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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this International Standard may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard 1SO 15310 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 61, Plastics, Subcommittee
SC 13, Composites and reinforcement fibres.

Annex A of this International Standard is for information only.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 15310:1999(E)

Fibre-reinforced plastic composites — Determination of the
in-plane shear modulus by the plate twist method

1 Scope

1.1 This International Standard specifies a method for determining the in-plane shear modulus (G;5) of fibre-
reinforced plastic composites using a standard plate specimen. When applied to isotropic materials, the shear
modulus measured is independent of direction.

1.2 The method is used to determine the shear modulus of the test specimens but not to determine the shear
strength. It applies to a plate supported on two points on one diagonal and loaded on the other diagonal by the
simultaneous movement of two loading points attached to a cross-beam.

1.3: The method is suitable for use with fibre-reinforced plastic composites with both thermoset and thermoplastic
matrices.

Due to the shear deformation being applied under flexural conditions, for laminated materials with different fibre
formats and/or different orientations, the layers of material must be well distributed across the section so that it is
approximately “homogeneous” in the through-thickness direction.

The principal material axes, if present, must be orientated normal to the plate edges (see 3.8).

NOTE This method can be applied to unreinforced polymers and other materials (e.g. metals, ceramics and metal- or
ceramic-matrix composites).

For material fabricated using unidirectional plies, the shear modulus obtained using a multidirectional specimen
(i.e. 0°/90°/+£ 45°) is not the same as that obtained for unidirectional or cross-ply (0°/90°) material.

1.4 The method is performed using specimens which may be moulded to the chosen dimensions, machined from
test plates or machined from flat areas of products.

1.5 The method specifies preferred dimensions for the specimen. Tests which are carried out on specimens of
other dimensions, or on specimens which are prepared under different conditions, may produce results which are
not comparable. Other factors, such as the speed of testing and the conditioning of the specimens, can influence
the results. Consequently, when comparative data are required, these factors must be carefully controlled and
recorded.

NOTE The stress-strain response in shear is very non-linear at higher strain levels. This test method determines the
modulus within a low strain region and is not applicable to higher strains.

2 Normative references

The following normative documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of
this International Standard. For dated references, subsequent amendments to, or revisions of, these publications
do not apply. However, parties to agreements based on this International Standard are encouraged to investigate
the possibility of applying the most recent editions of the normative documents indicated below. For undated
references, the latest edition of the normative document referred to applies. Members of ISO and IEC maintain
registers of currently valid International Standards.
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