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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

International Standard 11858 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 38, Textiles, subcommittee SC 12 Textile
floor coverings.

International Standard 1SO11858 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 38, Textiles, Subcommittee SC 12
Textile floor coverings.

Annex A forms a normative part of this International Standard.
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Introduction

Textile floor coverings can be rolled with the use-surface towards the centre. As a result, any attached foam backing
will be on the outside of the roll and can be subjected to various abrasive actions prior to and during installation.
These actions can result in the ready crumbling of an attached foam backing if it is easily friable. Also, when textile
floor coverings are displayed for sale in a waterfall or similar mode, customers frequently use strong thumb action to
apply frictional stress to an attached foam backing, which will be considered unsatisfactory if it breaks down. Thus
there is a need for a test to assess the friability of attached foam backings on the new, unaged carpet.
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