Standards Coordinating Committees of the
IEEE Standards Association (IEEE-SA) Standards Board. The IEEE develops its standards through a consensus develop-
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any express or implied warranty, including any implied warranty of merchantability or fitness for a specific purpose, or that
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In publishing and making this document available, the IEEE is not suggesting or rendering professional or other services
for, or on behalf of, any person or entity. Nor is the IEEE undertaking to perform any duty owed by any other person or
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petent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in any given circumstances.

Interpretations: Occasionally questions may arise regarding the meaning of portions of standards as they relate to specific
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appropriate responses. Since IEEE Standards represent a consensus of concerned interests, it is important to ensure that any
interpretation has also received the concurrence of a balance of interests. For this reason, IEEE and the members of its soci-
eties and Standards Coordinating Committees are not able to provide an instant response to interpretation requests except in
those cases where the matter has previously received formal consideration. At lectures, symposia, seminars, or educational
courses, an individual presenting information on IEEE standards shall make it clear that his or her views should be considered
the personal views of that individual rather than the formal position, explanation, or interpretation of the IEEE. 

Comments for revision of IEEE Standards are welcome from any interested party, regardless of membership affiliation with
IEEE. Suggestions for changes in documents should be in the form of a proposed change of text, together with appropriate
supporting comments. Comments on standards and requests for interpretations should be addressed to:

Secretary, IEEE-SA Standards Board

445 Hoes Lane

Piscataway, NJ 08854 USA

Authorization to photocopy portions of any individual standard for internal or personal use is granted by the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Inc., provided that the appropriate fee is paid to Copyright Clearance Center. To
arrange for payment of licensing fee, please contact Copyright Clearance Center, Customer Service, 222 Rosewood Drive,
Danvers, MA 01923 USA; +1 978 750 8400. Permission to photocopy portions of any individual standard for educational
classroom use can also be obtained through the Copyright Clearance Center.

NOTE−Attention is called to the possibility that implementation of this standard may require use of subject
matter covered by patent rights. By publication of this standard, no position is taken with respect to the exist-
ence or validity of any patent rights in connection therewith. The IEEE shall not be responsible for identifying
patents for which a license may be required by an IEEE standard or for conducting inquiries into the legal valid-
ity or scope of those patents that are brought to its attention.
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Introduction

IEEE Std 802.11j-2004 provides mechanisms for signalling compliance with regulatory domain require-
ments of the USA, Europe, and Japan; for extending 5 GHz orthogonal frequency division multiplexing
(OFDM) physical layer (PHY) operation outdoors; and for 5 GHz OFDM PHY operation in nonoverlapping
10 MHz channel spacing.

Notice to users

Errata

Errata, if any, for this and all other standards can be accessed at the following URL: http://
standards.ieee.org/reading/ieee/updates/errata/index.html. Users are encouraged to check this URL for
errata periodically.

Interpretations

Current interpretations can be accessed at the following URL: http://standards.ieee.org/reading/ieee/interp/
index.html.

Patents

Attention is called to the possibility that implementation of this standard may require use of subject matter
covered by patent rights. By publication of this standard, no position is taken with respect to the existence or
validity of any patent rights in connection therewith. The IEEE shall not be responsible for identifying
patents or patent applications for which a license may be required to implement an IEEE standard or for
conducting inquiries into the legal validity or scope of those patents that are brought to its attention.

Participants

At the time the draft of this amendment was sent to sponsor ballot, the IEEE 802.11 Working Group had the
following officers:

Stuart J. Kerry, Chair
Al Petrick and Harry Worstell, Vice-Chairs

Tim Godfrey, Secretary
Brian Mathews, Publicity Standing Committee

Teik-Kheong Tan, Wireless Next Generation Standing Committee
Terry L. Cole, Editor

[This introduction is not part of IEEE Std 802.11j-2004, IEEE Standard for Information
Technology—Telecommunications and Information Exchange Between Systems—Local and
Metropolitan Area Networks—Specific Requirements—Part 11: Wireless LAN Medium Access
Control (MAC) and Physical Layer (PHY) Specifications—Amendment 7: 4.9 GHz–5 GHz Opera-
tion in Japan.]
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IEEE Standard for 
Information technology—

Telecommunications and information
exchange between systems—

Local and metropolitan area networks—

Specific requirements

Part 11: Wireless LAN Medium Access Control (MAC) 
and Physical Layer (PHY) Specifications

Amendment 7: 4.9 GHz–5 GHz Operation 
in Japan

[This amendment is based on IEEE Std 802.11™, 1999 Edition (Reaff 2003), as amended by IEEE
Stds 802.11a™-1999, 802.11b™-1999, 802.11b™-1999/Cor 1-2001, 802.11d™-2001, 802.11g™-2003,
802.11h™-2003, and 802.11i™-2004.]

NOTE—The editing instructions contained in this amendment define how to merge the material contained herein into
the existing base standard and its other amendments to form the comprehensive standard. 

The editing instructions are shown in bold italic. Four editing instructions are used: change, delete, insert, and replace.
Change is used to make small corrections in existing text or tables. The editing instruction specifies the location of the
change and describes what is being changed either by using strikethrough (to remove old material) or underscore (to add
new material). Delete removes existing material. Insert adds new material without disturbing the existing material.
Insertions may require renumbering. If so, renumbering instructions are given in the editing instructions. Replace is used
to make large changes in existing text, subclauses, tables, or figures by removing existing material and replacing it with
new material. Editorial notes will not be carried over into future editions.

3. Definitions

Insert the following definition in alphabetical order into Clause 3, renumbering as necessary:

3.122 channel spacing: Nonoverlapping, adjacent channel, center frequency spacing for radio transmitters.

End of changes to Clause 3.
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7. Frame formats

7.3 Management frame body components

7.3.2 Information elements

7.3.2.12 Country information element

Replace Figure 42a with the following:

Change the second paragraph of 7.3.2.12 as shown:

The element identifier for this information element shall be 7. The length of the information element is vari-
able, as the element may contain more than one triplet comprising the First Channel Number, Number of
Channels, and Maximum Transmit Power Level fields and referred to as subband triplets. Alternatively,
where dot11RegulatoryClassesRequired is true and the First Channel Number/Regulatory Extension Identi-
fier octet has a positive integer value of 201 or greater, then that triplet comprises the Regulatory Extension
Identifier, Regulatory Class, and Coverage Class fields. Together they are referred to as a regulatory triplet.
The minimum length of the information element is 8 octets.

Change the fourth paragraph of 7.3.2.12 as shown:

The First Channel Number/Regulatory Extension Identifier field shall be 1 octet in length. If the field has a
positive integer value less than 201, then it shall contain a positive integer value that indicates the lowest
channel number in the subband described in this information element. The group of channels described by
each pair of the First Channel Number and the Number of Channels fields shall not have overlapping chan-
nel identifiers. [For example, the pairs (2,4) and (5,2) overlap and shall not be used together.] The First
Channel Number field shall be monotonically increasing where dot11RegulatoryClassesRequired is not true.

Where dot11RegulatoryClassesRequired is true, consecutive subband triplets following a regulatory triplet
shall have monotonically increasing First Channel Number fields.

Figure 42a—Country information element

Element ID Length

Country String (Octets 1, 2)

Country String (Octet 3) First Channel Number/
Regulatory Extension Identifier

Number of Channels/
Regulatory Class

Maximum Transmit Power Level/
Coverage Class

First Channel Number/
Regulatory Extension Identifier

Number of Channels/
Regulatory Class

Maximum Transmit Power Level/
Coverage Class

. . .

First Channel Number Number of Channels

Maximum Transmit Power Level Pad (if needed)
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After the sixth paragraph in 7.3.2.12, insert the following text and renumber tables as necessary:

A regulatory class is an index into a set of values for radio equipment sets of rules. The Regulatory Class
field shall be 1 octet in length.

A coverage class is an index into a set of values for aAirPropagationTime. The Coverage Class field shall be
1 octet in length.

The Coverage Class field of the regulatory triplet specifies the aAirPropagationTime characteristic used in
basic service set (BSS) operation, as shown in Table 20.1a. The characteristic aAirPropagationTime
describes variations in actual propagation time that are accounted for in a BSS and, together with maximum
transmit power level, allow control of BSS diameter.

Table 20.1a—Coverage Class field parameters

Coverage class 
value

aAirPropagationTime 
(µs)

0 ≤ 1

1 3

2 6

3 9

4 12

5 15

6 18

7 21

8 24

9 27

10 30

11 33

12 36

13 39

14 42

15 45

16 48

17 51

18 54

19 57

20 60

21 63

22 66
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