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IEEE Standards documents are developed within the Technical Com-
mittees of the IEEE Societies and the Standards Coordinating Committees
of the IEEE Standards Board. Members of the committees serve volun-
tarily and without compensation. They are not necessarily members of the
Institute. The standards developed within IEEE represent a consensus of
the broad expertise on the subject within the Institute as well as those
activities outside of IEEE which have expressed an interest in participating
in the development of the standard.

Use of an IEEE Standard is wholly voluntary. The existence of an IEEE
Standard does not imply that there are no other ways to produce, test,
measure, purchase, market, or provide other goods and services related
to the scope of the IEEE Standard. Furthermore, the viewpoint expressed
at the time a standard is approved and issued is subject to change brought
about through developments in the state of the art and comments received
from users of the standard. Every IEEE Standard is subjected to review
at least once every five years for revision or reaffirmation. When a doc-
ument is more than five years old, and has not been reaffirmed, it is
reasonable to conclude that its contents, although still of some value, do
not wholly reflect the present state of the art. Users are cautioned to
check to determine that they have the latest edition of any IEEE Standard.

Comments for revision of IEEE Standards are welcome from any in-
terested party, regardless of membership affiliation with IEEE. Sugges-
tions for changes in documents should be in the form of a proposed change
of text, together with appropriate supporting comments.

Interpretations: Occasionally questions may arise regarding the mean-
ing of portions of standards as they relate to specific applications. When
the need for interpretations is brought to the attention of IEEE, the
Institute will initiate action to prepare appropriate responses. Since IEEE
Standards represent a consensus of all concerned interests, it is important
to ensure that any interpretation has also received the concurrence of a
balance of interests. For this reason IEEE and the members of its technical
committees are not able to provide an instant response to interpretation
requests except in those cases where the matter has previously received
formal consideration.

Comments on standards and requests for interpretations should be ad-
dressed to:

Secretary, IEEE Standards Board
345 East 47th Street

New York, NY 10017

USA
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Foreword

(This Foreword is not a part of IEEE Std 990-1987, IEEE Recommended Practice for Ada As a Design Language.)

Software Engineering is an emerging field. As part of that process, the Department of Defense
initiated, and ANSI approved, ANSI/MIL-STD-1815A-1983, which defines the Ada* Programming
Language. In recent years, there has been a growing demand for the use of Ada as a Program Design
Language (PDL). Recognizing that an adequate definition of an Ada PDL did not exist, a project was
approved in March 1983 to provide that definition as part of a voluntary consensus process. This
recommended practice is the result of that process.

This is one of an evolving set of integrated software engineering standards; for example,

ANSI/IEEE Std 729-1983, IEEE Standard Glossary of Software Engineering Terminology

ANSI/IEEE Std 730-1984, IEEE Standard for Software Quality Assurance Plans

ANSI/IEEE Std 828-1983, IEEE Standard for Software Configuration Management Plans

ANSI/IEEE Std 829-1983, IEEE Standard for Software Test Documentation

ANSI/IEEE Std 830-1983, IEEE Guide for Software Requirement Specifications

ANSI/IEEE Std 983-1986, IEEE Guide for Software Quality Assurance Planning

ANSI/IEEE Std 1008-1987, IEEE Standard for Software Unit Testing
This recommended practice may be used either in conjunction with those standards or separately.

As a recommended practice, this document should be helpful to PDL designers, PDL evaluators,
software designers, and other members of the software engineering community concerned with the
use of Ada as a PDL.

Members of the Executive Steering Committee were as follows:

Robert M. Blasewitz, Chairman Mark S. Gerhardt, Vice-Chairman
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Dianna H. Peet, Secretary

Michael J. Devlin Michael Gordon Charlene Hayden
Debbie Faith Thomas J. Walsh

*Ada is a registered trademark of the United States Government, Department of Defense, (Ada Joint Program Office'.
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