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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this International Standard may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard ISO 15538 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 94, Personal safety — Protective
clothing and equipment, Subcommittee SC 13, Protective clothing.

Annex A forms an integral part of this International Standard. Annexes B and C are for information only.
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Introduction

The purpose of this International Standard is to provide minimum performance requirements for protective clothing
designed for use in certain techniques of firefighting.

The protective clothing should be loose-fitting and as light as possible commensurate with the risks to which the
user might be exposed.

A risk assessment should be made to determine whether the clothing covered by this International Standard is
suitable for the intended use for the expected exposure. The risk assessment should include consideration of any
respiratory protection that may also be required.

Firefighters should be trained in the use, care and maintenance of the protective clothing covered by this
International Standard, including an understanding of its limitations and of the necessity to remove personal
protective equipment (PPE) as soon as possible after an incident.

Subject to risk assessment, the clothing covered by this International Standard may be suitable for use in activities
other than those considered by this International Standard. Nothing in this International Standard is intended to
restrict any jurisdiction, purchaser or manufacturer from exceeding these minimum requirements.

A list of International Standards related to this International Standard is given in the Bibliography.
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