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Committees of the IEEE Societies and the Standards Coordinating 
Committees of the IEEE Standards Board. Members of the committees 
serve voluntarily and without compensation. They are not necessarily 
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represent a consensus of the broad expertise on the subject within the 
Institute as well as those activities outside of IEEE which have ex- 
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Use of an IEEE Standard is wholly voluntary. The existence of an 
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Foreword 

(This foreword is not a part of IEEE Std 802.4b-1992.) 

This standard is part of a family of standards for local and metropolitan area networks. 
The relationship between the standard and other members of the family is shown below. 
(The numbers ir 1 he figure refer to  IEEE standard numbers.) 
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ISOAEC 8802-3 [ANSIAEEE Std 802.31: CSMNCD Access Method and Physical 
Layer Specifications 

ISOAEC 8802-4 [ANSI/IEEE Std 802.41: Token Bus Access Method and Physical 
Layer Specifications 

t The 802 Architecture and Overview Specification, originally known as IEEE Std 802.1A, has been renumbered as 
IEEE Std 802. This has been done to accommodate recognition of the base standard in a family of standards. 
References to IEEE Std 802.1A should be considered as references to IEEE Std 802. 
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ISO/IEC 8802-5 [ANSUIEEE Std 802.51: Token Ring Access Method and Physical 
Layer Specifications 

IEEE Std  802.6: 

IEEE Std 802.10: 

Metropolitan Area Network Access Method 
and Physical Layer Specifications 

Interoperable Local Area Network (LAN) 
Security (SILS), Secure Data Exchange 

In addition to the family of standards the following is a recommended practice for a common 
technology: 

IEEE Std 802.7: IEEE Recommended Practice for Broad- 
band Local Area Networks 

The reader of this document is urged to become familiar with the complete family of 
standards. 

Conformance Test Methodology 

A new standards series, identified by the number 1802, has been established to identify 
the conformance test methodology documents for the 802 family of standards. This makes 
the correspondence between the various 802 standards and their applicable conformance test 
requirements readily apparent. Thus the conformance test documents for 802.3 are 
numbered 1802.3, the conformance test documents for 802.5 will be 1802.5, and so on. 
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IEEE Standards for Local and Metropolitan Area Networks: 

Supplement to Token-Passing Bus Access Method and 
Physical Layer Specifications 

Enhancements for Physical Layer Diversity 
(Redundant Media Control Unit) 

0. Introduction to Supplement 

This supplement adds a recommendation for employing diversity in the Physical Layer of 
token-passing bus systems conforming to  02-4 : 1990 [ANSIDEEE Std 802.4- 
19901. The material contained in this suppl be incorporated into the body of this 
standard when it is next revised. This suppl a structure that is similar to ISO/IEC 
8802-4 : 1990 in order to facilitate cross-reference between the two documents and the 
eventual incorporation of this supplement into ISO/I 02-4 : 1990. Directions for that 
incorporation are in an italic typeface in this suppleme 

4 : 1990. 

1. Introduction and Overview 
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