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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

International Standard ISO 12864 was prepared by ISO/TC 172 Optics and optical instruments, Subcommittee SC 7
Ophthalmic optics and instruments.
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Introduction

If light is scattered significantly when passing through a contact lens (CL), contrast is reduced and the visual
performance of the wearer is impaired. In this case, the light which is scattered at a large angle to the direction of
radiation is generally less disturbing than light which is scattered at small angles. In particular, light scattered at
small angles may cause problems for drivers when the sun is low in the sky, when it reflects off wet roads and at
night with oncoming traffic. Therefore it is desirable to minimize the small-angle scattering of contact lenses (see
figure 1).
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Figure 1 — Small-angle scattering of a contact lens
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