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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 10376 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 6, Paper, board and pulps, Subcommittee SC 5,
Test methods and quality specifications for pulps.
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Introduction

This International Standard has been prepared to make it possible to determine the fines mass fraction of
mechanical and chemical pulps. The greater tendency of the fines fraction to pass through the wire during
sheet formation and to be recycled leads to an accumulation of fines in the headbox. The extent of this buildup
is an indication of the retention performance of the machine and affects, for example, drainage, felt filling and
save-all loading. The fines mass fraction in the pulp has also very often an effect on the properties of the end
product, e.g. paper or board.

NOTE This International Standard involves a more precise determination, i.e. a lower coefficient of variation of
repeated determinations is achieved (see Annex B), compared to the use of a McNett apparatus in which the fines mass
fraction is obtained from the difference between the total mass and the sum of the fibre fractions (see Reference [3] in the
Bibliography).
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