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ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδσ

 

 δοχυµεντσ αρε δεϖελοπεδ ωιτηιν τηε Τεχηνιχαλ Χοµµιττεεσ οφ τηε

ΙΕΕΕ Σοχιετιεσ ανδ τηε Στανδαρδσ Χοορδινατινγ Χοµµιττεεσ οφ τηε ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδσ

Βοαρδ. Μεµβερσ οφ τηε χοµµιττεεσ σερϖε ϖολυνταριλψ ανδ ωιτηουτ χοµπενσατιον.

Τηεψ αρε νοτ νεχεσσαριλψ µεµβερσ οφ τηε Ινστιτυτε. Τηε στανδαρδσ δεϖελοπεδ ωιτηιν

ΙΕΕΕ ρεπρεσεντ α χονσενσυσ οφ τηε βροαδ εξπερτισε ον τηε συβϕεχτ ωιτηιν τηε Ινστιτυτε

ασ ωελλ ασ τηοσε αχτιϖιτιεσ ουτσιδε οφ ΙΕΕΕ τηατ ηαϖε εξπρεσσεδ αν ιντερεστ ιν παρτιχι−

πατινγ ιν τηε δεϖελοπµεντ οφ τηε στανδαρδ.

Υσε οφ αν ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδ ισ ωηολλψ ϖολυνταρψ. Τηε εξιστενχε οφ αν ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδ

δοεσ νοτ ιµπλψ τηατ τηερε αρε νο οτηερ ωαψσ το προδυχε, τεστ, µεασυρε, πυρχηασε, µαρ−

κετ, ορ προϖιδε οτηερ γοοδσ ανδ σερϖιχεσ ρελατεδ το τηε σχοπε οφ τηε ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδ.

Φυρτηερµορε, τηε ϖιεωποιντ εξπρεσσεδ ατ τηε τιµε α στανδαρδ ισ αππροϖεδ ανδ ισσυεδ ισ

συβϕεχτ το χηανγε βρουγητ αβουτ τηρουγη δεϖελοπµεντσ ιν τηε στατε οφ τηε αρτ ανδ χοµ−

µεντσ ρεχειϖεδ φροµ υσερσ οφ τηε στανδαρδ. Εϖερψ ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδ ισ συβϕεχτεδ το

ρεϖιεω ατ λεαστ εϖερψ ⇒ϖε ψεαρσ φορ ρεϖισιον ορ ρεαφ⇒ρµατιον. Ωηεν α δοχυµεντ ισ

µορε τηαν ⇒ϖε ψεαρσ ολδ ανδ ηασ νοτ βεεν ρεαφ⇒ρµεδ, ιτ ισ ρεασοναβλε το χονχλυδε τηατ

ιτσ χοντεντσ, αλτηουγη στιλλ οφ σοµε ϖαλυε, δο νοτ ωηολλψ ρε⇓εχτ τηε πρεσεντ στατε οφ τηε

αρτ. Υσερσ αρε χαυτιονεδ το χηεχκ το δετερµινε τηατ τηεψ ηαϖε τηε λατεστ εδιτιον οφ ανψ

ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδ.

Χοµµεντσ φορ ρεϖισιον οφ ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδσ αρε ωελχοµε φροµ ανψ ιντερεστεδ παρτψ,

ρεγαρδλεσσ οφ µεµβερσηιπ αφ⇒λιατιον ωιτη ΙΕΕΕ. Συγγεστιονσ φορ χηανγεσ ιν δοχυ−

µεντσ σηουλδ βε ιν τηε φορµ οφ α προποσεδ χηανγε οφ τεξτ, τογετηερ ωιτη αππροπριατε

συππορτινγ χοµµεντσ.

Ιντερπρετατιονσ: Οχχασιοναλλψ θυεστιονσ µαψ αρισε ρεγαρδινγ τηε µεανινγ οφ πορτιονσ

οφ στανδαρδσ ασ τηεψ ρελατε το σπεχι⇒χ αππλιχατιονσ. Ωηεν τηε νεεδ φορ ιντερπρετατιονσ

ισ βρουγητ το τηε αττεντιον οφ ΙΕΕΕ, τηε Ινστιτυτε ωιλλ ινιτιατε αχτιον το πρεπαρε αππρο−

πριατε ρεσπονσεσ. Σινχε ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδσ ρεπρεσεντ α χονσενσυσ οφ αλλ χονχερνεδ ιντερ−

εστσ, ιτ ισ ιµπορταντ το ενσυρε τηατ ανψ ιντερπρετατιον ηασ αλσο ρεχειϖεδ τηε χονχυρρενχε

οφ α βαλανχε οφ ιντερεστσ. Φορ τηισ ρεασον ΙΕΕΕ ανδ τηε µεµβερσ οφ ιτσ τεχηνιχαλ χοµ−

µιττεεσ αρε νοτ αβλε το προϖιδε αν ινσταντ ρεσπονσε το ιντερπρετατιον ρεθυεστσ εξχεπτ ιν

τηοσε χασεσ ωηερε τηε µαττερ ηασ πρεϖιουσλψ ρεχειϖεδ φορµαλ χονσιδερατιον. 

Χοµµεντσ ον στανδαρδσ ανδ ρεθυεστσ φορ ιντερπρετατιονσ σηουλδ βε αδδρεσσεδ το:

Σεχρεταρψ, ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδσ Βοαρδ

445 Ηοεσ Λανε

Π.Ο. Βοξ 1331

Πισχαταωαψ, Νϑ 08855−1331

ΥΣΑ

ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδσ δοχυµεντσ αρε αδοπτεδ βψ τηε Ινστιτυτε οφ Ελεχτριχαλ ανδ Ελεχτρονιχσ

Ενγινεερσ ωιτηουτ ρεγαρδ το ωηετηερ τηειρ αδοπτιον µαψ ινϖολϖε πατεντσ ον αρτιχλεσ,

µατεριαλσ, ορ προχεσσεσ/ Συχη αδοπτιον δοεσ νοτ ασσυµε ανψ λιαβιλιτψ το ανψ πατεντ

οωνερ, νορ δοεσ ιτ ασσυµε ανψ οβλιγατιον ωηατεϖερ το παρτιεσ αδοπτινγ τηε στανδαρδσ

δοχυµεντσ.
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Ιντροδυχτιον

 

(Τηισ ιντροδυχτιον ισ νοτ παρτ οφ ΙΕΕΕ Στδ Χ37.102−1995, ΙΕΕΕ Γυιδε φορ ΑΧ Γενερατορ Προτεχτιον.)

 

ΙΕΕΕ Στδ Χ37.102 ωασ ινιτιαλλψ πυβλισηεδ ιν 1987. Ιτ ωασ συβσεθυεντλψ ρεαφ⇒ρµεδ ιν 1990. Τηε γυιδε ισ

δεσιγνεδ φορ τηε προτεχτιον οφ τψπιχαλ στρεαµ, ηψδραυλιχ, ανδ χοµβυστιον−τυρβινε γενερατορσ. Ανψ σχηεµε

τηατ ισ ϕυδγεδ το βε α γοοδ αλτερνατιϖε πραχτιχε φορ γενερατορ προτεχτιον ισ ινχλυδεδ ιν τηε γυιδε. Νεω

σχηεµεσ τηατ ηαϖε γαινεδ αχχεπτανχε ανδ υσαγε ηαϖε βεεν αδδεδ το τηε γυιδε.

Ιν τηε ρεϖισιον οφ ΙΕΕΕ Στδ Χ37.102−1987, σεϖεραλ αρεασ ωερε ιµπροϖεδ. Αµονγ τηε µοστ νοταβλε αρε ασ

φολλοωσ:

∇ Τηε προτεχτιον οφ γενερατορσ φορ ιναδϖερτεντ ενεργιζινγ ηασ βεεν υπδατεδ ανδ ινχλυδεσ νεω, ωιδελψ

υσεδ σχηεµεσ.

∇ Τηε ϖολταγε τρανσφορµερσ χλαυσε ηασ βεεν χηανγεδ το ιµπροϖε τηε δεσχριπτιον οφ φερρορεσονανχε πρε−

ϖεντιον ανδ τηε αδδιτιον οφ τωο σχηεµεσ τηατ υσε χυρρεντ λιµιτινγ ρεσιστορσ. 

∇ Α γασ τυρβινε προτεχτιον σχηεµε ανδ ποωερ τρανσφορµερ προτεχτιον τηρουγη µεχηανιχαλ φαυλτ δετεχ−

τιον ηαϖε βεεν αδδεδ το τηε γυιδε.

∇ Τηε γυιδε ηασ βεεν ρεϖισεδ το αλιγν ωιτη ΙΕΕΕ Στδ Χ37.101−1993, ΙΕΕΕ Γυιδε φορ Γενερατορ Γρουνδ

Προτεχτιον.

∇ Τηε τριππινγ µοδεσ δεσχριβεδ ιν χλαυσε 6 ηαϖε βεεν ρεωριττεν το ρε⇓εχτ τηε χυρρεντ ινδυστρψ πραχτιχεσ.

∇ Τηε ρεφερενχεσ ανδ βιβλιογραπηψ ηαϖε βεεν υπδατεδ. Τεξτ ανδ ⇒γυρεσ ηαϖε βεεν γενεραλλψ ρεϖισεδ φορ

ιµπροϖεδ ρεαδαβιλιτψ ανδ τεχηνιχαλ ενηανχεµεντ.

∇ Τηε γενερατορ µοτορινγ προτεχτιον ηασ βεεν ρεϖισεδ το ρεµοϖε τηοσε δεϖιχεσ υσεδ φορ χοντρολ λογιχ

πυρποσεσ ρατηερ τηαν προτεχτιον πυρποσεσ.

∇ Τηε σψνχηρονιζινγ συβχλαυσε ηασ βεεν εξπανδεδ το ινχλυδε µορε δεταιλσ ον αχχεπταβλε σψνχηρονιζινγ

λιµιτσ.

Ατ τηε τιµε τηισ γυιδε ωασ χοµπλετεδ, τηε Ρεϖισιον οφ ΑΧ Γενερατορ Προτεχτιον Γυιδε Ωορκινγ Γρουπ ηαδ

τηε φολλοωινγ µεµβερσηιπ:

 

Ωιλλιαµ Π. Ωαυδβψ,

 

 

 

Χηαιρ

 

Ηαρδψ ϑ. Κινγ,

 

 

 

ςιχε Χηαιρ

 

Τ. Ρ. Βεχκωιτη Ρ. Ω. Ηαασ Γ. Ρ. Ναιλ
Ω. Α. Ελµορε Ω. Ηαρτµανν Α. Χ. Πιερχε
Ε. Χ. Φεννελλ Ρ. Ηεδδινγ Π. Ω. Ποωελλ
∆. ϑ. Φινλεψ ϑ. Ηορωατη ς. Ρεββαπραγαδα
ϑ. ∆. Γαρδελλ Κ. Χ. Κοζµινσκι ∆. Ω. Σµαηα
Μ. Ρ. Γονζαλεζ Σ. Μαζυµδαρ Χ. Λ. Ωαγνερ
Χ. Η. Γριφ⇒ν Χ. ϑ. Μοζινα Μ. Ψαλλα
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Τηε φολλοωινγ περσονσ ωερε ον τηε βαλλοτινγ χοµµιττεε:

Ωηεν τηε ΙΕΕΕ Στανδαρδσ Βοαρδ αππροϖεδ τηισ στανδαρδ ον 12 ∆εχεµβερ 1995, ιτ ηαδ τηε φολλοωινγ

µεµβερσηιπ:

 

Ε. Γ. Αλ Κιενερ,

 

 Χηαιρ

 

∆οναλδ Χ. Λουγηρψ,

 

 

 

ςιχε Χηαιρ

 

Ανδρεω Γ. Σαλεµ,

 

 

 

Σεχρεταρψ
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Ρ. Ω. Βεχκωιτη Α. Τ. Γιυλιαντε Ροβερτ ∆. Πεττιγρεω
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ϑοην Βοψλε Ε. Α. Γυρο ϑοην Μ. Ποστφοροοση
Β. Βοζοκι Ρ. Ω. Ηαασ Μ. Σ. Σαχηδεϖ
ϑαµεσ Α. Βριγητ Ρ. Ε. Ηαρτ Εϖαν Τ. Σαγε
ϑ. Βυρνωορτη Ιρωιν Ηασενωινκλε Μιριαµ Π. Σανδερσ
Η. ϑ. Χαληουν Χ. Φ. Ηενϖιλλε ϑαµεσ Ε. Στεπηενσ
Χαρλοσ Η. Χαστρο ϑ. Ω. Ηοην Ω. Μ. Στρανγ
Τηοµασ Ω. Χεασε ϑ. ∆. Ηυδδλεστον Μ. ϑ. Σωανσον
ϑοην Ω. Χηαδωιχκ, ϑρ. ϑ. Ω. Ινγλεσον Ριχηαρδ Π. Ταψλορ
Σ. Ρ. Χηανο ϑ. Α. ϑοδιχε ϑαµεσ Τεαγυε
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Στεπηεν Π. Χονραδ Μλαδεν Κεζυνοϖιχ ϑαµεσ Σ. Τηορπ
Μαρκ Ω. Χονροψ Κ. ϑ. Κηυνκηυν ∆εµετριοσ Α. Τζιουϖαρασ
Χαρεψ ϑ. Χοοκ Ω. Χ. Κοτηειµερ ϑοε Τ. Υχηιψαµα
Αλβερτ Ν. ∆αρλινγτον Π. Α. Κοτοσ Ε. Α. Υδρεν
∆ουγλασ Χ. ∆αωσον ϑοην Ρ. Λινδερσ ςιδ. ςαρνεχκασ
Ρ. Ω. ∆εµπσεψ Ω. ϑ. Μαρση, ϑρ. Χηαρλεσ Λ. Ωαγνερ
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Παυλ Ρ. ∆ρυµ Μ. ϑ. Μχ∆οναλδ Τηοµασ Ε. Ωιεδµαν
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ϑαψ Φορστερ∗ ∆. Ν. ϑιµ Λογοτηετισ Χηεε Κιοω Ταν
∆οναλδ Ν. Ηειρµαν Λ. Βρυχε ΜχΧλυνγ Λεοναρδ Λ. Τριππ
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IEEE Guide for AC Generator Protection

1. Overview

1.1 Scope

This application guide for the relay protection of synchronous generators presents a review of the generally

accepted forms of protection for the generator and its excitation system. It summarizes the use of relays and

devices, and serves as a guide for the selection of equipment to obtain adequate protection. The guide is

primarily concerned with protection against faults and abnormal operating conditions for large hydraulic,

steam, and combustion-turbine generators. Basing generator protection on machine size is difficult because

the desired protection may be determined more by the importance of the generator to the power system than

by the size of the generator.

The recommendations made pertain to typical generator installations. However, sufficient background

information relating to protection requirements, applications, and setting philosophy is given to enable the

reader to evaluate the need to select and apply suitable protection for most situations.

The protective functions discussed in this guide may be implemented with a multi-functional microprocessor-

based protection system (digital system). The protection philosophy, practices, and limits are essentially

identical to those of the implementation using discrete component relays. The algorithms used to perform

some of the protection functions may be different, but should produce equal or better protection. However, the

performance and capability may be superior using the digital systems such as improved frequency response

(bandwidth) and thresholds (pickup settings). Other additional features that enhance the functionality may

be available from these digital systems.

This guide does not purport to detail the protective requirements of all generators in every situation. Standby

and emergency use generators are specifically excluded.

1.2 Description of the guide

Clause 3: Description of generators, excitation systems, and generating station arrangements. Clause 3

presents a brief description of typical generator design and connections, generator grounding practices,

excitation systems design, and generating station arrangements. The intent of this clause is to present

information that affects the protection arrangement and selection of protective relays.

A discussion of auxiliary system transfer and the possible negative impacts of misoperation and faults on these

systems is not included in this clause.

The methods employed for grounding and fusing the secondary circuits of voltage transformers and the

methods for grounding current-transformer secondary circuits are not generally the same for all installations.
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For this reason, no secondary fuses or ground points are indicated in the figures throughout this guide.

However, all current and voltage transformer secondary circuits should be grounded in accordance with IEEE

Std C57.13.3-1983.1

Clause 4: Protection requirements. Clause 4 briefly describes the damaging effects of faults and abnormal

operating conditions and the type of devices and their settings commonly used to detect these conditions. A

clear understanding of the effects of abnormalities on generators will assist the reader in evaluating the need

for, and the means of, obtaining adequate generator protection in any specific situation.

Clause 5: Other protective considerations. Clause 5 presents a discussion of other forms of protection and

factors that may be considered in the generator zone.

Clause 6: Protection specifications. Clause 6 presents detailed tabulations and diagrams that are classified

according to the method by which the generator is connected to the system. These tables and diagrams show

the combination of relays (and their control function) often applied for generator and excitation system

protection in accordance with good engineering practices. These tables and diagrams also consider the

protective devices on other equipment in or adjacent to the generating station that are connected to trip or shut

down the generator.

2. References

This standard shall be used in conjunction with the following publications. When the following standards are

superseded by an approved revision, the revision shall apply.

ANSI C50.12-1982 (Reaff 1989), American National Standard Requirement for Salient-Pole Synchronous

Generators and Generator/Motors for Hydraulic Turbine Applications.2

 

ANSI C50.13-1989, American National Standard Requirement for Rotating Electrical Machin-

ery—Cylindrical Rotor Synchronous Generators.

IEEE Std 67-1990, IEEE Guide for Operation and Maintenance of Turbine Generators (ANSI).3

IEEE Std 142-1991, IEEE Recommended Practice for Grounding of Industrial and Commercial Power

Systems (ANSI).

IEEE Std 502-1985 (Reaff 1992), IEEE Guide for Protection, Interlocking, and Control of Fossil-Fueled Unit-

Connected Steam Stations (ANSI).

IEEE Std C37.101-1993, IEEE Guide for Generator Ground Protection (ANSI).

IEEE Std C37.106-1987 (Reaff 1992), IEEE Guide for Abnormal-Frequency Protection for Power Generating

Plants (ANSI).

IEEE Std C57.13-1993, IEEE Standard Requirements for Instrument Transformers (ANSI).
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IEEE Std C57.13.3-1983 (Reaff 1991), IEEE Guide for the Grounding of Instrument Transformer Secondary

Circuits and Cases (ANSI).

IEEE Std C62.92.2-1989, IEEE Guide for the Application of Neutral Grounding in Electrical Utility Systems,

Part II—Grounding of Synchronous Generator Systems (ANSI).

3. Description of generators, excitation systems, and generating station
arrangements

3.1 Generator winding design and arrangements
 

The stator windings of a three-phase synchronous generator consist of a number of single-turn or multi-turn

coils that are connected in a series to form a single-phase circuit. One of these circuits or several circuits

connected in parallel are used to form a complete phase winding. The phase windings are normally connected

in wye with the neutral grounded through some external impedance. Delta-connected phase windings are used

occasionally but this is not a common connection. Figure 3.1 illustrates the possible winding arrangements

and connections.

The winding arrangements shown in figures 3.1a) and b) are the configurations most commonly used for all

types of generators. When more than one circuit is used per phase as shown in figure 3.1b), these circuits will

be connected in parallel inside the machine with two leads being brought out to external connections. In

general, up to three current transformers can be provided at each end of the phase winding for relaying and

instrumentation purposes.

In some hydrogenerator designs, there may be a number of circuits per phase and each circuit may consist of

a number of multi-turn coils connected in series. In these machines, the parallel-connected circuits may be

formed into two groups that are paralleled with only two leads being brought out to external connections.

There may be an equal or unequal number of circuits in each group. In this design, current transformers can

be provided in each phase group and in the leads to the external connections.

Figure 3.1c) illustrates the wye-connected double-winding construction sometimes used in large steam-turbine

generators. Each phase has two separate windings that are connected externally to form two wye connections.

The high-voltage terminals of each phase are connected in parallel to form a single three-phase output.

Separate wye connections are formed on the neutral end of each winding. These neutrals may be physically

at opposite ends of the machine. This arrangement is sometimes referred to as the double-ended, twelve-

bushing machine and is used where the total full-load phase current exceeds the current carrying capability

of a single bushing. The bushings at each end of the winding can accommodate three current transformers.

In the delta-connected generator, there may be one or more paralleled circuits per phase with two leads

brought out to external connections. Current transformers can be provided inside the delta, at the ends of each

winding, or outside the delta, or both.

3.2 Generator grounding

It is common practice to ground all types of generators through some form of external impedance. The

purpose of this grounding is to limit the mechanical stresses and fault damage in the machine, to limit

transient voltages during faults, and to provide a means for detecting ground faults within the machine. A

complete discussion of all grounding and ground protection methods may be found in IEEE Std C62.92.2-

1989 and IEEE Std C37.101-1993.
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Figure 3.1—Winding configurations

The methods most commonly used for generator grounding will be discussed in this guide. They are listed

in the following four broad categories:

a) High-impedance grounding

b) Low-resistance grounding

c) Reactance grounding

d) Grounding-transformer grounding
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Solid grounding of a generator neutral is not generally used since this practice can result in high mechanical

stresses and excessive fault damage in the machine. According to ANSI C50.13-1989, the maximum stresses

that a generator is normally designed to withstand is that associated with the currents of a three-phase fault

at the machine terminals. Because of the relatively low zero-sequence impedance inherent in most

synchronous generators, a solid phase-to-ground fault at the machine terminals will produce winding currents

that are higher than those for a three-phase fault. Therefore, to comply with this guide, generators shall be

grounded in such a manner to limit the maximum phase-to-ground fault current to a magnitude equal to, or

less than, the three-phase fault current.

Generators are not often operated ungrounded. While this approach greatly limits the phase-to-ground fault

currents, and consequently limits damage to the machine, it can produce high transient overvoltages during

faults and also makes the fault location difficult to determine.

The following subclauses provide a very brief description and typical applications of the above grounding

methods.

3.2.1 High impedance grounding

Two types of high-impedance grounding are in common use today as discussed in 3.2.1.1 and 3.2.1.2.

3.2.1.1 High-resistance grounding

In this method, a distribution transformer is connected between the generator neutral and ground, and a

resistor is connected across the secondary. The primary voltage rating of the distribution transformer is usually

equal to, or greater than, rated generator line-to-neutral voltage, while the secondary winding rating is 120

V or 240 V. The secondary resistor is selected so that for a single-phase-to-ground fault at the generator

terminals, the power dissipated in the resistor is equal to, or greater than, three times the zero-sequence

capacitive kVA to ground of the generator windings, and of all other equipment that may be connected to the

machine terminals. With this resistor rating, the transient overvoltages during faults will be kept to safe

values. This arrangement is considered high-resistance grounding. For a single-phase-to-ground fault at the

machine terminals, the primary fault current will be limited to a value in the range of about 3 A to 25 A. If

possible, the ground fault current level should be chosen to coordinate with the primary fuses (when used) of

wye-wye connected voltage transformers with grounded neutrals. Note that distribution transformers with

internal fuses or circuit breakers should not be used, as they could inadvertently be open and the grounding

and protection scheme could be inoperative at the time of fault.

In some cases, the distribution transformer is omitted and a high value of resistance is connected directly

between the generator neutral and ground. The resistor size is selected to limit ground-fault current to the

range of 3–25 A. While this method of grounding is used in Europe, the physical size of the resistors, the

required resistor insulation level, and the cost may preclude the use of this method.

3.2.1.2 Ground fault neutralizer grounding (tuned inductive reactor)

In this grounding method, a distribution-type transformer with a ratio selected as above is used with a

secondary tunable reactor. The ohmic value of this secondary reactor is selected so that, when reflected into

the primary circuit, its reactance is equal to one-third of the zero-sequence capacitive reactance of the

generator and all equipment connected to the generator terminals up to and including the delta-connected

windings of the main step-up and station service transformers. This type of grounding limits the single-phase-

to-ground fault current to 1 A or less. This low fault current will not sustain an arc or cause damage to the

generator stator iron. Ground fault neutralizer grounding can be used with all unit-system installations where

a single generator is connected through its individual grounded wye-delta step-up transformer (or

transformers) to the system.
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Also, ground fault neutralizer grounding can detect much higher impedance grounds than is possible with

high- resistance grounding. For example, the calculated maximum detectable fault impedance for a typical

nuclear unit of 975 MVA is 3 574 000 S for ground fault neutralizer grounding. Calculated maximum stator

fault current for a typical 975 MVA nuclear unit is 0.45 A. This contrasts with a high-resistance grounding,

the maximum fault impedance that can be detected is 66 900 S.

If protection from iron burning and greater sensitivity of detecting incipient faults is deemed desirable (e.g.,

an existing older generator equipped with high-resistance grounding), retrofitting with ground-fault

neutralizer grounding can be done by replacing the resistor with a reactor.

Along with these desirable features are several that may be considered undesirable as follows:

a) If automatic tripping is used, coordination with generator vt fuses may not be possible. VT secondary

wiring faults may cause ground indications where wye-wye connected generator vts are used.

Coordination can be achieved by various methods (see IEEE Committee Report [B19].4

b) High zero sequence voltages on the generator system are possible if too high a reactor coil constant

is selected for the neutralizer.

c) If surge-protective equipment is used on the generator, it should be selected on the basis of possible

higher temporary overvoltages during ground faults. Voltages can be kept to within reasonable limits

by selecting a reactor coil constant in a range from 10 to 50 without reducing sensitivity of the fault

detection system. 

3.2.2 Low-resistance grounding

In this method, a resistor is connected directly between the generator neutral and ground. The resistor is

selected to provide sufficient current for selective ground relaying of several machines, feeders, or both. In

general, the grounding resistor is selected to limit the generator’s contribution to a single-phase-to-ground

fault at its terminals to a value in the range of 200 A up to 150% of rated full-load current. Resistor cost and

size usually preclude the use of resistors to limit the current below 200 A or to permit currents above machine

rated current.

This method of grounding is generally used where two or more generators are bussed at generator voltage and

connected to a system through one step-up transformer or where the generator is connected directly to a

distribution system having a low-impedance grounding source on the generator bus.

3.2.3 Reactance grounding

This method uses an inductive reactance between the generator neutral and ground. The inductive reactance

is selected to produce an X0/X1 ratio at the machine terminals in the range of 1 to 10. Common practice is to

maintain an effectively grounded system by keeping the X0/X1 ratio at 3 or less. This method of grounding

produces relatively high levels of phase-to-ground fault currents ranging from approximately 25% to 100%

of the three-phase fault current.

This grounding method is generally used where the generator is connected directly to a solidly grounded

distribution system.
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3.2.4 Grounding-transformer grounding

This method involves the use of a grounding transformer connected to the machine terminals or to the

generator bus. The grounding may be provided by a zig zag transformer or a grounded wye-delta transformer,

or by a grounded wye-broken delta transformer with a resistor connected across a corner of the broken delta.

When a zig zag or a grounded wye-delta transformer is used, the effective grounding impedance is selected

to provide sufficient current for selective ground relaying.

The grounded wye-broken delta transformer with a resistance in the corner of the broken delta is generally

a high-resistance grounded system. The resistance would be selected in the same manner as for the

distribution transformer with secondary resistor. This method limits the single-phase-to-ground fault current

to a range of 3–25 primary A.

A zig zag or grounded wye-delta transformer may be used as an alternate grounding source when a generator

with neutral reactor grounding is connected directly to a distribution system. This approach can also be used

where several ungrounded-wye or delta-connected generators are bussed at generator voltage.

A grounded wye-broken delta transformer with a resistor across the corner of the broken delta may be used

to provide a means for detecting ground faults in ungrounded-wye or delta-connected generators.

3.3 Excitation systems

The following four basic types of excitation systems used to control the output of ac machines:

— the dc generator commutator exciter

— the alternator rectifier exciter with stationary rectifier system

— the alternator rectifier exciter with rotating rectifier system

— the static excitation system

In terms of response times, excitation systems fall into the following two categories—rotating and static.

Rotating exciters respond slower than static exciters. The speed of response of the excitation system is

commonly expressed in terms of the “response ratio,” which indicates the speed of response during a period

of 0.5 s after a sudden 20% reduction in generator terminal voltage. Rotating exciters have a response ratios

in the range of 0.5 to 1.0 per unit exciter volts per second. Static exciters have response ratios in the range

of 2.5 to 3.5 per unit exciter volts per second. The detailed effects of the excitation system response ratio on

the fault current characteristics of the generator is beyond the scope of this guide but is well documented in

[B17]. While a detailed description of these systems is beyond the scope of this standard, their general

characteristics will be briefly described in the following subclauses.

3.3.1 System with dc generator-commutator exciter

Figure 3.3.1 shows a schematic of the primary elements of this system. Not shown on this diagram and the

succeeding figures 3.3.2 through 3.3.5 are the power supplies, such as pilot exciters, the current and potential

intelligence inputs to the excitation control, etc., since they are essentially functionally the same for all

systems.
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Figure 3.3.1—System with dc generator commutator exciter

Figure 3.3.2—System with alternator rectifier 
exciter and stationary exciter and stationary rectifier

In this system, a dc control signal is fed from the excitation control to the stationary field of the dc exciter.

The rotating element of the exciter then supplies a direct current through a field breaker to the field winding

of the main ac generator. The rotating armature of the dc exciter is either driven from the same shaft as the

rotating main field of the generator or can be on a separate motor-driven shaft. In either case, a dc

commutator is required on the exciter, and brushes and collector rings are required on the rotating generator

field to transmit the main generator field current. This system is used only on the smaller or older machines.

3.3.2 System with alternator rectifier exciter and stationary rectifiers

To eliminate the problems of high-current commutation for medium and large machines, the dc exciter is

replaced by an alternator. The system of figure 3.3.2 uses an alternator with a rotating dc field winding driven

from the shaft of the main ac generator. Current for this field winding is obtained from the excitation controls

through brushes and collector rings. The three-phase ac output of the alternator is rectified through a

stationary three-phase diode bridge, and the direct-current output is fed to the field winding of the generator

through brushes and collector rings.

3.3.3 System with alternator rectifier exciter and rotating rectifiers (brushless exciters)

The system of figure 3.3.3 again uses an alternator, but by mounting the dc field winding on the stator of the

exciter and the ac armature winding on the rotor, all brushes and commutators have been eliminated. In this
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Figure 3.3.3—System with alternator
rectifier exciter and rotating rectifiers

Figure 3.3.4—System with static exciter

system, the ac armature of the exciter, the rotating three-phase diode bridge rectifier, and the main field of

the ac generator are all mounted on the same rotating shaft system. All electrical connections are made along

or through the center of this shaft.

3.3.4 System with static exciter

The preceding schemes utilize the energy directly from the prime-mover shaft to obtain the required excitation

power. Static excitation systems obtain this power from the electrical output of the generator or the connected

system. In figure 3.3.4, external power current transformers or power voltage transformers (or both) feed

rectifiers in the regulating system which, in turn, supply direct current to the main field winding of the

generator through brushes and collector rings.

Some systems use only potential transformers as input power, while some use additional current transformers

to boost the input during fault conditions when the terminal voltage is reduced. During close-in faults,

excitation systems using only potential transformers as input power may be unable to sustain fault currents

long enough for the protective relaying to operate [B17].

In figure 3.3.5 the excitation power is provided from a voltage and current source within the main generator.

The voltage source is a set of three-phase windings mounted in three generator stator winding slots (P bars).

These potential windings are connected to each phase of an ungrounded-wye excitation transformer.
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Figure 3.3.5—Static excitation system with internal supply

The current source is achieved by passing each of the three stator main winding leads through a window in

each phase excitation transformer.

The output windings of the three single-phase excitation transformers are connected in delta to supply the

external bridge rectifier circuits. As indicated in figure 3.3.5, the potential windings in the stator are

connected in wye through linear reactors. The neutral is high-resistance grounded through a distribution

transformer, thereby providing a means for detecting possible ground faults in the potential windings and

excitation transformer.

3.4 Generating station arrangements

The selection and arrangement of protection for generators is influenced to some degree by the method in

which the generators are connected to the system and by the overall generating station arrangement. For

purposes of this guide, the following generator connections and station arrangements will be considered:

a) Unit generator-transformer configuration

b) Unit generator-transformer configuration with  generator breaker

c) Cross-compound generators

d) Generators sharing a unit transformer

e) Generators connected directly to a distribution system
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Figure 3.4.1—Unit generator-transformer configuration

For the most part, the configurations represent the most widely used generating station arrangements.

3.4.1 Unit generator-transformer configuration

In this arrangement, a generator and its transformer (unit transformer) are connected as a unit to the system

as shown in figure 3.4.1. The generator is usually wye-connected and high-resistance grounded through a

distribution transformer. The unit transformer is most commonly a grounded wye-delta connection.

In some large steam turbine generator installations, the generator may be connected to the system through two

parallel connected unit transformers, each transformer having one-half the total generator rating.

There may be one or two unit auxiliaries transformers. These may be two-winding or three-winding

transformers, depending upon the size of the generator unit. In most instances the unit auxiliaries

transformer(s) is connected delta-wye with the neutral of the wye connected to ground through some

impedance.

3.4.2 Unit generator-transformer configuration with generator breakers

This arrangement, illustrated in figure 3.4.2, has been used with some large generators. The generator is wye-

connected and high-resistance grounded through a distribution transformer. Two half-size grounded wye-delta

connected unit transformers are used to connect the generator to the system. As shown in this figure, two unit

auxiliaries transformers are used in this arrangement.
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Figure 3.4.2—Unit generator-transformer
configuration with generator breakers

Figure 3.4.3—Cross-compound generators

3.4.3 Cross-compound generators

The most common method for connecting a cross-compound generator to a system is shown in figure 3.4.3.

The low-pressure and the high-pressure units are bussed at generator voltage and connected to the system

through a grounded wye-delta unit transformer. Both the low- and the high-pressure units are usually wye-

connected, and it is recommended practice to ground only one of the neutrals. High-resistance grounding

through a distribution transformer is commonly used.
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Figure 3.4.4—Generators sharing a transformer

3.4.4 Generators sharing a unit transformer

Figure 3.4.4 illustrates two methods for connecting two or more generators to a system using one step-up

transformer. In figure 3.4.4a), two or more generators are bussed at generator voltage and a two-winding

grounded wye-delta unit transformer is used to connect the machines to the system. In figure 3.4.4b), a

number of generators are connected to the system through a three-winding grounded wye-delta-delta

transformer. Either of these approaches may be used with small hydro or combustion-turbine generators.

In either approach, neutral-resistor grounding of the generators would be used in order to achieve selective

ground-fault protection for the machines. In some instances, the generators may be high-resistance grounded

through a distribution transformer in order to minimize damage due to phase-to-ground faults. However, this

grounding method has the disadvantage that it may not provide sufficient current for selective relaying.
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Figure 3.4.5—Generator connected 
directly to a distribution system

3.4.5 Generators connected directly to a distribution system

Figure 3.4.5 shows a typical installation where generators are connected directly to a distribution system. If

the system is effectively grounded (X0/X1 # 3, R0/X1 # 1), the generator neutral, or the neutral of the bus

grounding transformer if the generator neutral is isolated (as noted in 3.2.4), will be grounded with a neutral

inductive reactance. If the system is not effectively grounded, as for some three-wire distribution systems, the

generator neutral or grounding transformer neutral will generally be grounded through a low ohmic value

resistor.

4. Protection requirements

4.1 Generator stator thermal protection

Thermal protection for the generator stator core and windings may be provided for the following

contingencies:

a) Generator overload

b) Failure of cooling systems

c) Localized hot spots caused by core lamination insulation failures or by localized or rapidly developing

winding failures

4.1.1 Generator overload

The continuous output capability of a generator is expressed in kilovolt-amperes (kVA) available at the

terminal at a specified frequency, voltage, and power factor. For hydrogen-cooled generators, the output rating

is usually given at the maximum and several lesser hydrogen pressures. For combustion-turbine generators,

this capability is given at an inlet air temperature of 15 NC at sea level. In general, generators can operate

successfully at rated kVA, frequency, and power factor for a voltage variation of 5% above or below rated

voltage.

Under emergency conditions, it is permissible to exceed the continuous output capability for a short time. In

accordance with ANSI C50.13-1989, the armature winding short-time thermal capability is given by the

following:

Time (seconds) 10 30 60 120
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Figure 4.1.1—Turbine-generator short-time thermal
capability for balanced three-phase loading

(values for figure taken from ANSI C50.13-1989)

Armature current (percent) 226 154 130 116

where

100% current is the rated current of the machine at maximum hydrogen pressure

A plot of this short-time capability is shown in figure 4.1.1. Protective schemes to prevent thermal damage

to the stator winding utilize winding temperature detectors or relays having time-current characteristics that

conform to the short-time capability curve.

4.1.1.1 Winding-temperature protection

Most generators are supplied with a number of temperature sensors to monitor the stator windings. These

sensors are usually resistance temperature detectors (RTDs) and thermocouples (TCs). As the name implies,

the RTD detects temperature by the change in resistance of the sensor. A TC detects temperature by the

change in thermoelectric voltage induced at the TC junction.

These sensors are used to continuously monitor the stator winding. In attended generating stations, the sensors

may be connected to a data acquisition system for recording or alarm purposes.

In unattended stations, the sensors may be used with a relay to alarm, to initiate corrective action, or to trip

the unit if preset temperatures limits are exceeded.

For generators with conventional (indirectly-cooled) stator windings, RTDs embedded between the top and

bottom bars are used to monitor winding temperatures. For generators with inner-cooled (directly-cooled)

stator windings, the stator bar coolant discharge temperature is used along with the embedded RTDs to

monitor the winding temperature. The generator manufacturer should be consulted for specific recommenda-

tions on the preferred method of monitoring these sensors and temperature limits for alarm and trip purposes.
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4.1.1.2 Overcurrent protection

In some instances, generator overload protection can be provided through the use of a torque controlled

overcurrent relay that is coordinated with the ANSI C50.13-1989 short-time capability curve of figure 4.1.1.

This relay consists of an instantaneous overcurrent unit and a time overcurrent unit having an extremely

inverse characteristic. The instantaneous unit is set to pick up at 115% of full-load current and is used to

torque control the time overcurrent unit. The instantaneous unit dropout should be 95% or higher of pickup

setting.

The time overcurrent unit is set to pick up at 75–100% of full-load current and a time setting is chosen so that

the relay operating time is 7.0 s at 226% of full load current. With this approach, the relay is prevented from

tripping for overloads below 115% of full-load current and yet provides tripping in a prescribed time for

overloads above 115% of full-load current.

An overload alarm may be desirable to give the operator an opportunity to reduce load in an orderly manner.

This alarm should not give nuisance alarms for external faults and should coordinate with the generator

overload protection if this protection is provided.

For air-cooled generators that may operate in a wide range of ambient temperatures, it is necessary to

coordinate the ANSI C50.13-1989 thermal capability and the relay setting with the increased capability of the

turbine and the generator at reduced ambient temperature. Conversely, it may be difficult to protect the

generator for its reduced capability when the ambient temperature is high.

4.1.2 Failure of cooling systems

4.1.2.1 General

Depending upon rating and design, the generator stator core and windings may be cooled by air, oil,

hydrogen, or water. In direct-cooled (or so-called conductor-cooled) generators, the coolant is in direct contact

with the heat-producing conductors of the stator winding. In indirectly or conventionally cooled generators,

the coolant cools the generator by relying on heat transfer through the insulation. For any type of generator,

a failure of the cooling system can result in rapid deterioration of the stator core lamination insulation and/or

stator winding conductors and insulation.

4.1.2.2 Protection

In general, the generator manufacturer provides all of the necessary protection for the cooling system. This

protection is in the form of sensors such as resistance temperature detectors (RTDs), thermocouples (TC), and

flow and pressure sensors. These devices are used to monitor the winding temperatures or the coolant

temperature, flow, or pressure. They may be connected to alarm, to automatically reduce load to safe levels,

or to trip.

For a particular machine, the user should check with the generator manufacturer to ascertain the temperature

limits, the protection provided and the recommended operating procedures for a loss of coolant.

4.1.3 Core hot spots

4.1.3.1 General

Localized hot spots in the stator core can be produced by lamination insulation failure caused by misoperation

(such as excessive leading power factor operation or overfluxing), by vibration due to looseness (wear of

insulation or fatigue of laminations), by foreign objects left in the machine, by damage to the core during

installation or maintenance, or by objects that are normally a part of the machine, (such as a nut, wedge, etc.)
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but become detached from their normal position and move to the core.

The hot spots are the result of high eddy currents, produced from core flux, that find conducting paths across

the insulation between laminations. In some designs, stator laminations are electrically shorted together on

the outer diameter of the core where it attaches to the stator frame. Any contact between laminations on the

inner bore will result in a circuit for eddy currents. The shorting of laminations can cause melting of core steel

that can be costly to repair.

4.1.3.2 Protection

The only means for detecting hot spots in air-cooled generators is through the use of RTDs and/or TCs

imbedded in strategic locations. Since it is not possible or practical to cover the entire core and windings with

these detectors, this approach can provide only partial detection of hot spots.

On hydrogen-cooled generators, the presence, but not the exact location of local hot spots, may be detected

by the use of a generator core (or condition) monitor. The core monitor is an ion particle detector that is

connected to a generator in a manner that permits a constant flow of cooling gas to pass through the monitor.

Under normal conditions, the gas coolant contains no particles that can be detected by the monitor. However,

when overheating occurs, the thermal decomposition of organic material, epoxy paint, core lamination enamel

or other insulating materials produces a large number of particles. These particles are of submicron size and

are detected by the monitor. The general location of the hot spot can be determined by laboratory analysis of

the particles and through the use of selective coatings on various parts of the machine.

At present, this type of protection is normally only supplied on large steam turbine generators and is

connected to sound an alarm.

4.2 Field thermal protection

Thermal protection for the generator field may be divided into the following two categories:

a) Protection for the main field winding circuit

b) Protection for the main rotor body, wedges, retaining ring, and amortisseur winding

4.2.1 Field winding protection

The field winding can operate continuously at a current equal to, or less than, that required to produce rated

kVA at rated power factor and voltage. For power factors less than rated, the generator output must be reduced

to keep the field current within these limits. The capability curves as defined in IEEE Std 67-1990 are

determined on this basis.

Under abnormal conditions, such as short circuits and other system disturbances, it is permissible to exceed

these limits for a short time. ANSI C50.13-1989 lists the short-time thermal capability for cylindrical-rotor

machines. In this standard, the field winding short-time thermal capability is given in terms of permissible

field voltage as a function of time as noted below.

Time (seconds) 10 30 60 120

Field voltage (percent) 208 146 125 112

A plot of this short-time capability is shown in figure 4.2.1. Protection schemes utilize this characteristic to

prevent thermal damage to the field winding circuit.
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Figure 4.2.1—Generator field short-time thermal capability
(values taken from ANSI C50.13-1989)

4.2.1.1 Thermal protection

Since it is not practical to put temperature sensors directly in the field windings, only indirect monitoring of

the field winding temperature is normally possible. For excitation systems employing main field collector

rings, the average temperature of the field winding can be approximated by calculating the field resistance

using simultaneous field current and voltage readings. This resistance, in conjunction with the known cold

resistance, is a measure of the operating temperature. This method, described in IEEE Std 67-1990, gives only

an indication of the average temperature throughout the field winding and not the more important hot-spot

temperature.

Moreover, this method is not applicable with brushless excitation systems where the actual main field current

and voltage are not available for measurement.

If a generator is equipped with a core monitor as described in 4.1.3, the monitor will also detect overheating

of the field winding.

4.2.1.2 Protection for field overexcitation

Some form of over-excitation protection for the field winding is generally provided utilizing the short-time

capability curve of figure 4.2.1. Several different schemes are available using relays or excitation system

control elements, or both.

4.2.1.2.1 Fixed-time delay relaying scheme

The simplest form of field protection utilizes a contact making milliammeter or voltmeter connected in either

the main field circuit or in the field of the ac exciter. This device is set to pick up when the field current

exceeds its rated full-load value. When an overexcitation condition occurs, the device will pick up and perform

the following functions:

a) Sound an alarm.

b) Adjust field excitation to a preselected value corresponding to rated full-load level or less.
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c) After a fixed-time delay, trip the generator regulator or transfer to an alternate control.

d) If overexcitation is not eliminated after some additional short-time interval, trip the unit.

This scheme will protect the field for overexcitation conditions during system disturbances and for the rare

occurrence of a faulty excitation system component. While simple in form, this scheme has the disadvantage

that it will overprotect the machine, since the fixed time delay relay must be set for the maximum possible

overexcitation condition that can occur. This means that for less severe overexcitation conditions, tripping

will occur at shorter times than is required and, therefore, full advantage of the inverse-time thermal

capability of the field winding characteristic cannot be obtained.

4.2.1.2.2 Inverse time delay relaying scheme

This approach utilizes a voltage relay whose characteristic approximately matches the inverse time

characteristic of figure 4.2.1. This relay may be connected at the terminals of an ac exciter alternator, in the

main generator field or in the field of the ac exciter. When connected to a field circuit, a transducer is used

to convert the dc signal to an ac quantity. The relay is normally set so that there is 5–10% margin between

the relay characteristic and the field capability curve.

This relay, in conjunction with one or more timers, performs the same functions as the preceding scheme. For

an overexcitation condition, it will:

a) Sound an alarm.

b) Adjust the field excitation to a preselected value corresponding to rated full-load level or less.

c) After some delay, trip the generator regulator or transfer to an alternate control.

d) Trip the unit if overexcitation is not eliminated.

This scheme provides protection for overexcitation conditions as well as for possible excitation system

failures.

4.2.1.2.3 Voltage regulator system

Modern excitation systems usually incorporate the field protective functions as well as the regulating function.

These systems may have built-in circuitry that duplicates the fixed time and/or the inverse time relaying

function. When an overexcitation condition occurs and field current exceeds a safe value for a specified period

of time, these protective functions will reduce field current to the full-load value or to some other

predetermined level. On some excitation systems, if the overexcitation condition persists after an attempt to

reduce field current is made, the protective function will trip the regulator or transfer to an alternate exciter

after a short period of time. If this does not eliminate the problem, the generator may be tripped. In this type

of excitation system, the protective function is separate from the excitation function, and, therefore, can

provide protection when there are failures in the regulating systems or when the regulator is not in the control

circuit.

If the protective function is part of the regulating system, the protection would be eliminated when the

regulator is tripped or is out of service. For this type of system, supplementary relay protection as described

in the preceding can be provided.

4.2.2 Rotor body

There are no simple methods for direct thermal protection of the rotor. Various indirect methods are used

either to approximate rotor temperatures or to act directly on the quantities that would lead to excessive rotor

temperatures. Protection schemes for the rotor are, therefore, directed at the potential causes of thermal

distress. For example, negative-sequence currents in the stator, loss of excitation, or loss of synchronism can

cause excessive rotor temperatures due to circulating currents in various paths of the rotor body. These

Authorized licensed use limited to: Tsinghua University. Downloaded on February 26,2026 at 12:30:25 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 

Full document details: IEEE C37.102-1995

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ieee-c37-102-1995
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ieee-c37-102-1995


IEEE

Std C37.102-1995 IEEE GUIDE FOR

20

phenomena and associated protective schemes are covered in 4.5.

4.3 Generator stator fault protection

4.3.1 General consideration

Generator faults are always considered to be serious since they can cause severe and costly damage to

insulation, windings, and the core; they can also produce severe mechanical torsional shock to shafts and

couplings. Moreover, fault currents in a generator do not cease to flow when the generator is tripped from the

system and the field disconnected. Fault current can continue to flow for many seconds because of trapped flux

within the machine, thereby increasing the amount of fault damage.

As a consequence, for faults in or near the generator that produce high magnitudes of short-circuit currents,

some form of high-speed protection is normally used to trip and shut down the machine as quickly as possible

in order to minimize damage. Where external impedances are used to limit fault currents to a few amperes,

slower forms of protection may be justified. In certain cases, it may be justified to consider the use of rapid

de-excitation methods that produce a faster decay of fault currents.

4.3.2 Phase-fault protection

Some form of high-speed differential relaying is generally used for phase-fault protection of generator stator

windings. Differential relaying will detect three-phase faults, phase-to-phase faults, double-phase-to-ground

faults, and some single-phase-to-ground faults, depending upon how the generator is grounded.

Differential relaying will not detect turn-to-turn faults in the same phase since there is no difference in the

current entering and leaving the phase winding. Where applicable, separate turn fault protection can be

provided with the split-phase relaying scheme. This scheme will be discussed subsequently.

Differential relaying will not detect stator ground faults on high impedance grounded generators. The high

impedance normally limits the fault current to levels considerably below the practical sensitivity of the

differential relaying.

The high-impedance differential relay may be less tolerant to ct errors caused by proximity effects than the

percentage restrained type of differential relay.

4.3.2.1 Variable slope percentage differential relay

The variable slope percentage differential relay is the most widely used form of differential relaying for

generator protection. In this type of relay, the percentage slope characteristic can vary from about 5% at low

values of through current up to 50% or more at high values of through current as illustrated in figure 4.3.2-1.

This characteristic results in a relay that is very sensitive to internal faults and insensitive to current

transformer error currents during severe external faults.
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Figure 4.3.2-1—Variable slope differential relay

Figure 4.3.2-2—High-impedance differential

Current transformers with identical characteristics should be used in a generator differential scheme. Proper

operation of the scheme requires that the cts’ performance during fault conditions is not degraded due to

excessive burdens in the circuits. Therefore, care should be exercised when other relays or devices are used

in these current circuits.

In some cases, proximity effects can affect the accuracy of the current transformers, particularly at the neutral

ends of generators, where cts on one phase may be physically close to other phase conductors. In such cases,

care is required to ensure that the resulting differential currents are less than the minimum sensitivity of the

percentage restrained relay.

4.3.2.2 High-impedance differential relay

As the name implies, this is a high-impedance relay connected in a differential circuit as shown in

figure 4.3.2-2. The relay discriminates between internal and external faults by the voltage, which appears

across the relay. On external faults, the voltage across the relay will be low, while for internal faults, the

voltage across the relay is relatively high. 

The relay may be set to operate for stator winding three-phase or phase-to-phase fault currents as low as 2%

of rated generator current.
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Figure 4.3.2-3—Self-balancing protection scheme

The current transformers (cts) used in this scheme, such as bushing current transformers with fully distributed

secondary windings, should have identical characteristics and should have negligible leakage reactance.

4.3.2.3 Self-balancing differential scheme

The self-balancing differential scheme has been used for phase and ground faults on small generators with

low-resistance neutral grounding. This scheme is illustrated in figure 4.3.2-3. As shown, leads from both ends

of the phase winding are placed in the opening of a window-type current transformer. Any difference between

the currents entering and leaving the winding is detected by an instantaneous overcurrent relay. Where

applicable, this scheme is capable of providing very sensitive phase and ground fault protection.

Since these cts see a difference current that is normally near zero under nominal system conditions, they are

usually not designed to carry continuous load current. This allows the use of cts with low ANSI accuracy

designation and very low ct ratios. The measuring of difference current allows the relay to be set very

sensitively to detect very low ground faults within the stator. Use of a low ratio may cause the fault current

to be much higher than the 20 times rated current of the ct. Because of this, care should be taken to evaluate

the relay burden and the ct saturation characteristics at the required fault current levels to assure accurate

pickup of the relay and sufficient secondary current to operate the relay.

4.3.2.4 Application of differential relaying to different machine configurations

The application of phase-fault protection to the various machine configurations discussed in 3.1 of this guide

is illustrated in figures 4.3.2-4 through 4.3.2-8. Figure 4.3.2-4 illustrates the differential connections for a six-

bushing machine having single-turn coils and one or more circuits per phase. This is the most widely used

machine configuration.
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Figure 4.3.2-4—Percentage differential relay connection
for six-bushing wye-connected generator

Figure 4.3.2-5—Application of split-phase and differential relaying

Figure 4.3.2-5 illustrates the application of split-phase relaying and differential protection on generators

having multi-turn coils and two or more circuits per phase. This combination is often used on hydro-gen-

erators. The application of split-phase relaying should be specified in the design of the generator so that the

cts required for this protection can be economically and appropriately engineered into the design.
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Figure 4.3.2-6—Combination split-phase and differential relaying 

Another scheme that has been used on this type of generator is shown in figure 4.3.2-6. This arrangement is

an attempt to get the benefits of split-phase and differential protection with a reduction in the number of cts

and relays; however, this arrangement is not as sensitive as the separate split-phase relaying and differential

relaying scheme shown in figure 4.3.2-5. The scheme in figure 4.3.2-6 requires neutral-end cts having half

the turns ratio of the terminal-end cts.

Figure 4.3.2-7 illustrates the protection for a two-winding twelve-bushing generator. In this arrangement,

separate differential relaying is used to protect each winding. This provides protection for faults between

windings and for phase-to-phase and three-phase faults. In general, it is not recommended that the cts in each

winding be paralleled and a single differential relay used. Such an approach would not provide protection for

all faults between windings, since for some conditions, the fault current would circulate only between the

paralleled cts and would not appear in the relay.
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Figure 4.3.2-7—12 Bushing generator
(single phase shown)
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Figure 4.3.2-8—Percentage differential relay
connection—Delta-connected generator

Figure 4.3.2-8 shows the typical differential relaying arrangement used for a delta-connected generator.

4.3.2.5 Turn fault frotection

Most turbine generators have single-turn stator windings. If a generator has stator windings with multi-turn

coils and with two or more circuits per phase, the split-phase relaying scheme can be used to provide turn fault

protection. In this scheme, the circuits in each phase of the stator winding are split into two equal groups and

the currents of each group are compared. A difference in these currents indicates an unbalance caused by a

single-turn fault. Figure 4.3.2-9 illustrates the basic split-phase relaying system using bushing type current

transformers. The relays used in this scheme usually consist of an instantaneous overcurrent relay and a very

inverse time overcurrent relay.
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Figure 4.3.2-9—Split-phase protection using 
separate current transformers

Since there is normally some current unbalance between windings, the time overcurrent relay is set so that

it will not respond to this normal unbalance, but will pick up for the unbalance caused by a single turn fault.

Time delay is employed to prevent operation on ct transient error currents that may occur during external

faults.

The pickup of the instantaneous unit shall be set above the ct error currents that may occur during external

faults. The resulting setting will generally be such that it will offer little turn fault protection. However, it can

provide inexpensive backup for multi-turn and phase faults.

The problem of ct error currents with the arrangement of figure 4.3.2-9 can be eliminated by using single

window or double window cts.

Figure 4.3.2-10 illustrates the single window ct arrangement. In this approach, the single window ct

eliminates the error currents because of its common core design. The fluxes produced by the primary currents

balance each other in the magnetic structure and only the difference current produces an output in the

secondary circuit. Therefore, the relays in the secondary more nearly see only the unbalanced current between

the circuit groupings. This permits more sensitive instantaneous relay settings. The single-window ct

approach is generally restricted to small machines because of physical and insulation problems in arranging

the winding leads in the window ct.
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Figure 4.3.2-10—Split-phase protection using a single-window ct

The double-window ct provides the same advantages of the single window approach but without its physical

restrictions. The double-window ct approach is shown in figure 4.3.2-11. Again, in this approach only the

difference between the primary currents produces an output in the secondary circuit, therefore permitting more

sensitive instantaneous relay settings.

If the generator has an odd number of circuits per phase, it still may be possible to provide split-phase

protection using separate ct’s as shown in figure 4.3.2-9. The currents in the two circuit grouping would not

be equal in this case and, therefore, ct ratios would have to be selected to give equal secondary currents during

balanced conditions. In this instance, the single- or double-window ct approach would not be applicable since

the relays would have to be set above a large difference current, making the scheme virtually insensitive to

turn faults.

Split-phase protection will detect phase and some ground faults in the stator winding. However, because of

the slow operating time of this protection, it is common practice to provide standard high-speed differential

protection for each phase and separate ground fault protection.

Authorized licensed use limited to: Tsinghua University. Downloaded on February 26,2026 at 12:30:25 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 

Full document details: IEEE C37.102-1995

http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ieee-c37-102-1995
http://www.avadocuments.com/doc/ieee-c37-102-1995


IEEE

AC GENERATOR PROTECTION Std C37.102-1995

29

Figure 4.3.2-11—Split-phase protection using
double-primary single-secondary ct

4.3.2.6 Backup protection

The type and sophistication of backup protection provided is dependent to some degree upon the size of the

generator and on the method of connecting the generator to the system.

When a generator is connected to the system in the unit generator-transformer configuration, high-speed

phase fault backup protection can be obtained by extending the protective zone of the unit transformer

differential relay scheme to include the generator, the interconnecting leads, and the unit auxiliaries

transformer. This backup is often referred to as the overall differential scheme and is illustrated in

figure 4.3.2-12.

In this arrangement, the cts in the unit auxiliaries transformer circuit must be high-ratio ct’s in order to

balance the differential circuit. The required ratio may be obtained with a single bushing ct or with a

combination of bushing and auxiliary ct.

In some cases, the unit auxiliaries transformer may be excluded from the overall differential scheme as

indicated by the alternate connection. This approach may introduce a blind spot in the protection for the unit

auxiliaries transformer. For faults near the high side of this transformer, the available fault current may be
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Figure 4.3.2-12—Generator phase fault backup
overall differential scheme

150 to 200 times the rating of the current transformers used in the differential scheme for the unit auxiliaries

transformer. This high current level would drive the cts into saturation, resulting in little or no current output

to the differential relays. This blind spot is eliminated by connecting the overall differential scheme to the low

side of the unit auxiliaries transformer. The overall scheme will detect the severe faults, while the unit

auxiliaries differential will detect the low-level faults.

Figures 4.3.2-13 and 4.3.2-14 illustrate the application of the overall differential scheme on a two-winding

generator and on a cross-compound generator, respectively, where both types of generators are connected in

a unit generator-transformer configuration.
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Figure 4.3.2-13—Phase fault backup for a
two-winding generator

Figure 4.3.2-14—Phase fault backup for 
cross-compound generator
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